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CHAP, I. 

V^N the a I ft of June, 17 — , a London 
and Oxford ftage-coach, on its road from the 
latter to the former city, having changed 
horfes at Watford, between two and three 
o'clock in the afternoon, either owing to the 
wi(h of the coachman, who was very much 
in liquor, to difplay his dexterity in the ma- 
nagement of four very Ipirited horles, or to 
the ftopping of a very handfome carriage at 
a linen-draper's, juft above the inn he was 
fctting out from, which forced him to take a 
fudden fweep, the coach ran upon a poft%n 
the oppofite fide of the way, which occa- 
fioned its immediate overturn, 
VOL, I. ' B Such 
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Such an accident foon aflembled a gre^c 
crowd. They firft* picked up a woman who 
had been thrown from the roof, and who, 
upon infpeftion, they difcovered had been 
killed upon the Tpot; yet, notwithftanding 
the violence of her fall, an infant Ihe had in 
her arms, who was afleep at the moment, had 
cfcaped totally unhurt. It was a fine boy, 
'abqut nine months old, and the woman ap- 
peared to be its mother ; for, upon exami- 
nation, it was difcovered Ihe gave fuck. The 
other paflengers were as fortunate as the 
child, but none of them knew the unfortu- 
nate viclim of the coachman's inebriety. — • 
The miftrefs of the carriage which had, in 
fome meafure, accelerated this misfortune, 
had been among the firft people to offer her 
afnftance to thofe who might have been fuf- 
ferers from the accident, and had caught the 
i ifant out of the mother's arms, giving orders 
tor a furgeon, and to have her carried back 
to the inn, whither fhe followed her, in hopes 
the bydanders might have beeii miflaken in 
their prognoftics i but as her benevolent in- 

. tentions. 



tcntions, to her great regret, proved of no 
avail, ftie thought it neceflary to learn who 
flie was, and where fhe came from. She w!as, 
though very clean, yet meanly drefled, but 
the child was particularly neat ; and, uncon- 
fcious of the lofs he had fuftained, he looked 
about him as foon as he opened his eyes, and, 
as if accuftomed to ftrangers, fmiled upon 
his new nurfc, who, inexpreflibly afFefted by 
fo tragical an event, wept over him, while 
Ihc prefled him moft afFeftionately to her 
bofom, declaring fhe would not part with him 
till he was claimed by his furviving parent^ 
if fuch there was, or other relations. 

The coachman was fummoned to give in his 
report refpefting the mother. All he knew 
was, " That fhe had paid her fare to Lon- 
don, and had been taken up at a village a 
few miles on this fide of Oxford, havinoj 
croflcd the country from fome place, behind 
a man on horfeback. This was what he had 
learnt from his fellow- fervant ; and as Ihe 
had paid her fare, he had made 'no enquiries 
about her name, which of courfe was not in 
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the way-bill : but he thought there was little 
doubt of finding out who fhe was, as the 
other coachman could eafily make the en- 
quiry where he took her up/' — Her pockets 
and baggage were now fearched, but there 
was nothing to lead to a difcovery, either of 
her name, orufual place of abode — merely a 
few changes of clothes for herfelf and the 
child, and between feven and eight pounds 
in her pocket ; it was dierefore prefumed flie 
was a former's wife going to London, to 
vifitfome relation or friend : — perhaps Ibme- 
body would be waiting for her where the 
coach inned ; in hopes of which, Mrs. 
Davenport, the kind Samaritan, who had 
taken the helplefs infant under her proteftion, 
wrote a fhort letter, as the beft way of break- - 
ing the melancholy tidmgs to whomever 
they might concern, and gave it in charge to 
a very gentlemanlike looking man, one of 
the infide paflengers, who promifed to deliver 
it, fhould any perfon, where the coach ftbp- 
ped, appear to be interefted in the contents. 
If this did not prove to be the cafe, the coach- 
man 
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man was to make every neceflary enquiry where 
the woman had mounted the roof of the ftage. 

Every thing being thus fettled for the pre- 
fent, the coach proceeded on its journey, and 
Mrs. Davenport conveyed her young charge 
to Fairfield/the name of her feat, and deferred 
giving any- orders concerning the funeral till 
the arrival of fome of the poor woman's rela- 
tions. No fatisfeftory, nor indeed any, intel- 
ligence was obtained through the means of the 
coachman — ** No one was waiting the woman's 
arrival in London ; nor did any one know 
cither who ftie was, or where fhe came from 

at ." This was fo very extraordinary, 

Mrs. Davenport fent one of her own fervants to 
the village in queftion, who returned with as 
unfatisfaftory an account as any of the former. 
*^ The woman came there behind a ftouf, 
good looking, well-drefled man, very well 
mounted, but who did not even ftop to bait 
his horfe i and fhe had afcended the roof of 
the coach within a quarter of an hour after 
her arrival." . 
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In confequence of thefe repeated dis- 
appointments, orders were given for the 
funeral, and recourfe was had to adver- 
tifements in all the town and country 
papers, minutely defcribing both woman and 
child, mentioning where they were taken 

up, and how they reached . Still no one 

appeared to claim the infant ; and the people of 
Watford began to hint, that whoever the child 
belonged to, afted wifely — " he could not be 
better off; had he been fent to the parifh, 
no doubt he would have been claimed." — 
This was an experiment Mrs. Davenport was 
jiot inclined to make> as flie had grown fo 
fond of him: — having no children of her own^ 
ftie refolvedto bring him up, and, ftiould he 
continue unclaimed, to provide for him in 
fome way^ when at a proper age. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 



JL HE lady, who had fo humanely taken 
this orphan, or abandoned infant, under her 
care^ had not been long a refident in the vici- 
nity of Watford, having fpcnt the greatcfl: 
part of her life in India. She was the widoiwr 
T)f a General Officer in theCon^pany's fcrvicc, 
who had fcllen a facrifice to the climate of riie 
Carnatic about three years before the . com** 
mencement of this hiftory. He died juft as 
he had formed the refolution of revifiting bt$' 
native land, leaving an honourably acquired 
fortune. at the fole difpofal of his wife, whom 
he had marrijed for love ; — not that ibc had^ 
left England, as many young ladies do, in 
hopes of uniting her dettiny to a rich hufband ; 
though {he was born neither in i^dendour nor 

B 4 affluence. 
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affluence. Her father was a Clergyman in 
the north of England, who, dying when flic 
was very young, left her and her mother 
in reduced circumftances. A lady of 
faftiion in the neighbourhood, in whofe houle 
Mr. Lewis generally officiated as chaplain, 
humanely undertook the education of the 
yoqng Frances; and, upon her mother's 
deniife, when flie was only twelve years of 
age, ftie became a conftant refident at Mrs. 
Ravenfby's feat, who had her taught every 
thing likely to make her prove a real acqui- 
lition to any genfeel family, in quality of go- 
vernefi. Soon after (he was turned of 
eighteen, a brother of her kind friend's, who 
had long refided in India^ came, over to tranf- 
aft fome bulinefs with the Company, and 
mentioned to his filter his intention of taking 
fome young perfon out with him, quali- 
fied to fuperintend the education of his 
daughters, requefting her to k>ok out for a 
young lady of that defcription. S he imme- 
diately recommended Mifs Ijewis -, and it 
W4S accordingly agreed, if the propofal met 

bet; 
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her approbation, Ihc Ihould return with the 
Governor ; and when he could refolvc to part 
with his child rei), they were to be lent over 
with her to finifh their ftudies under Mrs. 
Ravenfby's inlpe6lion, who agreed to re- 
move to London when they arrived, for the 
benefit of the beft matters. Such an arrange- 
ment could meet with no objeftions from the 
grateful Frances, who, though forry to quit 
her bcnefaftrcfs, was greatly confoled with 
the idea of her propofcd return i thei;eforc, 
at the appointed time, amply provided with 
every requifite for fuch a voyage, Ihe fcrt fail 
for Bengal, where flie fpcnt three years in the 
Governor's houfe, who never failed, whenever 
he wrote to his fifter, to thank her for having 
parted with her young favourite for the bene- 
fit of his daughters.— At the expiration of 
this period, it was decided that the young ladies 
ihould leave India the following year i and as 
Mils Lewis had rejefted many excellent 
offers, from a fear of appearing ungrateful 
to her benefaftrefs and the Governor, that 
gentleman rcleafed her from her engagement 

B5 10 
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to accompany his children to England, and 
Ipok? fo highly in favour of Major Daven- 
port, who had long been in poflcflion of her 
'heart, that it required but little perfuafion to 
Induce her to accompany him to the altar.— 
Though they had not any children, no two 
people enjoyed a greater fhare of connubial 
felicity. 

" The Major was the younger fon o( an an- 
'cient family, who thought they had done 
their duty in fending him out to India 
very niuch againft his inclinations, and 
leaving him to rife by his merit and bravery. 
^As he poflefTed both in the fuperlative de- 
gree, he had attained the rank of General 
Tome years before his death — no thanks to 
his relations : therefore the difpofing of his 
property in favour of his excellent wife was 
only a juft return for her exemplary con- 
* duft, and the real afreftion Ihe bore him. — 
-Having paid every refpeft to his memory the 
fmcereft regret could devile, fhe fet fail for 
England, determined to fettle in the neigh- 
^ 6 bourhood 
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bourhood of her firft friend, with whom flie 
had conftantly correfponded, and in or near 
her native village ; but, to her infinite forrow, 
Mrs. Ravenfby paid the debt of nature while 
fhe was upon her voyage. This melancholy 
intelligence made a great alteration in her 
pJan ; and before fhe formed another, fhe 
refolved to confult an only furviving diftant 
relation of her father's, whofe character Mrs. 
Ravenfby had taught her to refpeft, and 
whom fhe frequently mentioned ' in her 
letters, in hopes of promoting an intimacy, 
which was likely to prove of infinite ad- 
vantage to both parties. 

Dr. Lewis, at the age of fifty, was fl:ill 
a bachelor. He had for many years travelled, 
in the capacity of governor, with various 
young noblemen. . Having thus acquired a 
handfome income, and a living in Lincoln- 
fhire, but unfortunately in too low a part of 
that country to allow him to do the duty 
himfelf^ owit^g to a weak conflitution, he had 
fixed his abode in the environs of the metro- 

B 6 polls. 
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polls, Mrs. Davenport paid him an early 
vifit; their relationfhip rendered the formal 
ceremony of an introdudlion unneceflary, 
and a fimilarity of fentiments and diipofidon 
foon induced them to confider each other in 
the light of old friends. 

Dr. Lewis by no means approved of her 
intention of refiding in the north, and 
pointed out how infinitely more agreeably (he 
would be ficuated in any pleafant village near 
London, as the ancient fpirit of Britifh hof- 
pitality was almoft totally extinft, and (he 
would be confidered as a ftranger even in 
her native village, which would only ftrve to 
remind her of former friends and paft plea- 
fures — ideas by no means calculated toincreafe 
her felicit)^. If retirement was what flic 
. fought, flie might live more privately near him 
than in the more remote part of the ifland ; 
and if (he wilhed to feleft a chofen fociety, 
the neighbourhood of London would cer- 
tainly afford her far more opportunities of 
tliat kind, than flie could meet with in any 
country place. He had been employed 

many 
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many years in endeavouring ro inftruft the 

fifing generation, but could not boaft of 

having been very fuccefsfui; therefore his 

prefent aioi was to (ce as little of thofe follies 

(which neither his difpofition nor cloth would 

allow him to countenance) as poffible, and to 

do as much good as laid in his power. He 

then entered into a few details refpefting his 

manner of living, which appeared fo rational to 

Mrs. Davenport, that Ihe earneftly requeftcd 

him to take up his abode with her as foon 

as (he was fettled ; alledging, by his advice, 

Ihe Ihould be enabled to make a proper ufe 

♦ of the gifts of Fortune, without falling into 

either of the unjuftifiable extremes of par- 

fimony or -extravagance. This idea was 

fo flattering, that Dr. Lewis readily confented 

to aflume the part of her domeftic chaplain. 

Fairfield had been advertifed to be fold 
juft before their meeting, and was im- 
mediately purchiafed for their future refi- 
dencc i but, owing to various neceflary re- 
pairs, (he had but juft removed thither when 
this hiftory commences. Her cftablilhment 

was 
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was formed upon a liberal^ though not extra- 
vagant plan, — and a fclcft focicty, to which 
(he had been introduced by the Doftor, who 
daily rofc in her cftcem, rendered her fitua- 
tion truly enviable i — and though Ihc fincercly 
deplored the accident which had placed the 
lielplcfs infant (Ihe had rcfcued from the par- 
ridi) under her care, flie at the lame time re- 
joiced at the opportunity of rendering her be- 
nevolence a permanent fource of delight. — 
' Thougli very averfe to the idea of parting 
witli the child, ftill die thought it neceflary to 
make every fartiicr poITible enquiry in the 
neighbourhood where ihc was led to fuppolc 
the unfortunate mother had rcfidcd — a rafk 
Dr. Lewis readily undertook, but could 
obtain no intelligence likely to anfwcr tlic 
end of his journey i and, upon his return, it was 
agreed diat the child fliould be chriftencd — a 
ceremony it might not yet have undergone ; 
but admitting it had, as there feemcd nj 
likelihood of difcovcring its former name, it 
was neceflary to give it another. It was 
therefore carried to the parifli church, and 

baptized 
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baptized by the name of Clement Davenport, 
to the no fmall amazement, and even fcandal 
of fome of the neighbours, who almoft 
thought it a fin in his godmother to beftow 
her own name upon a child of fuch doubtful 
cxtraftion : — had fhe put it out to nurfe, it 
would have been more than doing her duty 
by it, but to think of hiring a maid pur- 
polcly to attend upon the brat, was a fure 
fign her thoufands were lightly got ; — how- 
ever, they wilhed the child might be the 
better for her folly in the end. 

As thefe ftrifturcs did not reach Mrs. 
Davenport's ears (nor would they have made 
any alteration in her plans if they had), flie 
thought fhe was merely paying her debt of 
gratitude to Heaven for having granted her 
as generous a friend when in as much need 
of proteftion as the helplefs child, who foon 
engroflcd a confiderable fhare of her affec- 
tion. As he grew up, the lightnefs of his 
form, peculiar beauty of his features, and 
uncommon fweetnefs of his temper, made 

him 
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him more and more beloved by his kind be* 
nefaftrefs: Dr. Lewis thought his infan* 
tine fallies difplayed ftrong marks of inborn 
genius, and foon found great amufement in 
fuperintending the firft ftudics of the young 
Clement. 

Mrs. Davenport, who never rccoUefted 
the untimely fate of his mother without a figh, 
had ftriftly cautioned her houfehold againft 
mentioning the unfortunate incident to her 
godchild, who therefore fuppofcd himfelf an 
orphan, without being (cnfible of the extent 
of his obligations to his kind godmother, who 
was frequently occupied in forming plans for 
his future advancement in life, and had once 
decided, if he was not claimed before that 
period, to fend him to fchool when he at- 
tained his fcventh year, and to India at fix- 
teen, where fhe had ftill friends likely toaflift 
her benevolent intentions ; — ^but her firft plan 
was deranged by the fingular attachment 
both fhe and the Doftor felt for him i they 

therefore 



£LL£SM£RE. l^ 

therefore determined to undertake the tafk of 
his education between therti. At a public 
fchool he would be unavoidably fubjefted to 
mortifications they were particularly anxious 
to fhield him from ; in India, neither the 
obfcurity nor uncertainty of his birth would 
impede his promotion, though it might fub- 
jeft him to many difagrecable rcfleftions, in 
a leminary near Watford > and Mrs, 
Davenport could not bear the idea of remov-^ 
ing him to any diftance. 



» 
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complied with, Clement only laughed at 
her anger, telling her he could retaliate — fhe 
was gachering forbidden fruiu One word 
brought on another, till the damfel burft into 
tears of rage, and called Clement a beggar's 
brat — nay, a beggar's baftard for any thing 
Ihe knew to the contrary, and vowed fhe 
would not put up with fuch treatment from 
any fuch bafe-born urchins. The footman 
retorted -, and the quarrel became now fo 
ferious and loud, that Dr. Lewis and Mrs. 
Davenport, difturbed by the noife, came 
out to enquire in what it originated. An 
explanation was therefore obliged to take 
place, which proved fo little favourable to 
the enraged Mary, though her reproaches to 
Clement were fuppreffed, as the had under- 
taken the part of orator, that Mrs. Davenport 
thought fhe had met with no more than her 
dcferts. Mary had z/pirity and made an an- 
fwer which occafioned an order for her im- 
mediate difcharge, 

r Though 
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their appetite, regardlefs of their miftrefs't 
prohibition. 

One of the footmen, who generally at- 
tended Clement when he went a filhing, was 
affifting him to arrange fome lines at the 
window, which was open. Owing to their 
being bufily employed, they flood very 
quiets but hearing a little buzz below, 
Clement looked out, and making a fign to 
his companion, inftantly lowered a line he had 
in his hand, ready prepared for angling, and 
caught hold of a very fmart cap, and, by a 
fudden jerk, drew it up, and in at the win- 
dow. The footman burft into a loud laugh^ 
and Clement triumphed in the fuccefs of his 
exploit : — not fo the offended fair one, who 
felt particularly angry to find herfclf not only 
detefted in an aft of difobedience, biit ex- 
pofed to the ridicule of one of her male com- 
panions. In a very peremptory ftrain, fhe 
demanded the refloration of her cap, threat- 
ening to prefer her complaint to Mrs. Da- 
venport if her requefl was aot immediately 

complied 
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complied with. Clement only laughed at 
her anger, telling her he could retaliate — (he 
wa$. gathering forbidden fruit. One word 
brought on another, till the damfel burft into 
tears of rage, and called Clement a beggar's 
brat — nay, a beggar's baftard for any thing 
Ihe knew to the contrary, and vowed fhe 
would not put up with fuch treatment from 
any fuch bafe-born urchins. The footman 
retorted -, and the quarrel became now fb 
ferious and loud, that Dr. Lewis and Mrs. 
Davenport, difturbed by the noife, came 
out to enquire in what it originated. An 
explanation was therefore obliged to take 
place, which proved fo little favourable to 
the enraged Mary, though her reproaches to 
Clement were fuppreffed, as the had under- 
taken the part of orator, that Mrs. Davenport 
thought fhe had met with no more than her 
dcferts. Mary had z/pirity and made an an- 
fwer which occafioned an order for her im- 
mediate difcharge, 
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Though Clement thus came off viftorious, 
Mary's reproaches made a ^eep impreffion 
upon his mind. . Mrs, Davenport remarked 
the unufual gloom upon his expreflive coun- 
tenance when he came to wifh her good 
night. Being as fond of him as (he would have 
been of an only fon, fhe anxioufly enquired 
if he was not well; then reficfting upon the 
before mentioned fracas, faid, in a gayer tone, 
*^ I am afraid your having offended Mrs. 
. Molly lays heavy upon your mind i flie was 
heretofore one of your favourites." 

Clement was forry he had been the occa- 
fion of her being difcharged. 

'* Well, if that' is all that diftreffes you, I 
can eafily recal my word i I will tell her, at 
your requeft, I fhall overlook what flie faid." 

Still no fmiling teftimony of his gratitude irra- 
diated the face of her favourite ; Ihe even per- 
ceived tears, which he was in vain endeavouring 
to difpcrfcj Handing m his eyes, and his heart 

feemed 
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fcemed too full for utterance. Serioufly 
hurt, (he folded him in her arms, and re- 
quelled to know what had thus affeftcd him 
in fuch foothing terms, that he burft into a 
violent flood of tears, and at laft fobbed out 
Mary's reproachful epithets, and a requcft to 
know who he really was. 

More provoked than Ihe had ever been in 
her life, Mrs. Davenport exclaimed, " I am 
truly forry it is fo late j had I known this 
fooner, that girl fliould not have flept another 
night in my houfe. But be compofed, my 
dear boy — your parents were no beggars ; — 
an unfortunate accident deprived you of youf 
mother i but while I hve, you fhall never 
know the wane of one -, — your fentiments 
would do honour to any ftation ; and a good 
man is ever more refpefted than a great one. 
Tliink no more of what that creature faid -, I 
Ihall ever glory in my godfon." 

Dr. Lewis, who had been prefent dur- 
ing this fcene, obferved it might afford his 

pupil 
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pupil fbme fatisfaftion to learn upon what 
grounds Mary had founded her bafc aflfert- 
ions. Clement's countenance fliewed how 
much he would be gratified by the propofed 
communication. Mrs. Davenport,, there- 
fore, not chufing to be prefent during the re- 
cital, rofe to leave the room ; he took her 
hand, and once more hoped Molly would not 
be turned away upon his* account, promifing 
never to fifli out of his Window again. 

*' To infult you, my dear child, in fo cniel 
a manner, is doubly infuking me : any other 
offence I might have overlooked upon your 
interceflion ; but after fuch a proof of the 
malignity of her difpofition, I fhould deem it 
a crime to retain her in my fervice.'* 

She then fervently embraced the child o( 
her adoption, and proceeded to enforce her 
former orders to the houfekceper. 

The Do(5lor, meanwhile, faiisfied the curio- 
fity of the impatient Clement, foftcning his re- 
lation 
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lation by repeated aflurances of his own and 
Mrs. Davenport*sattachment ; which was very 
much increafed by the gratitude fo artleflly 
cxprcffed by the young liftener, who, though 
hardly at an age to apprctiate the benefit he. 
was likely to reap from Mrs. Davenport's 
kind intention in his favour, was perfedtly 
fenfible of the indulgent treatment he had 
ever experienced from both her and the 
Doftor. 



CHAP. IV. 

OOON after this event, Mrs. Davenport 
took a fmall houfe in London, where fhe 
conftantly Ipent the winter months, and fre- 
quently a week at a time during the fum- 
mer, that Clement might have the inftruc- 
tions of the beft mafters in thofe fciences and 

accompliih« 
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accomplifliments the Doftor did not con- 
ceive himfcif competent to teach. Thus the 
cnfuing fix years foon rolled on, and Mrs. 
Davenport found herfelf more averfe than 
ever to part with him at the period flie had 
decided he fhould go to India. If (he was 
ill, no one was half fo anxious for her re- 
covery, nor contributed towards it fo much. 
If fhe ever went out without him, he always 
flew to welconic her return with unafFefted 
delight. To render her happy fecmed to be 
his only ftudy ; and her approving fmiles 
conftituted his greateft felicity : to deprive 
Jierfelf, therefore, of his fociety, Ihe forefaw 
would be to relinquifli her greateft fource of 
delight ; — and as Ihe had no relations in want 
of what (he had to difpofe of, fhe determined 
to make her favourite her heir j and, by way 
of giving him confequence in the neighbour- 
hood, made no fecretofher intentions j and 
Jie was fo generally beloved in the fmall, but 
chofen circle of her vifiters, that no one dif- 
approved of what Clement deemed an excels 
pf gencrofity. Much as he loved her, he 
vbL.f-n c ^as 
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was very forry fhe had rclinquiflied the 
fcherae offending him to India, where he had 
hoped to rife by thcfc talents he owed to her 
benevolence j but (he treated him with fuch 
uniform maternal tendernefs before he was 
eighteen, that the moft brilliant proipefts of 
future advantage would hardly have confbled 
him.under the idea of a fepararion. 

About this period, (he had a very le- 
vere fit of illnefs, which induced her fe- 
rioufly to think of fettling her worldly con- 
cerns, Sh^ therefore, ai r bed by the advice of 
two of the firft lawyers iirEngland, made her 
will, leaving her beloved Clcn:\cnt her whole 
fortune, a life annuity to Dr. Lewis ex- 
ceptedj and a few handfome legades to her 
old fervants j conftituting him his 6wn maf- 
ter from, the moment of her -death, left even 
Dr. Lewis Ihouid prove a lefs indulgent 
guardian than herfelfi and thought herfelf 
more than repaid for all the kindnefs (he had 
ever ftiewn him, by the. unfeigned traniport 
her unexpcftcd recovery occafioned the 

grateful 
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grateful youth. From that time Ihe allowed 
him five hundred a year, and would have had 
him participate in the amufements the 'me- . 
tropolis afforded i but her own principles, 
which fhe had ^early inftilled into his mind, 
and inculcated by her example and gentle, 
precepts, induced him to confine himfelf 
wholly to her fociety, and to endeavour, by 
every exertion of his mind or talents, to ren- 
der her lefs fenfible of her declining itate of 
health. Thus was (he rewarded for her un-. 
bounded benevolence; her medicines were 
doubly reftorative, when adminiftercd by 
him i and her mod frivqlous wifties were 
furc to be anticipated : even her whims were 
gratified ; and fhe expired in his arms, foon 
after he had entered his twentieth year, bleff-. 
ing him with her laft breath. ^ 

Clement's regret was fincere and poig- 
nant. Her fortune by no means confoled him 
for what he deemed an irreparable lofs : fhe 
had been his mother, his friend, and his 
bcncfaftrcfs j had rcfcued him not only from 

c a poverty. 
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poverty, but pofliblyfaved his life; as, had 
hie fallen into the hands of a parifh nurfe 
upon his mother's death, it was more than 
probable he would not have long furvi ved 
her \ whiqh, indeed, Wd he been doomed to 
receive his education in a vvorkhoule, micrht 
have proved r* bleffing. Refleftions upon 
the pad rendered him truly grateful for the 
prefent*3 and he tefolved never to diigrace 
the memory of her- to whom he owe<;I his 
exiftence, fuperior education^ and prefent 
brilliant fortune — for fuch he deemed be- 
tween four and five thoufand a year, not in- 
cluding Fairfield, furniilied as it ftood. 

Having feen the laft honours paid to her 
' remains, he immediately complied with her 
requeft, that he would aflfume the name and 
arms of Davenport; and refpeftfully en- 
treated his friendly governor would continue 
to refide with him^ or at leajft to fuperintend 
his houfehold during his abfence ; acknow- • 
ledging to the Do(5tor, he felt a great wifh to 
go the grand tour, a notion the worthy divine^ 

greatly 
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greatly encouraged, obfcrving that no one 
could form 'a proper judgment of mankind 
that had not vifited different nations j and 
he was only lorry his advanced age precluded 
him from the pleafure of accompanying him, 
but promifed to procure him fuch letters of 
recommendation as would be likely to prove 
of real utility to him upon his tour. 

Hitherto Clement, except in the fingle 
fracas with Mary, had never been expofed to 
any of thofe humiliations the lovvnefs of. his 
origin taught him to dread ; and Mrs. Da- 
venport's bounty rendered him a man of real 
confequence in his neighbourhood. To dif-^ 
pofe of Fairfield he would have confidered as 
the height of ingratitude, elfc he would have 
preferred a feat at a greater diftance from 
Watford, where he was confcious his name 
would never be mentioned without reviving 
the ftory of his mother's death : — Gie certainly 
was either a widow, or unmarried, though fhe 
fucklcd him, elfe furely fome of her or Jiis 
relations would have enquired after them. 

c 3 Thefe 
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Thefe reflections frequently damped ?iis 
vivacity J and, to prevent them from intrud- 
ing upon him fo often abroad, he refolved to 
travel unattended till he reached Calais, where 
he could hire a courier, who would not be 
able to amufe any of his countrymen with his 
llory ; and, by the Doftor's advice, bent his 
fteps towards Geneva, where he determined 
to Ipend the fummer. 

Accordingly, upon his arrival in that city, 
he took up his abode at one of the numerous 
boarding-houfes for the reception of young 
travellers that city abounds with, and foon 
became intimate with a great many country- 
men, then affembled there upon different 
purfuits, and whofe only enquiry concerning 
each other was comprifed in theft three 
words, " Is he rich ?" and this queftion was 
refolved fo much to their fatisfaftion rcfpeft- 
ing Davenport, that he was prefled to join 
all their parties, and treated with the greateft 
familiarity by feveral young Pee^*s, whole 
travelling allowance was infinitely lefs than 

their 
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their income. Dr.' Lewis had alfo given 
him letters to feveral refpeftable families in 
the town, who received him with politenefs, 
and gave him a general invitation to repeat 
hisvifits. By the advice of his young coun- 
trymen, he foon provided himfelf with a pair 
of faddle horfes, and a Swifs valet, and vifited 
everything worthy of notice in the environs, 
in company with fome or other of his new 
friends. He had been fo much confined to 
Fairfield for the laft two years, that he had not 
had an opportunity of enlarging his acquaint- 
ance among the fair fcx, therefore had 
hitherto never felt any particular partiality in 
favour of any lady -, but his prefent compa- 
nions fo frequently made love the theme of 
their converfacion, and boaftcd fo much of 
their conquefts, that he was fometimes 
tempted to doubt even their folemn affevera- 
tions concerning their bonnes fcrtunes 3 as 
he frequently found himfelf much more^ 
noticed by the ladies than thefe, as he could 
not help thinking them, boafting coxcombs. 

c 4 Matrimony 



32 ELLESMERE. 

Matrimony . had never yet ferioufly en- 
tered his head 3 but fometimes, when his 
thoughts led that way, he almoft determined 
never to part with his liberty, as he conceived 
ic more than probable ho woman of refined 
fentiments, and whofe family, fortune, and 
education, might make her a defirable com- 
panion for life, would accept his hand j and 
he Felt little inclined to chufe among thofc 
who might overlook his want of birth, in 
confideration of his fortune. 



CHAP, V. 

, JljLE had been about four months at Geneva 
when he made a party with fome countrymen 
to vifit Laufannc ; and the day after his ar- 
rival there, dined at a banker's of the name 
of Haller, with his companions, fome of 

whom 
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whom had brought letters to their hofpitable 
entertainer, who, while the Ipirits of his guefts 
were quite in altOy owing to the free circula- 
tion of the bottles, enquired if any of them 
knew of an Englifh courier they could re- 
commend, as a friend of his, a lady, wanted a* 
fcrvant of that defcription to accompany her 
on a tour (he was preparing to take. 

" Is (he old or young, ugly or hand- 
fome ?" was re-echoed from all fides. 

The banker declared they mufl: anfwer his 
queftion before he fatisfied their curiofity, — 
None of them knew of a ftrvant they could 
recommend to his notice. He was very 
forry, becaule the lady, having formed a re- 
folution to vifit Great Britain, particularly 
widied to have an Englifh fervant ia heir 
fuiie. 

Several of the gentlemen protefted, if 
fhe was but young and handfome, that they 
would offer their fervices to her in ti^ac 
capacity. 

c 5 , « Thea 
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'^ Then I think I ftiall heighten your zeal, 
gentlemen/* faid the banker, '' when h give 
you my word of honour flie is the moft beau- 
tiful woman I ever faw; about two and 
twenty, and the greatcft heirefs Switzerland 
can boaft!" 

They declared themfelves, one and all, 
anxious to enter her fcrvice, * if he would 
but introduce them to her; and feveral 
'offered to part with their own fervants, rather 
than fuch a woman fhould be difappoinced, 
" But was (he an inhabitant of Laufanna? had 
they any of them fecn her ?'*— ^<f She did not 
refide at Laufanne ; nor, as (he had never 
been in public (owing to the death of her 
hihcr) for the laft eighteen months, could any 
of them have feen her. She was the only 
daughterofthe late Baronde Grand-Pre, who, 
during his lifetime, held a very diftinguifhed 
poll in the Pruffian fcrvice. He had died 
immenfely fich, and had left his title and 
fortune to the lady inqueftion, who had, fince 
his deaths conftantly refided at the Caftle of 

Grand- 
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Grand-Pre, between Laufanne and Vevay, 
and had lately formed the determination of 
feeing a little of the world while Ihe remained 
her own mitlrefs. 

*' I fuppofe," faid a Baronet, who was 
of the party, " fhe has not formed a very 
high opinion of Swifs gallantry, fo willies to 
try whether fhe may not meet with a gentle- 
man more to her rafte in fome other country." 
*' I can't pretend to fay whether fhe is 
aftuated by any other motive befides curio- 
, fity in the wi(h fhe exprefTes to vifit France 
and England," replied the banker; '* I only 
know fhe has peremptorily refufed fpme very 
excellent offers, and has repeatedly declared 
Ihe will never part with her liberty till fhe has 
difpofed of her heart; and whether that will 
ever happen, or where fuch an event is likely 
to take place, I fhan't pretend to pro- 
gnoflicate." 

Mofl of the young men prefent fwore they 
muft fee this all-accomplifhcd beauty, and 

c 6 formed 
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formed feveral mad projefts for that purpofe, 
till they were ferioufly rcquefted by Mr. 
Haller to refleft the age of chivalry vras 
ovcTy and that, fhould they attempt to put 
any of their abfurd devices into execution, 
their folly would be placed to his door. 

They laughed at his gravity j but he had 
the pleafure to perceive their romandc ardour 
evaporated with the fiimes of the wine, they 
had been drinking. Davenport alone pon- 
dered upon what had pafled concerning 
Madame de Grand-Pre; and as foon as he 
was in bed, he formed various plans to gra- 
tify the curiofity the banker's recital had in- 
fpired him with. At laft he determined to fct 
out for her caftle the moment he was up, and 
to offer her his fervices in quality of courier -, 
he could eafily objeft to the terms, or the 
duty required, and tlius obtain an interview 
with her without exciting any fufpicions of 
his real errand : and this was the only certain 
means he could devife to grarify the dcfire 
he felt to fee this paragon. He had come to 

L^ufannQ 
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Laufanne on horfcback, and there was little 
fear of his miffing the road to fuch a feat ; he 
^could defire his valet to inform his compa- 
nions he was gone to breakfaft at a Swift 
gentleman's in the environs, which excufe 
would pafs current, and he might be mo^re 
explicit or not upon his fcturn, according to 
the fuccefs h^ met with. 

As it was now the middle of fummer, and 
the weather remarkably fine, he forefaw no- 
thing but pleafure in his propofed jaunt, if he 
could but let off before his friends were ftir- 
ring, which, having given orders to be called 
,earjy, he hoped to be able to effedt ; and, 
in that cafe he determined to put his abfurd 
plail into execution. After a very reftlefs 
night, he rofe, confirmed in his wife refohi- 
tion ; dreffed with all imaginable fpeed ; and 
leaving his propofed meffage for his party, 
fet out foon after eight, in hopes of .meeting 
with the Baroncfs, before Ihe went out for 



an airing. 
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The Caftlc of Grand-Prc was a fine an- 
cient building ; it flood upon a gentle emi- 
nence, fronting the beautiful Lake of Geneva; 
the pleafure grounds extended to a confidcr- 
able diftance on either fide, and were fcpa-. 
rated from the road by a wall, which Daven- 
port looked over when he came in fight of 
the houfc, wifliing to take a view of the man- 
fion which contained the celebrated beauty 
he was going to vifit. 

While he was thus employed, he perceived 
two ladies coming out of a plantation at Ibme 
diftance, who feemed to be liftening, having 
heard the found of the horfe's feet, -but not 
having perceived Clement, who found the wall 
was too high to allow him to obtain a dillindt 
yiew of them, without raifing himfclf for that 
purpofe ; and when he did, the fhrubs 
equally impeded his fight, though, from 
' their drefs and appearance, as far as he could 
difcern, he prefumed one of them was the 
Baronefs ; therefore thought, if he could get 
a full view of her without alighting, he would 

turn 
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turn about, and ride back ag^in without in- 
truding upon her under a falfc pretence. He 
therefore rode on towards an opening he 
perceived rathe^ farther on, whither the 
ladies appeared, bending their fteps, which 
was literally the cafe, as they wiflicd to fee, 
from the fame angle in the wall, who was 
coming to the caftle (the road that ran by 
the fide of the park, or pleafure grounds, 4ed 
no where elle) ; and there was a (eat in this 
corner favourable to their defign, upon which 
they both ftepped at the very moment. Cle- 
ment, not having heard them (as they had 
b^en walking upon turfi and had not fpoke), 
ftopped his horfe, and raifed himfelf in^ 
his ftirrups, to take a nearer furvey of their 
features; but he had no foonerputhis hand 
upon the wall, than his horfe flew from under 
him, fiartled at the fuddea appearance of the 
ladies' heads : they fcreamed out, and the 
horfe galloped off, leaving his rider ex- 
tended motionlefs upon the ground. 

4 The 
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The hdics, who attributed his accident 
fblely to their own curiofity, redoubled their 
cries, and rufhed out into the road through 
a fmall gate, within a few yards of the Ipot 
where the ftranger lay, followed by ievcral 
fervants, who, alarmed by their fcreams, had 
come running from the houfe, and various 
parts of the gardens. The Baronefs (for it 
was to her, and a lady rather older than her- 
felf, who refided with her in quality of com- 
panion, Clement owed his misfortune) was 
the firft who reached him, and inftaritly 
caught hold of the hand next her — it was to 
appearance lifelels: (he therefore haftily 
dropped it, and, fcized with horror at the 
dreadful idea of having occafioned the death 
of a fellow-creature, funk down by his fide, 
faintly articulating, " He is dead !" 

The fervants, who could not conceive 
what had befel the flranger, were all alarmed 
for their miftrefs. Her companion, half 
wild with terror, hardly knew what co do, 
but ordered the Baronefs to be borne tov/ards 

the 
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the caftle, \^hile fhe ran forwards to afliit in 
recovering her. 

^^ But who was the gentleman ? how 
came he there ? and what v/as to be done 
with him ?" enquired thofe fervancs who were 
not employed about their miftrefs. . 

The two firfl: queftions Mademoifelle 
Denefir could not anfwer ; but, in reply to 
their lafl:, (he ordered every means to be 
tried to recover him, and difpatched one of 
them for medical affiftance. The Baronefs, 
being > brought home in fuch a fituation, 
threw the houfehold into the utmoft confu- 
fion. The men-fervants, as foon as they had 
feen their miftrefs fafe under the care of the 
attendants of her own fex, hurried back to 
the ftranger, whom the gardeners were bufily 
employed about; but as yet he difplayed 
little or no figns of life. They opened bis 
. fhirt collar, to afford a free circulation to the 
blood, and applied volatiles, vinegar, and 
various other ipecifics, Mademoifelle Denefir 

• had 



4^ £LL£SM£R£« 

had fent, to hisremples and noftrils, with very 
little effect, for near a quarter of an hour j 
by which time the Baroncfs was fufficiently 
recovered to enquire whether he really was 
no more ? No one could take upon them- 
ftlves to give their opinion. She then en- 
quired where he was ? 

" Where he had fallen," Mademoifellc 
Denefir informed her. 

" Is itpoflible, Mademoifclle," exclaimed 
the Baronefs, in a reproachful tone, " you 
did not give immediate orders to have the' 
unfortunate viflim of our unpardonable curi- 
oiity brought into the houfe ? If we had not 
been at all acceflary to his accident, com- 
xnon hurnanity would have induced me to 
have left nothing: untried to reftore him to 
life. I defire he may be inftantly brought 
in. Has any body had charity enough to go 
in queft of a furgeon ? or has the ftranger 
been left to expire for want of affiftance upon 
the high ^oad ?" 

Mademoifelle Deneflr excufed herfelf for 
not having anticipated the Baronefs's wiflies, 

upon 
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upon the fcore of the alarm her indifpofition 
had given her ; but aflured her all the men- 
fervants were then employed about the 
ftranger, and that one of the ftable people was 
gone for a furgeon. 

In conlequence of thefe orders, the ftill 
lifclcfs Davenport was brought into the 
houfe, and laid upon a fofa in a large par- 
lour, which opened into the garden, whither 
the Barohcfs immediately repaired, deter- 
mined, flie faid, to fee every thing done 
likely to accelerate his recovery, till they 
could procure medical affiftancc. 

Mademoiielle Denefir ventured to hint, 
that the ftranger could not be a perfon of any 
great confequencc by his being unattended. 

" Were he the meaneft peafant in any of 
my tenants' employ, he would be entitled to 
every afUftancc humanity, can devife upon 
fuch an occafion." 

The 
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The companion was filenced, and followed 
her friend into the parlour, who was very 
near fainting the fecond time when (he 
caught fight of her (as fhe fuppofed) expir- 
ing gueft i but making an effort to conquer 
her terror, fhe again took hold of his hand, 
and thought Ihe felt his pulfe flutter, Ani- • 
♦mated by the hopes flie now ventured to en- 
tertain, fhe caught a vial out' of the hands of 
a fervant, who was rubbing his temples ; and, 
.notwithflanding her fright and tremor, (he 
chofe to take the office upon herfelf — '^ Who 
could it be?" the fervants wondered ; no 
one had the flightefl knowledge bf his fea- 
tures; but his drefs, particularly his fine 
linen, led the Baronefs to fuppofe he was a 
manoffbme confequence: he had, befides, 
a remarkably fine (kin, which (he could not 
help oblerving, as his (hirt collar was open, 
and a very valuable diamond fhirt pin, a pre- 
fent of the late Mrs. Davenport's, added 
(Ircngth to her furmifes. He had been (e- 
verely ftunned, but had fuffered no other 
material injury from his fall, and was 

therefore 
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therefore foon able to underftand all that was 
faid by his anxious attendants, long indeed 
before he could either fpeak, or open his eyes. 

\ 

The Baronefs's hopes of his recovery 
gained ftrength every minute : — " She was 
fure the man \7ho had been fcnt for the fur- 
geon, had gone on foot, or had walked his 
horfe all the wayto the village ; but perhaps 
the delay originated in the pradtitioncr. If 
her conjefture proved true, fhe would never 
employ him again; but fuch people rarely 
pofleffed any feeling." 

Her anxiety, and evident fears for his, 
fafety, were not loft upon Davenport, who 
felt himfclf particularly re-anim.ated by the 
Avarm foft hand which was chafing; his tem- 
pies, and thought the Baronefs too good to 
take fuch pains to recover him from the 
cfFefts of an accident he fo richly deferved. — 
At laft he was able to open his eyes, but was 
foon forced to ciofe them again, till he had 
obtained a momentary glance of the beau- 
tiful 
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tifiil countenance his anxiety to fcrutinize had. 
nearly coft him his life ; and though he cer- 
tainly did not fee her to advantage, he 
thought fhe more than deferved all the en- 
comiums Mr. Haller had beftowed upon 
her : and what he had overheard, convinced 
him fhe pofleffed a great fhare of feeling ; — 
but he was exceflively furprifed to hear her 
lay, in very good Englifh, when he again 
clofed his eyes, *' Heaven be prailed !" as if 
talking to herfclf ; and it was certainly an 
involuntary ejaculation. 

He foon found himfelf much better, but 
remained in an apparent ftate of infenfi- 
bility for fome minutes after the repeated 
applications had reftored him to his recol- 
ledion, refledling what he ought to fay when 
called upon to give an account of himfelf. — 
** He muft ftick to his firft plan s .for where 
could he fay he was going, when he met with 
his accident, but to the Caftle of Grand-Pre ; 
and what other excufe could he allcdge for 
making fuch a vifit ? Befides^ he was parti- 
cularly 
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cularly averfe to making himfelf known, not- 
withftanding the kind rrearment he had 
met with, convinced that he Ihoiild be 
finely laughed at by his companions, (hould 
his adventure be made public: — however, 
finding himfelf able to fpeak, he r:pened his 
eyes once more, and made an attempt to raife 
himfelf. Perceivinq; his clothes hang loofe 
about him, he tried to button his waiftcoat ; 
while the Baronefs, who had ceafed her em- 
ployn:ient as foon as he moved, requefted 
he would lie ftill a little longer. 

" Your Ladyfhip is too good," he re- 
plied, in an audible whifper, and in Englifli ; 
" but I have already, though very uninten- 
tionally, intruded too much upon your bene- 
volence.^' 

While he fpoke, his eyes were rivetted 
upon the molt engaging countenance and 
fineft figure, he thought, he had ever be- 
heldr The Baronefs lowered her fine blue 
eyes under his piercing glances, while ihe 
aflured him .flie was particularly happy to 
fii^d him fo well recovered. 

She 
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She {poke in French ; but her looks, and 
former eiaculation, convinced him flie un- 
derflood Englifh, diough fhc did not chufe 
to converfe in that language before her 
fervants* 

He now raifed himfelf by the afliftance of 
an elderly man-fervant, but found himfelf 
unable to ftand, as he was ftill rather giddy ; 
though he felt the longer he fuffered her to 
fuppofe him what his appearance announced 
him to be, the lefs able he (hould be to tcU 
his concerted ftory without putting them 
both in a very awkward predicament ; and 
fhe fo feelingly entreated him not to think of 
moving, affuring him (he was in momentary 
expeftation of her furgeon, and feemed fo 
interefted for his fafety, that he could, with 
pleafure, he thought, at ;hat moment, have 
entered into her fcrvice for life. A fcnti- 
ment, which had never before difturbed his 
tranquillity, made him dread the idea of the 
approaching feparation. The few aniwcrs 
be did venture to make, he framed fo as not 

€0 
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to appear to take advantage of the politenefs 
Ihe continued to treat him with. The ar- 
rival of the fumeon was rather a relief to ' 
both 5 as Madame de Grand-Pre, from 
Clement's vifible confufion, earneft though 
refpedful Ranees, and incoherent anfwers, 
rather began to fulpeft the real purport of 
his vifit, cortfcious her fortune (not to men- 
tion her beauty, and it is to be prefuraed (h^ 
fometimes looked in the glafs) might have 
induced the fine young fellow before her to 
have made at leaft an attempt to fee her. 

^^You were certainly not at home, Mr. 
Duval, when my fervant reached your 
houfe ?" was her addrefs to the furo:eon, more 
interefted for the ftranger, from her late re- 
flexions. 

" Indeed I was/ Madam, and galloped 
every ftepof the way hither ; for your fervant 
told me he had left you in a fit, and a gen- ' 
• tleman quite dead, fuppofed to have been 
killed by a fall from his horfe," 

VOL. I. o *^ Was 
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" Was it poITible," Clement thought, 
*^ fhe could be thus fenfibly affefted when 
fhe thought him no more ?" The idea com- 
pleted his cure. 

The Baronels faid fhe was in no need of 
his advice, but defired him to offer it to that 
gentleman, looking at Davenport, who had 
met with an accident, which might be at- 
tended with dangcroi:?3 confcqucnces. 

Leaving the room with her friend, and 
other female attendants, to afford her gueft 
an opportunity to confult the diiciple of 
Efculapius, who infifted fo much upon -the 
necefllty of bleeding in fuch cafes, that Cle- 
ment fubmitted to the operation, almoft de- 
termined to abandon his firft defign^ fincc 
matters had turned out fo ftrangely, and 
merely to account for his being under the 
garden wall, by pretending that he had 
loft his road ; but then would this enfure him 
another interview with Madame de Grand- 
Pre ? Would Ihc receive him again, if he 
.ventured to repeat his vifit to renew his 

thanks 



£LL£SM£R£. 5I 

thanks for the kind treatment he had met 
with ? Then again, notwithftanding the fa- 
vourable impreflion (he had made upon his 
heart, he had Ibng determined never to part 
with his liberty in favour of the fincft wom^n 
in the world, if her temper was not likely to 
contribute to their joint felicity; and how 
could he form a better judgment of the Ba- 
ronefs's difpofition, than by engaging in her 
fervice ? Still this was rather a dangerou^ 
experiment; and Ihould his folly be dif- 
covered, every one at all acquainted with his 
(lory would attribute the abfurd notion to the 
obfcurity, not to (ay vulgarity, of nis origin, 
which, in fpite of the excellent education he 
had received, and the large fortune he 
inherited from Mrs. Davenport's kindnefs, 
had led him to adopt the line of life nature 
had originally intended him for: — yet (hould 
he make himfclf an intereft in her heart 
under fo humble a difguife, what a triumph ! 
and what had he to expedt, fuppofe he fhould 
venture to addrefs her as Clement Daven- 
port ? Honour would forbid his concealing 
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the meannefs of his extradlion; therefore 
was it likely the Baronefs de Grand-Pre 
would confent to bear a name he owed to 
the benevolence of his late benefaftrefs ? That 
his parents were among the very lowed clals 
of people, did not admit of a doubt , — indeed 
it was generally fup^.ofcd about Watford, Jiis 
mother had been a foldier's wife or miftrefs, 
as a reo;iment had marched from a town near 
the p'ace fhe had been taken up at, two days 
bfore flie mtt wi^h her accident, and had em- 
barked at Gravefend for the Weft Indies be- 
fore Mrs. Davenport thought of enquiring 
into the probability of fo likely a conje£ture. 
As they had enlifted fevcral recruits upon 
their march, his father might have been one 
of them, which rather accounted for the 
money found in his mother's pocket. How- 
ever, whether he was born in wedlock or 
not, his defcent was certainly nothing lels 
than illuftriousj and this bitter reflexion, 
never recurred to him with greater forccthan 
during his prefent meditations. Of courfe, 
with what hopes could he venture .t;p. ^fpire to . 

the 
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the, baud of. the lovely Swiffefs ? As her 
courier, fhould (he accept of his fervices, he 
might ftudy her temper and propenfities, and ^ 
perhaps have reafon to rejoice that neither 
his rank nor fortune enabled him openly 
to declare his fentiments in her favour. 

■ 

4 

The furgeon having performed the ope- 
ration, without reflefcing fuch a proceeding 
v/as very inconfiftent with the part he was 
preparing to aft, Davenport put a double 
Louis into his hand. The practitioner's 
refpedful bows, and advice that he would - 
drink a few glaffes of wine by way of raifing 
his fpirits, and not leave the caftle during 
the heat of the day, reminded him of the folly 
he had been guilty of^j fofaiJ, '^ I have al- 
ready intruded much too long, Sir^ may I 
therefore requefl: you would inform Madame 
'la Baronnel was coming to Grand-Pre upon 
bufinefs, when my awkwardnefs occafioned 
the accident wiiich, I am afraid, has made 
me appear very deficient in point of refpeft ?'* 

03 The • 
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The furgeon, a true Swifs, bowed, and 
retired to deliver his mefiage, which, after 
enquiring how the Baronefs found herfclfi he 
did nearly verbatim, concluding upon being 
offered a fecond fee by informing her how 
amply his (kill had been already rewarded. 

Anxious to learn what bufmefs had brought 
this interefting ftranger to her caftle, having 
difmifled the lurgeon, fhe haftened, attended 
by her friend, to join him, obferving his libe- 
ral payment of M. Duval was a convmcing 
progf he was^ a man of fortune. 

The moment fhe appeared at the door, 
Clement rofe from his feat, and, bowing very 
refpedfully, without allowing her time t<> 
make any enquiries after his health, faid, 
*' A prefumptuous hope, Madame, of obtain- 
inga place in your fervice, brought me under 
your park wall, having learned at Laufanne 
you were in want of an Englifli courier to 
accompany you upon a tour you are going to 
make, I am only afraid the fpecimen \ have 
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given you of my awkwardnefs may induee 
you to rcjcdt my ferviccs 5 a proper fenfe of 
my own inferiority forces me to fupprefs my 
gratitude' fqj; treatment to which I undoubt- 
edly owe my fljiftence." 

The Baroncfs, at once furprifed and difap- 
pointed, hardly knew how to reconcile this 
acknowledgment to Davenport's Jtruly ele- 
gant appearance, manners^ and difcourfe, — 
A very handfome gold watch-chain, from 
which depended feveral feals, not to mention 
the fhirt pin, which either was a diamond, or 
fogood an imitation, that it mufl: deceive the 
greateft connoiflcurs in jewels, were appen- 
dages very unfuitable to a perfon who wiihed 
to travel with her in the capacity he men- 
tioned : her former corijedturcs, therefore, 
recurred to her mind. Naturally of a very 
romantic turn, they flattered what might 
truly be deemed her only failing : — flie mufl; 
quefliion the fl:ranger; his anfwers, might 
enable her to difcover whether flae had formed 
a wrong judgment. Xhe general tenor of 

D 4 her 
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her difpofition, which was mildly benevolent,, 
induced her to defire him to refume his 
feat. " You muft ftill be faint, young 
man/' motioning with her hand while ftie 
fpoke. 

Clement bowed, but remained ftafiding. 

'^ Pray who informed you I was in want of 
a. courier ?'* 

" An Englifh Nobleman, Madame, whom 
I have had the honout to ferve for fbme time; 
lie learned it from Mr. Haller, of Laufanne/* 

This was all very poRible, Ihe thought 5 
though il by no means accounted for the 
ftriking elegance of his figiire, grace of his 
manners^ nor for his donation to the furgeon. 



"Where is your mafter, and how qame he 
to be inclined to part with you ?" - 

He had conned over his anfwers to the 
probable queftions he (hould be a(ked, during 
his ride j therefore inftantly replied, " His 

late 
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late mafter was gone forward that very morn- 
ing to Italy, the language of which countiy 
he was not fufficiently acquainted with to have 
afted in his former capacity : befides, he 
himfelf preferred returning to England." 

Cake and wine having been ordered to be 
brought into the room where they were, by 
the Baronefs, as fhe croOed the hall. Ma- 
demoifelle Denefir walked out to put a flop 
to it as foon as fhe learned what had brought 
Clement to the caftle, who was now defired 
to ftep into the fteward's room, and take 
fome refrefhment. " The furgeon had recom- 
mended a glafs or two of wine ; — fhe would 
confider of his bufinefs during his abfence/" 
ringing the bell, and defiring the fervant who 
anfwered it, " to make the young E4"jglilli- 
man welcome/' 

The fcrvants were as much aftonifhed to 
find this well-dreffed ftranger confidered as 
their companion, as their miftrefs had beca 
at wha: flc could* noc help thinking both a 
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very ftrange and very improbable declara- 
tion, 

Mademoifelle Denefir, rather pleafed to 
find her fair friend had been what fhe thought 
fo egregioudy miftaken, began to rally her 
upon her former conjeftures, acknowledging 
the ftrangcr would make a very fmart fer- 
vant — rather too young, in her opinion : he 
muft have lived with a very generous, or a 
* very extravagant maflcr, if he had only his 
wages to depend upon, to drcfs in the man- 
ner he feemed to do ; — furely he had not rob- 
bed the Lord he faid he had juft left 1" 

" A very charitable conjefture, Made- 
moifelle," replied the Baronefs, very much 
piqued. *^ For the fake of your benevolence^ 
I am fbrry you can adduce no probable cir- 
cumflances in fupport of your kind infiiiua- 
tion, which, believe me, has fo little weight 
with me, that I fhould not fcruple to engage 
the young man without making any further 
enquiries, if I was not confident he would 

6 think 
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think me very precipitate, and muft form but 
a poor opinion of my prudence.'* 

• Mademoifelle Denefir was one of thole 
accommodating charafters fo fit to fill the 
noble office of humble companions to their 
fuperiors in point of fortune. She protelled 
*^ fhe was merely in joke ; and, for her own 
part, though fhe did not pretend to put her- 
felf in competition with th^ Baronefs in point 
of judgment, fhe could not conceive there 
would be any impropriety in engaging the 
young courier immediately ; it.v'/as a difficult 
rhatter to meet w4th thofe fort of people juft 
when they were wanted, as the Baronefs had 
found by experience," 

Exceedingly happy to be perfuaded to fol- 
low the bent of herov/n inclina-tion, Madame 
de Grand-Pre obferved, ^Mf this young fel- 
low fliould not fuit her, (he could eafily dif- 
charpe him at Paris, where fhe certainly 
lliould not be at a lofs to fupply his place." 

" No doubt," replied the complaifant 
friend. "Befides^ali things confidered, her 

D 6 L-adyihip. 
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Ladyfliip was, in fome refpefts, bound ta 
provide for a perfon who had nearly loft his 
life in copying to make her a tender of his 
fer vices." 

" I will have that feat removed/' rejoined 
the Baronefs, " that I may never more have 
to reproach myfelf^^or put it in my fervant's 
power to occafion a fimilar accident. Had 
the young man loft his life> I fhould never 
have forgiven myfelf: however, if he an- 
fv.ers a few more queries I mean to put ta 
him, to my flitisfaftion, he fhall have no caufe 
to regret his misfortune, as I don't at all at- 
tribute his fill to his want of knowing how to 
fit his nor le," 

Madcmoifelle Denefir was exaftly of the 
fame opinion ; and it was agreed, as foon as 
they had allowed Clement time to take fome 
rcfrefliments, he faoiild be fumm.oned to hear 
their decificn. 
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Meanwhile, Davenport was regaled 

in the fteward's room by a fet of ftaid elderly 

male fcrvants, who had grown grey in the 

fervice of the family of Grand-Pre. Their 

venerable appearance, and the fimplicity and 

franknefs of their manners prepofTefled their 

gueft not only in their own favour, but added 

to the eftcem, as he ttyled it, he already felt 

for their beautiful miftrefs. Having under- 

flood, as they thought, who he really was, 

after congratulating him upvon efcaping unhurt, 

they placed the beft that the houfc afforded 

bcrfore him, and defired him to make free ; it 

was their lady's wifh. Davenport launched 

out in^ praife of )ier goodnefs and affability, 

willing to learn their opinion of her. 

" And 
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'^ And don*t you alfo diink her very hand- 
(bmc ?" afkcd rhc butler. 

" Altogether, I think I never law a more 
beautiful woman,*' was the reply. 

The old man (cemed mightily pleafed ;— 
and, giving him a pat upon the fbouldcr, 
*' You are a very fine young feUow, and not 
like moil of your countrymen, who won't 
allow a womcin of any nation to be compared 
to the Britilli ladies. Indeed my miftrcfs 
might lay fome claim to that tide ; for, whe- 
ther you know it or not, her mother was an 
Englifhwoman. This accounted for her 
fpeaking that language, Clement thought; 
while the burier thus proceeded : — ^^ But 
pofitively her beauty is her leall merit, in my 
eyes ; Ihe is the moft charitable, mod hu- 
mane, and moft generous lady, our Republic 
can boaft of: (he is quite adored by her 
tenants and the neighbouring peafantry, and 
quite free from the overbearing pride which 
diftinguilhed her late father. However, he 
is gone, fo God reft his foul ! bpt hi$. 
daughter is worth a thoufand of him ; it is a 

pleafure 
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pleafure to fervc her \ for though the Baron 
was not deficient in point of generoficy, a 
Batzer from his daughter's hand is of more 
value than a Louis-d'or was from his," 

Thefe praifcs ftink deep into Clement's 
heart i and he could have liftened to them 
with pleafure for an hour longer, if the old 
man had not ceafed his praifcs, to prefs him 
to do honour to what was fet before him j— • 
^' he mull be in want of fomething.'* 

This was literallv the cafe, as, he had let 
out fading, which he did not think fit to ac- 
knowledge; and we mud fuppbfe he was 
not yet fo violently in love, as to be infcnfible 
to the calls of nature : ftill every thing the 
butler had faid, increafed the indefinable 

I 

fentiment he felt for the Baronefs. Could he 
but obtain her hand, what a prize ! the at- 
tempt was worthy an Englifhman. He in- 
voluntarily laid down his knife and fork, upon 
the refleftion of the little likelihood he had 
of ever being fo forti^nate^ (hould he perfe- 

vere 
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vere in his prefent mad fcheme. What 
hopes could he entertain, that fhe Vould ever 
confider him in any other light but as a fer- 
vant ? and fhould he. make himfelf known to 
her, how far beneath Madame de Grand- 
Pre was Clement Davenport ? Mr. Haller, 
he reflefted, had laid Ihe would never marry 
but for love : this fpeech held out a faint 
hope ; — then how abfurd he had afted, in 
trying to impofc upon her ! Had he, as he 
once intended, told her he had loft his way, 
he might have wrote to her, have declared 
his paffion, and perhaps (for lovers are apt to 
flatter themfelves) have been bleffed for life 5 
yet was not fhe upon the point of leaving 
Switzerland for fome time, and might not 
return during his ftay in the Republic ? After 
all, were he to engage himfelf, it would merely 
be a frolic, and he fliould be better able to 
fcudy her foibles, from which he could not 
fuppofe her exempt, and to difcern v/hether 
Ihe really meant to keep to the refolution the 
banker faid fhe had formed. Ke coukl ac- 
company her to Paris, where the fervants un- 

derftood 
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dcrftood fhe meant to make fome ftay. The 
journey would do him good, and he could 
write Dr. Lewis word that an agreeable party 
h^d induced him to alter his firft intention of 
fpending the fummer at Geneva, where he 
could leave his Swifs valet snd the bulk of 
his baggage, who could eafily join him again 
wherever he fhould appoint : — ftill he thought 
there were many objecftions to this well- 
formed plan ; but the fervants fo continually 
broke in upon his reflexions, that he had 
come to no decided refolution when the 
Baronef^'s bell runof. 

" That is for you, my young friend," cried 
the butler 5 " but I will Hep and fee." 

During his abfence, the other fervants re- 
capitulated the advantages he might depend 
upon enjoying if his fervices were accepted^ 
renumerating how many years each had lived 
in the family, and declaring they all hoped to 
die at the Caftle of Grand*Pre. 

The 
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The butler foon returned, exclaiming, 
in an exulting tone, " I was not miftaken, 
friend 5 come," pouring out two glafles of 
wine, " here's may you fucceed to your 
wifhes!" 

Clement readily pledged him, and followed 
him acrofs the hall, ferioufiy reflefting upon 
the confequences of his engaging to travel 
with this celebrated beauty i and before he 
reached the room door, had determined not to 
a£l fo abfurdly, but to make fome objec- 
tions, which would cfFe£lually prevent her from 
wifliing to retain him. The moment he faw 
her, all his prudent refolutions vanifhed ; he 
hardly knew what he either did or faid, as he 
could not withdraw his eyes from her erigag- 
ing countenance, till her rifing colour made 
him refleft upon his involuntary rudenefs. — 
She was fitting near one of the windows which 
overlooked the lawn, where he had firft 
caught fight of her, and looked much more 
handfome, he thought, than when he before 
quitted her. She enquired how he found 
himfelf, in fo feeling a tone of voice^ that flic 

/ ftruck 



X 



ELLESMERE-* . 67 

ftruck him as bein^ more than mortal, and 
every prudential confide ration gave way to 
his wifli to fee and converfe daily with his en- 
chantrefs. He Hammered out an incoherent 
anfwer of thanks, dreading fhe might require 
proofs of the truth of what he had advanced, 
and which he (hould find it impoffible to give, 
in which cafe he muft refign the hope of in- 
creafing her fuice ; but when fhe faid, " I think 
you told meyouwere^an Engliiliman ?" he 
ventured to raife his eyes, and anfwer in the af- 
firmative. '*'That alone is almoft a fufficient 
recommendation to me^ I am particularly par- 
tial to the Britifli, and mean to vifit England 
before I return home again : you have tra- 
velled in the capacity of courier, \ prefume, 
and can (peak various languages ?" 

Clement anfwered the laft, and let the firft 
queffion pafs. 

^' Did Mr. Haller know of your coming 
hither?" 

• 

"No, Madame, my maftier did not hear you 
were in want of fuch aperfon till very late laft 

night. 
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night, and kt ofF too early this morning to 
allow hinfi to recommend me to that gentle- 
man's notice. He merely told me I might 
ride over, and try my fortune ; but in cafe I 
ihould not fucceed, he very generoudy, con- 
trary to our firft agreement^ paid my journey 
back to England, where I have friends able 
and willing to provide for me in any way 
mod likely to be conducive to mv v/elfare." 

^^ No doubr," replied the.Baronefs ; '^and 
upon the ftrength of your late mafter's gene- 
rous behaviour, which convinces me you 
deferve encouragcmentj I fnall engage you 
without making any farther enquiries into your 
charaft^r ; you muft underftand every thing 
I ihall require you to do ; — therefore I Ihall 
give you the fame wages the gentleman you 
have left, gave, and equally pay your journey 
to England from wherever we part." 

This unexpefted fuccefs made Clement 
refleft upon the impropriety of his conduft. 
He hardly knew what to fay j therefore only 
bowed his thanks. . 

She 
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She put out her hand : — *^ A trifle as an 
earneft of our agreement, young man j not 
what I ought to give, confidering what you 
havefufFered this morning.*' 

Exceffivcly confufed, he paufed for a few 
Seconds, before he advanced to take, the two 
double Louis which were held out for his 
acceptance ; to refufe them would be very 
inconfiftent with the charafter he had aflumed. 
Befides, they were offered through fo kind a 
motive, and prefented by fo beautiful a hand, 
that he felt tempted to raife it to his lips, as 
Ihe put the money into his, faying, *' When 
will it be convenient for you to cpme ? I 
don't care how foon I am upon the road." 

" Within a week, Madame, if you wifii 
it." 

'^ Oh, to-morrow, if you can — nay, you 
may (lay now, if you chufe ; though, as you 
came on horfeback, you will want your 
clothes; therefore let me fee you as foon as 
poflible i we will then fettle our route, &c. 
&c. I defire you will ride gently back, for 

fear 
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fear of making your arm bleeds nay, it may 
be better if you flop here till evening." 

Clement, highly flattered with the intereft 
fhe fcemed to take in his fafcty, aflured her 
very refpeftfully, that he fhould adhere' to 
her benevolent wilhes, and .would return on 
the day after the morrow, ready to attend 
her when and where fhe pleafed. He then 
bowed and retired, hardly knowing whether 
he ought to rejoice or regret that- fhe had 
contented herfelf with his own word for his 
honefly, fobriety, &c. &c. 



In the hall he was met bv his fellow- fer- 
vants, who all congratulated him upon his 
fuccefs, and prognofticated his accident 
would prove a fortunate circumflance in the 
end. Had Clement been certain their pro- 
phecies would bear the interpretation his 
wifhes led him to hope for, he would have 
been very happy to what he now felt him- 
felf ; defirous of being alone, he mentioned 
his departure. The flable people had 
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caught his horfe foon after his accident ; but 
if he had any objeftion to remount him, the 
coachman offered to. provide him with ano- 
ther he would be anfwerable for, but joined 
his fellow- fcrvants in acjvifing him to poft- 
pone his departure till evening. He eafily 
cxcufed himfclf for not agreeing to their con- 
fiderate propofal, and aflured them he was 
not afraid of his horfe, who was not at all to 
blame for his late accident. He then en- 
quired how the Baronefs meant to travel, 
and was informed with her own horfcs, which 
convinced him at all events he fhould not be 
over fatigued. 

Having taken a kind leave of thefe friendly 
Swifs domeftics, he fet out upon his rc-» 
turn; it was near twelve o'clock, and he had 
hoped to have been back again before eleven, 
but thought it would be imprudent to 
hurry. Though he felt very little from his 
fall, ftill he was anxious not to give his 
friends room to fufped where he had been : 
they had determined to fet out upon their 

return 
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return to Geneva in the cool of the even- 
ing, a refolution he by no means wiflied to 
oppofe. He next reverted to the engage- 
ment he had entered into, and could hardly 
perfuade himfeif.he had afted fb abflirdly; 
yet he fcarcely ever faw a woman he had 
confidered worthy a fecond thought, before 
he met with this captivating Baronels ; and 
as he had taken earneft, he could not, in 
honour, difappoint her. Reafon fuggefted 
he might return the money, and, without 
entering into details, inform the fair lady he 
had found a letter at Laulanne from his for- 
mer mafter, requefting his attendance — a com- 
mand gratitude obliged him to comply with j 
for to acknowledge he had purpofely and 
infidioufiy impofed upon her would cer- 
tainly prove a mortification to fo fenfible a 
woman, and might lead her to form not only 
a very unfavourable opinion of himfelf as an 
individual, but alfo of his fex in general.— 
Love, therefore, urged him, under the plea 
of gratitude, to accompany her to Paris, 
where (he would eafily find a moFC proper 

perlbn 



ELLESMERB. 73 

perfbn to fupply his place. He flioulJ in- 
form his Genevian hoft that he v/as goirigto 
make the tour of Switzerland : his valet, and 
part of his clothes, he fhould leave as a fore 
of guarantee of his return, as he meant to 
retain his apartment, thinking it very pro- 
bable he (hould winter there. As for Dr 
Lewis, he fhould inform him where he wa . 
going, and requeft he would direft his nex' 
letters to a banker's at Paris, v/hofe addreh 
was fpecified in the circular letter of crediv 
' he had brought from England. 

^ • 

Having thus\ arranged matters in his own 
mind, he was rather more reconciled to his 
wild expedition before he reached Laufanne. 
His party were happy to fee him return s — 
but entertaining no fufpicion^ of his having 
deceived them, they aiked him no qucftions 
concerning his morning's expedition, and, in 
the evening, they all proceeded to Roilrs, 
where they flept, determined to purfue their 
journey early the next morniag, that they 
might reach Geneva by break&ft* 

VOL. I. * E CiiAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 




.ARIA, Bardhefs de Grand-Pre, ^ 
this time juft turned of two-and-twenty, 
vailed in point of beauty, foremoft i 
Republic in point of rank, and not le 
debted to Fortune than to Nature, 
mother died when fhe was ten years o) 
A Swifs lady, of excellent morals, if nc 
tcnfive capacity, was therefore engao-e 
the Baron, who fpent great part of his ti 
Berlin, to fuperintend his Swif^ houfe 
and his daughters' education ; and, bj 
of providing her with a companion o: 
own age, Mademoifcllc Dencfir, an oi 
of fmall fortune, to whom the Baron 
guardian, was brought up at the caftle. 
firft: mailers Lauianne afforded, a(] 

Mac 
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Madame de Gcrvais in the important tafk 
^fligned her, and foon declared Mademoifellc 
de Grand-Pre far furpaffcd all their other 
fcholars. 

' The Baron gloried in her beauty and ac- 
compHfhments (which were all of a very fu- 
perficial nature), whenever he faw her; ftill 
he did not permit her to fee much company, 
being determined to beftow her in marriage 
upon fome Nobleman of very high rank, 
therefore thought it would be very imprudent 
to introduce her into the world, till he had 
fixed upon fome proper perfon to lead her to 
the altar. Naturally gentle, benevolent, and 
well- inclined, Maria was lefs hurt at the re- 
tired life fhe led than many young people of 
her age would have been ; but, unfortunately, 
fhe imbibed a very romantic turn of mind, 
which was greatly encouraged by being per- 
mitted po read indifcriminatcly every novel 
that found its way to Vevay, the nearefi: 
town. This induced her frequently to make 
the declaration Mr. Haller had repeated, and 
to peremptorily refufe a German Nobleman 
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of the firft rank, who accompanied her father 
into Switzerland, purpofely to make her an 
ofFen of his hand. The Baron would pro- 
bably have enforced obedience, had not an 
apopleftic ftroke carried ,hira off almoft im- 
mediately upon his return, and thus left his' 
fair daughter at liberty to purfue the diftates 
of her romantic imagination, which of courfe 
induced her to difcard the German Count. 

Madame de Gervais did not long furvive 
the Baron. The young heirefs was therefore 
freed from all controul, and determined, as 
foon as decency, and refpeft to her father's ' 
memory, would permit her, to vifit the ca- 
pitals of France and England, repeatedly 
declaring to all her friends (he would never 
part with her liberty but in favour of a man ^ 
Ihe loved : her choice was of courfe to fell 
upon a fnan of rank, fortune, and merit; all 
flie had to guard againft, in her opinion, was 
being too precipitate. ' Though by no means . 
deficient in point of underftanding, her mind, 
for want of proper cultivation, was flill in a 

' ftatc ^ 
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ftate of infancy, and rendered her early inde- 
pendence a fcrious misfortune ; for though 
remarkably fweet-tempered. Die had no fta- 
bilicy of difpoficion, no fixed principles, nor 
was' Ihe at all renowned for her prudence ; 
hitherto that had . never been put to the 
proof, as, fince the Baron's death, flie had 
never quitted Grand-Pre, the folitude of 
which was becoming infupportable, and fhe 
was accufing Mr* Hal ier of wilful delay in 
executing her commiffion refpefting a fer- 
vant, when curiofity brought Clement Da- 
venport to her caftle. His accident increafed 
, the intereft his elegant appearance, and un- 
affedied graceful manners, were fo calculated 
to infpire. Her fir ft conjedures, according 
to his account, were erroneous, yet his ac- 
knowjedgment did not diflipate the illufion ; 
and while he was regaling himfelf in her 
Steward's room, (lie had fettled in her own 
• mind that he was the very Nobleman he pre- 
' tended to come from ; his difguife and in- 
tentions were all attributed to love, and Ihe 
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faw no impropriety in accepting of his fer- 
vices. 

Davenport certainly never looked to more 
advantage than when he obeyed her fum- 
monsi he had re-adjufted his drefs, and the 
few glafles of wine he had drank, had quite 
revived his wonted colour. — " Of the fineft 
order of fine forms;*' his face difplayed afet 
of features, which vied with her own in point 
of Regularity, and a countenance which at 
once befpoke intrepidity and good humour : 
he therefore appeared to the Baronefs a true 
hero of romance ; and to fuppofc fuch a man 
a plebeian, was as unjuft as MademoifeUe 
Denefir's late fulpicions. Every word, look> 
and aftion, were proofs of his noble origin. 
His hefitation and confufion when he took 
the money, the glow of (hame which tinged 
his cheeks, all fcrved tp inflame h^r imagina- 
tion, and delude her fenfes* She faw him 
depart with regret ; and forelaw (though fhe 
by no means chofe to acknowledge it) fhe 

fhoul4 
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fliould think every minute an age till his 



return. 



As foon as he was gone, fhe aflced her 
companion ^' Whether fhe thought their 
courier improved, upon a fecond view ?'* 

That lady could not believe he was born 
to fill fo humble a ftation i Ihe had never {ctn 
fo handfomc a man, and was really happy that 
the Baronefshad engaged him, as he feemed 
capable of protefting them in any danger, 
and of putting a littte life into thofe of her 
Swils attendants appointed to attend her 
upon this expedition. 

*' The very thing they want," interrupted, 
the Baronels; *' there can be no doubt of 
the truth of what he advanced. I am only 
forry I did not tell him not to itiention' my 
having engaged him at Laufanne. Haller may 
feel hurt that I did not wait for fomebody. 
of his recommending ; I will write him a few 
lines, to inform him I have fuited myfelf, 
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without entering into any unneceflkry details, 
and to take my leave of him, as I (hall not 
vhit Laufanne in my road." 

Every thing flie propofed, met her friend*s 
approbation. The faft was, flie did not wifh 
any of her father's friends ftiould fee her ele- 
gant courier, as they might think fhc ought 
to h^ve enquired more minutely into his cha- 
racter before Ihe had taken him into her fer- 
vice, and might not think her fufpicion, that 
he was a Nobleman in difguife, a very fatis- 
fkftory excufe for what they would be ab^ 
Jurd enough to deem imprudent conduft. 
Should ftrangers remark the youthful ftriking 
appearance of her attendant, fhc could fay 
he was her fte ward's fon ; and furely a hand- 
ibme countenance was no dilparagement to 
'his merit ? Thefe were her private reflec- 
tions, while fhc gave orders to have every- 
thing prepared for her departure on the 
fourth daj. 
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I}aVENPORT reached Geneva, without 
anymore accidents, the following morning, 
to breakfaft, and latdown immediately to 
write to Dr. Lewis, attributing his fudden 
refolution of vifiting Paris to the perfuafions 
of a Swifs femily, with whom he had become 
acquainted during an excurfion to Laufenne^ 
and^tnentioning his fpecdy return to Geneva 
as a matter of courfe. In the afternoon he 
informed his hoft that he Was going a fhort 
touTi and as he fhould vifit feveral families, ta 
* -whom he had letters of recommendation, lie 
meant to travel unattended, and on horfe- 
back. Mr. Perdreaux had neither right nor 
inclination to make any objedions, though 
he was forry to lofc fo good a boarder. — 

E 5 However, 
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However, the hopes he entertained of his 
ipctdy return rather confoled him for his 
uricxpedted departure, 

Clement then, in a durfory manner, re- 
verted to his late jaunt, and mentioned what 
Mr. Haller had faid concerning Madame 
de Grand-Pre, alking if he was acquainted 
with the family. 

"Merely by repi^tation," he replied; — 
** it was one of the firft in Switzerland s and 
report fpoke in the moft favourable terms of 
the young lady." 

The entrance of fome vifiters put a ftop to , 
the converfation, and Davenport retired ta 
give his fervant orders to pack up a fmall 
portmanteau, which he fent forward that 
evening, direfting it to be left at Morges,. 
a fmall town within fix miles of Laufanne, 
where a road, which he meant to take> 
branched ofFto Vevay, without going through 
the latter place. 

Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, the next morning, he fet oiic 
for Grand^Pre, in excellent fpirits, ftudyinfg; 
the new part he was going to perform. For- ' 
tunately, as he thought, he met with no one 
hekhew, of courfe was afkedno queftionsias 
to where he was going, &c, ; took charge of 
hfs portmanteau at Morges, and, having ob- 
tained a proper direftion, purfued his jour- 
ney, and reached the caftle juft at dufk. His 
fellow-fervants were all rejoiced to fee him^' 
as, like their miftrefs, they began to fear he 
would not come, and informed him fhe had 
made the enquiry feveral times,' This iftti- 
mation was very flattering to the young; 
courier, who v/as as anxious to fee her as fhe 
was to hear of his arrival, of which fhe was 
immediately apprized ; and he was very foon 
fummoned to attend her. She was walking 
upon a terrace at the back of the caftle. — 
Clement flopped at a relpeftable diftance, 
and bowed to his fair miftrefs, who faid, 
" We heard you coming on horfeback, as 
we fuppofed j but for fear of occafioning you: 
a worfc accident than your former, forbore 

E 6 gratifying 
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gratifying our curiofity. I hope you did 
riot come upon that fkitcifli beaft you rode 
the other day, and that you feel no bad ef- 
fefts from your fall ?** 

*^ None at all, Madame, thanks' to the kind 
treatment I met with ; but no blame • ought 
to fall to the fliarc of my horfe, which, as he 
belongs to me, I rode hither, in hopes, 
Madame, you would allow him to be turned 
out in your park, or any of your fields, till my 
return, elfe I mufttry to difpofe of him." 

**Oh! turn him out wherever you think 
be is likely to fare beft, and leave ordera 
(which I will enforce) to have him taken 
proper care of. But pray what is your 
name ?'* 

*' Clement, Madame." 
• *' J fliall recollecfV it in future. But which 
road would you advife me to take to Paris ? — 
the one through Geneva and Lyons^ or the 
other through Franchc Comte ?'* 

*^ The latter by all means, Madame,'* 
haftily replied Clement, determined^ at all 
events, to prevent her going ^through 

Genevsi 
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Geneva ; though: he knew no more of the 
roads than Ihe did, except from a map he had in 
hispoffeffion. He had alfo purchafed feveral . 
voyages itineraire through France, not to ap- 
pear fo ignorant as he was in reality ; but 
thefe- he had not yet found an opportunity ta. 
perufe. However, as the Baronefs approved 
of every thing he advifed, it was agreed they 
Ihould firft proceed to Morges, to avoid 
the ftcep hill Laufannd flood upon ; from 
thence to purfuc their journey to Nion, and 
the next day afcend the Jurat, which fcparates 
France from Switzerland, Once out of the 

N 

Pay^ de Vaud, Davenport thought he fhould 
have nothing to fear. The Baronefs told 
him Ihe had got a very ftaid horfe foriiim ta 
ride ; how fhe meant to travel, &c. Then 
alked, as if par hazard, whether Mr. Hal- 
ler knew Ihe had engaged him ? 

*^ As I am totally unacquainted with that 
gentleman, Madame, and had no meflage to 
deliver to him from my late mafter, which 
might have authorized my intruding upon, his 
time, I did not take the liberty of waiting 

upon 
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upon hini ; nor, as I am a total ftranger in 
thjs part of Europe, did I communicate my 
good fortune to any one, certain the anions 
of fo infignificant an individual as myfclf 
yould not intereft people I was fo little ac- 
quainted with as my Swifs hoft and his wife/' 

The Baroncfs's looks teftified her appro- 
bation ; and he was ordered to go and refrcfli 
himfelf after his journey, and again defircd to 
give particular charge and direftiohs rcipeft- 
ing his horfe, as fhe meant to leave Grand- 
Pre the next morning but one. He retired, 
as (he ordered, more than ever in the Ba- 
roncfs's good graces, who was more and 
more convinced he was a man of the firft rank 
and fafhion. His fellow- fervants were eager 
to regale him ; and he informed them he 
had his miftrefs's leave to turn his horfe out, 
recommending him to the care of the old 
butler, who promifed to fee juftice done him. 
He had bought him a bargain, he told them, 
and meant to have rode him to England, if 
he had not met with fo good a place. 

This 
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This explanation perfeftly faiisfied thofc 
to whom it was addreflcd, who were too little 
vcrfed in romance to fancy the handfomc 
courier a brave knight in difguife. 

The following day was fpfcnt in making 
every neceflary preparation for their journey. 
Clement felt rather awkward i but as no one 
feemed to perceive it, he hoped it had palled 
unnoticed. Among his other accomplifli- 
ments, he was an extraordinary good per- 
former upon the German flute, and had 
packed up his flute with his baggage, think- 
ing it , might afibrd hiiii fome amufement 
during his leifure hours. 

The fccond evening an opportunity oc- 
curred to induce him to difplay his Ikill. — 
The butler, who had feen his flute, as he was 
aflifting him to put his baggage into a trunk>^ 
belonging to the coach, which was appropria- 
ted to his ufe, mentioned the circiimftance to 
the other fer van ts, who all ftrenuoufly entreated 
Monficur Clement would give them a tune 

before 
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before they parted ; they wanted ibmcthing 
to raife their fpirits upon the eve of their 
good miftrefs's departure. He readily 
obliged them, and had not played many mi- 
nutes, before he overheard the maids whif- 
pering they faw the Baronefs; and, by the 
diredtion of their eyes, he giieflcd (he was 
ftanding near an open window at his back. — 
He never felt fo great a <iefire to cx<?el, nor 
never fucceeded fo well. The fervants were 
loud in their applaufc, and would have lif- 
tened to him till midnight, could he have 
found breath to have played fo long. 

The Baronefe, who was an excellent mud- 
cian hcrfelfi was of courfe a far better judge, 
and infinitely more amufed than her houfe- 
hold. No man of mean extradtion was ever 
endowed with fuch tafte 5 nor could any one 
have devoted a fufficicncy of their time 
to arrive at the degree of proficiency this 
) oung man had done. Befides, his flute, 
which was ivory ornamented Mtxth gold, 
was a convincing proof of the juftice of all 

her 



k 



ELLESMERE, 89 

her^other remarks ; not to mention his being 
mafter of fo excellent a horfe, which he evi- 
dently did not wi(h to part with : — no, flie was 
now convinced that choice, not neceffity, had 
made him leek her fervice. Every thing he 
"wore was Enghlh, and as fafhionable as ex- 
penfive. She was forry ihc had not afkcd 
him how long he h.ad been upon thfc Con- 
tinent ^ but fhe' fhould find an opportunity to 
put that qucftion during their journey. In- 
deed, (he longed to make him difcover him- 
felf ; though at other times (he wifticd him 
to fuppofc her unconfcious of his difguife, as 
fhe certainly could not, with any degree of 
propriety, retain him in her fervice if he 
proved to be a man of iuperior rank, and 
fhe would not allow herfelf to doubt the truth 
of the fufpicions fhe had formed. How long 
did he mean to carry on the farce ? he cer- 
tainly could not devote much time to the 
plan he bad formed, — If, after all, fhe fhould 
be deceived in her conjectures, fhe 
doubted very much whether fhe fhould ever 
meet with a man of any rank fo formed to 
pleafc as her elegant courier, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.JX. 

x\t the appointed time, the Baroncfs, her 
companion, and a Swifs female domeftic, fee 
out in a coach and four, drove by a coach- 
man pretty well advanced in years, attended 
by Clement, mounted upon a very good 
roadfter* 

Davenport rather dreaded meeting with 
any of the young travellers refidcnt at Geneva, 
between Morges and Nion; therefore felt 
very much relieved when he underftood his 
miftrefs meant to dine and fleep at the Baron 
de Creffier's, a relation' of MadcmoifeUe 
Denefir's, where he ihould be certain of being, 
if not unnoticed, at Icaft upknown. 

This 
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This gentlcman*s feat was within three 
leagues of Nion, at which place they break- 
fafted the fecond morning ; and as it was 
very early when they arrived there, though 
fo near Geneva, Clement rode boldly for- 
ward, and announced himfelf as Madame La 
Baronne de Grand- t'rc's courier at the beft 
inn, and was aftonifhcd to find himfelf rccciv- 
cd with far more politcnefs than he had fre- 
quently been, as a gentleman, at various 
places of entertainment, during his fhort ex- 
curfions round Geneva, when h^ had taken 
them unattended. 

" What would he pleafc to drink ?** was 
the landlord's firftqueftion. Then what 
road was he going ? hoped he would recom- 
mend his houfe, if ever he found an oppor- 
tunity, &c. &c. 

He therefore eafily guefljd he owed all 
this civility to his new title, as fervants of 
that denomination gcnerallv take the families 
they travel with, to thofe houfes where they 

are 



9^ ELLESMERE. 

are beft treated the'mfelves. ^ He had formed 
the relblution, when he left Grand~Pre, to 
keep his feDow-fervants at a proper diftance, 
and had hitherto ftriftly adhered to his plan j 
yet no one could be more attentive to his 
beautiful miftrefs ; he affiiled her to alight 
(a privilege the Baron de Crcflier had robbed 
bim of the day before), waited upon her at , 
breakfaft, r,nd endeavoured to anticipate her 
wifhes and orders. 

His zeal was neither unnoticed nor un- 
rewarded, as fhe addrefled him oftener than 
flie did her companion, upon the road they 
were going, the town where they intended 
to fleep in, &c. obferving, as they had the 
Jiirat ta afccnd before dinner, the fobner they 
were upon the niove, . the better ; therefore 
difmiffed her attendant to breakfaft in his 
turn. ' 

In a (hort time they proceeded on their^ 
journey. The day was very pleafant, though 
the fun was covered in ; and there was a 
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briflc breeze full in their face, which the 
Baronefs remarked was very refreftiing ; and, 
out of compaflion to the poor horfes, fhe 
thought fhe Ihould alight. This Clement, 
from a fimilar motive, had done at the foot 
of the mountain, v Perceiving he was on foot, 
(h« defired him to tell the coachman to ftop, 
*' It fcemed very tolerable walking.'' 

*' In every refpeft, the wind excepted,*' 
he replied.' . ' 

" That (he did not mind :" — he therefore 
opened the door, and they all got out. The 
profpeft was delightful ; but when the Ba- 
ronefs looked forwards, Ihe exclaimed, in a 
gay tone, " How ihall we ever reach the 
fummit of this hill, which appears loft in ,the 
clouds ? I almoft dread making the attempt, 
yet it is a fhame to ride i come, give me your 
arm, Denefir; who knows what I ihall be 
able to do with your affiftance ?'* 

Her companion was fhort and ftout i fhe 
therefore not only foon loft her breath, but 
was unable to keep pacQ with the light and 

cleg 
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elegant Baronefs, who flopped to laugh at 
her, after they had advanced a few yards, 
protefting, inftead of affording her any 
affiflance, fhe abfolutely impeded her pro- 
grefs. ' 

Clement, having given his horfe to the 
groom, was following, and could not conceal 
a fmile. 

" I will not fatigue myfelf any more,'' fhe 
proceeded ; " fo pray take hold of Jeannette's 
arm ; fhe is the moft able to drag you 
along," 

*^ But what will you do ?" aiked the 
friend ; *^ you had better get into the carriage 
again." 

*^ That is, you prefer riding ; but' 1 have 
more regard for your health, and the poor 
horfes' eafe; therefore, not to afford you 
the fhadow of an excufe, I will make ufe of 
Clement's arm," turning towards her courier, 
whofe countenance exprefTed the pleafure her 
propofal gave him. He inflantly advanced, 
^nd felt particularly happy in being allowed 

to 
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to f ipport the woman who had led him to 
affume a charafter he felt (notwithftanding 
the obfcurity* of his birth) his fentiments and 
education rendered him fo ill calculated to 
fuftain. Jeannette made a tender of her fcr- 
vices to Mademoifelle Denefir, and they 
began to move forward. 

The Baronefs was by far the beft walker, 
and much the beft fupported ; (he was there- 
fore foon confiderably in advance, whilft her 
friend remained in the back-ground, puffing 
and buffetting againft the wind, which foon 
deranged one of the moft beautiful heads of 
hair Clement thought he had ever feen, and' 
increafed the bloom, confequently the ani- 
mation, of a particularly intelligent counte- 
• nance. She was leaning upon his left arm ; 
and he fometimes unconfcioufly prefled the 
hand fhe had favoured him with, rather too 
fervently for a courier, which, though not 
unnoticed, was fuffcred to pals unrcfented by 
the lovely romantic enthufiaft. 

They 
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They proceeded for near a mile, almoft 
in total filence, except now and then when 
the Baronels turned round to call to Madc- 
moifelle Denefir, who, in time, was even out 
of hearing. She made the remark. Cle- 
ment was afraid he walked too faft. 

" Not at all," was the reply. '^ The fum- 
mit of this mountain, I prefume, affords a 
very fine view ?'* 

" So I have been informed, Madame." 
" Then you did not come this road when 
you travelled with your late matter ?" 

^^ No, Madame ; but I have been aflurcJ] 
it is much pleafanter than the one through 
Geneva." 

^^ At all events, it will have novelty to re- 
commend it to us both. — You Ipeak very 
good French." 

" The mere refult of a tolerable car, 
Madame." 

" Have you feen much of France ?" 

^^ Enough to think it a very fine country." 

" You fpeak Italian, I prefume ?" 

" Rather 
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" Rather better than I do French, Madame/^ 
' ^foro:ettin<2: what he had faid at Grand -Pre. 

^ Her mernory was not fo treacherous, but 

^ fhe inftantly addreffcd him in that language, 

which fhe fpoke with great fluency, and foon 

acknowledged his Italian was far better than 

her own. 
i 

■ ** She almoft wondered a perfon in his 
fituation had found fo much time for ftudy j 

- he muft have a very good memory ?'* 

' "A very tolerable one,'* lie; replied ;— 
^^ and he had opportunities to make ufe of 

'^ it, which did not ofcen fd\l to the fliare of 

! ^people in his {tatioh." 

*^ That I fuppofe ; but for want of capa- 
city, fuch opportunities are frequently, ren«. 
dered ufelefs. However, in future, addrefs. 
me in Englifh, which I' have half forgot j 
though 1 fhall never forget my half title to 
the name jofEndifh woman." 

It 
vo£. I, F Clement 
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Clement affured her, if he had not koown 
to the contrary^ he fhould have Ibppofed her 
a native of Great Britain. 

" I muft vifit England be&re I return ) 
my mother always preferred it to Switzerland; 
and I hardly ever faw either an Englifhniaa 
or woman who were not of the lame opinion. 
Your nation are all more or lefs famous for 
the amor patria. If they die upon the 
Continent, they muft be carried home to be 
buried; and I believe they think the pro- 
duftions of the earth are better there than 
any where elfc.'* 

" That would be carrying the love of onc*s 
country rather too great lengths, Madame; 
but I have been aflured no nation are fb 
much attached to their *Duux Penates as the 
Swils/' 

" I believe it to be a general, and a true 
remark, but I am certainly an exception to 
the rule j for (hould 1 die upon my travels> 

• Houfehold Gods. 

1 ftaU 
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I lliall be perfectly latisiied with being inter- 
red in the ncareft burial-ground : — my in^ 
Joutiance may arife from my father's having 
given me an Englifli woman for my mother. 
But where are our companions ?" looking be- 
hind her. ** Haifa mile off atleaftj either wc 
get on very feft, or they crawl ftrangely ;" and 
as (he did not feel herfelf inclined to wait for 
them, on they proceeded, and began debat- 
ing upon French manners and cuftoms. — 
Convinced that her romantic fuggeftions were 
all confirmed, Ihe obferved, ^* It is a pity a 
young man of your talents fliould be reduced 
to the neceffity of attending any perfon in your 
prefent capacity. You told me, I think," 
Ihe continued, after a fhort paufe, ^^ that you 
had friends in England, who were willing to 
provide for you \ furely they might place you 
in a more eligible line than the one you feem 
to have adopted — perhaps through a wiih to 
fee the world ?" 

** Curiofuy certainly was my firft induce- 
ment, Madame, to enter upon my prefent em- 

. F 2 ploy I 
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ploy ; but when I quit your fervice, I never 
mean to feek another mafteror miftrefs." 

This frank acknowledgment placed all her 
furmifes beyond a doubt ; befides, he feemed 
as much at his eafe as if in the company of 
an equal. All that puzzled her was to know 
how he meant to difcover himfelf ^ fhe was 
determined, however, to confider him as the 
character he had adopted, as what he had 
faid certainly admitted of two interpretations. 

"I am happy to hear it, Clement 5 there 
are many more eligible employments for a 
man of your age, upon whom inftruftion has 
not been thrown away. Your late and pre- 
lent journey have, and certainly will afford 
you opportunities of feeing the world at other 
people's expence ; fo far I think your curi- 
ofity laudable, as you may reap fome benefit 
from your travels. How long did you live 
with the Nobleman you parted from at Lau- 
fanne ? You don't feem more than onie-and- 
twenty ?" 

" lam 
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^ I am not that yet, Madame ; nor have I 
n long upon the Continent. I never was 

crvice before." 

» \ 

I 

This was literally Ipeaking the truth ; the 
<)nefs perfeftly underftood -his meaning, 
was more anxious than ever to know who 
really was, while he felt flattered to find 
had excited her curiofuy, and thought 
's and Mrs. Davenport's were kindred 

|Bhcir arrival at Les R ouffes put a flop to 
. xonverfationi neither Mademoifellc 
ncfir nor the carriage were in fight. 

f Well, I don't know when I ever walked 
ar, and felt fo little fatigued, which, con- 
:ring the wind, and the deep afcent we 
^c climbed, is the more furprifing." 

Clement would have been very forry if her 
npaflion had been attended with any in- 
ivcjnience to herfclf, though fatigue was 

F3 fometimcs 
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fbmetimes more felt after fitting ftill for a 
Itttk while^ than at the moment. 

". Oh ! I won't pretend to fay I fhall feel 
equally inclined to walk this afternoon ; but 
do get mc a glafs of , water — I am very 
thirfty." 

Clement ran forward towards the hut, dig- 
nified with the name of inn, defiring to Ifee 
the beft apartment, and ordering the ftabfes 
to be got ready, by way of informing the 
landlord he was not come alone. He next 
aitcd for a bottle of the beft wine their cellur 
produced, and then returned to efcort fek 
miftrefs into a pug hole, called the faloon.-— 
Having placed her a chair, he haftened to 
fetch the wine, and foon returned with a 
bottle and a tumbler upon a plate. 



*' Oh ! that is wine, Clement ; I afked for 
water." 

" I perfe6Uy iinderftood your order, 
Madame i but I am fure you fpoke without 

rcflcftionj 
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lefleftion ; nothing is more dangerous than to 
drink water when any one is warm and 
thirfty/* 

•* I have done it frequently, without fccl- 
ii^ any bad efFcfts ftom it. Befides, it 
will certainly get into my head, fhould I 
drink wine before my dinner." 

** You muft do as you pleafe, Madame 5 
. I only hope you will eat fomething before 
vou venture to taftc water.*' 

His looks, for he was reaHy anxious in the 
ORife, coincided fo exaftly with his words, 
diac Ihc was plealed with the interefl- he 
iceroed to take in her health, — therefore 
fmilingly agreed that (he might be in the 
wrong ; and as fhe had no wifh to hurt her- 
felfi (he would follow his prefcription.-— 
Clement inftantly filled a tumbler, which he 
prcfentcd to her while Ihe fpoke j and her 
fefcinating fmiles made fuch havoc in his 
heart," that the hand, in which he held the 
plate, fhook, while he prefentcd it to receive 
1^ empty ghfs» 

F 4. *' It 
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, " It IS really vejy pleafant," faid fhe ;— 
" not very ftrong, which is rather a merit, 
but much better than the looks of the houfe 
would have taught me to expert. I am 
afraid the larder is not fo well ftocked as the 
cellar ?'* 

Clement went to make the enquiry, and 
foon returned to give in his report — ^* Bacon, 
eggs, butter, bread, and cheefe.'" 

" We might have been worfe ofF^ though, 
had I known we fliould have been doomed 
to fuch a meagre repaft, you (hould have laid 
us in a fmall flock of provifions at Nion." 

This was an order the courier had antici- 
pated. Having made enquiries concerning 
the inn where they intended tadine, he had, 
by the advice of the landlord where they 
bfeakfafted, packed up a cold turkey, and 
fpmc pigeons in fa voury jelly, which he pro- 
4u(;ed a3 foon as the coach arrived, and ob- 
tained great credit for his forefight. The 
,r . Baronefe 
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Baronefs declared he was an excellent ^four- 
riir ; and Mademoifelle Denefir, notwith- 
ftanding her fatigue, felt her good-humour 
revive at the fight of two of her favourite 
difhes. The fervants were not lefs pleafed, 
and Clement was particularly happy he had 
had an opportunity of convincing his miftrefs 
of the wifh he entertained to render her jour- 
ney as comfortable as poffible. 



CHAP. X. 



JL HE following day the Baronefs chofe to 
walk up another deep hill, merely for the 
lake of entering into converfation with her 
courier, who, miOre and more enaiiioured, 
began to dread the idea of a fcpar.icion, 
though he was ' confcious he could not long 

• Purveyor. 

F 5 retain 
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retain his prcfent ftation j but as he was not 
aware of her fufpicions, her affability ri vetted 
his chains. Still he entertained no hopes of 
obtaining fuch a prize ; for what he ' fhould 
attribute to love fhe might place to the (core 
of intereft j and ten to one, when acquainted 
with his flendcr pretenfions to the title of 
gentleman, fhe would confider him in the 
light of a fharper, who wiflied to prey upon 
her credulity, and, in conftquence, rejedt his 
offers with contempt, 

Thele refleftions roufed him from his idle 
dream of love, and he determined to quit her 
the moment they reached Paris, without giv- 
ing her room to fuppofe he was any thing 
more than a fervant. An inborn fenfe of 
honour taught him X.6 confider his romantic 
wilhes as ftlfifh and ungenerous ; sfor admit- 
ting fhe were inclined to overlook the dif- 
tance between them, fhould he take advan* 
tage of that preference, he muft lead her 
into error; for certainly the world would 
fevercly blame her, were fhe to make fo im- 
prudent 



prudent a choice. Thus rcafoncd Clement,. 
though he a6ted in dired oppofition^ noc 
only to reafon, but alfo to common fenfe.— 
On her fide, a fort of indefinable fcntiment,, 
in fiivour of the handfome youth love had 
dies oietaiDorphofed, i-ncrealed her curiofity 
concerning him^ and her anxiety for die ter- 
laiaadon of her romantic adventure. Ma- 
4emoi(elle Denefir once hinted (he was very 
fond of converfing with the young Englifli- 
man j but found the remark fo feverely re- 
lented, probably becaufe of its jufticc, that 
Oie determined to be more prudent in future. 

They journied on very agreeably till 
they reached Dijon, the capital of Burgundy, 
where they were obliged to ftop for a few 
^ys, owing to one of the coach- horfes hav- 
ing been pricked in fhoeing the day before 
tiiey left Grand-Pre, which had rendered 
him fo lame, that he was unable to proceed. 
The Baronefs had no objeftion to die idea of 
Ipending three or four days in fo large a town, 

r 6 and 
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^ndwas very much pleafed with the Hotel 
de Co;ide, where (he, took up her abode. 

Upon riding into the inn-yard, to announce 
her arrival, &c. Clement perceived two 
would be Britifh bucks, parading up and 
down the court arm in arm. They ftared at 
him fo rudely, that he was at fkfl; afraid they 
knew him, but foon found they did not even 
fuppofe him to be a countryman, though they 
both fwore he was the mod Englifli drefled 
Frenchman they had ever feen. 

When the carriage drove in, they took a 
full ftare, firft at the equipage, then at the 
miftrcfs. 

•* She might be rich,'* they obfcrved, 
loud enough for Clement, who was taking out 
the baggage, to profit by their remarks y — 
'^ but (he difplayed very little tafte in allow- 
' ing herfelf to be dragged along by four heavy 
black cows, the only comparifon which fuited 

her 
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Jicr hbrfes, and to be drove by flich a piece 
of antiquity." 

- The courier took no notice ; but having 
iHued his .ofders, and difpatchcd one of the 
ftablemen for a farrier, he went in to receive 
his miftrefs's commands, who defired he 
would let her know whether there was any 
likelihood of the horfe being able to travel 
within the week, elfe fhe would fend him 
home to Grand-Pre, and purchafe another 
for the groom. 

In confcquence of thefe orders, Clement 
chofe to be prefent during the farrier's in- 
ipeflion of the lame animal. While he was 
liftening to his opinion, his countrymen, who 
continued to parade the court, were agreeing 

the Swiffefs was a d d fine woman.— 

They then reverted to Tier courier, who was 
by no means of a piece with her equipage, 

they obferved — *^ A d d dafliing fellow, 

to appearance ! Yes, yes, Madame La Ba- 
ronne had a tolerable choice -, but the man 

was 



no ELLESNTERE, 

was a fool with fueh a figure not to make her 
place him upon a more refpedtaWe footing; 
yet you fee he lords it finely over the old^ 
purring coachman, and the other fcrvant. — 
Aye, aye, Madame thinks her reputation 
won't fuffer while he holds his^ prefent poft/* 
*^ I fhould not defire a better finecurc/' 
cried die leaft ; — " D — mme, let's try to^ 
fiapplant the buck,'' 

This 7EJ/^/y Itroke araufed them both ex*. 
cefiively. It would be fun akve;. how 
iheepifli the beau would look !" Thele^ 
and various other equally low remarks, made- 
Clement find it very difficuit to fuppbrt feis 
aiiumed charafter, as he en(tertaiined the 
Iijghefl: opinion of his miflbefs's principles,, 
prudence, &c. ; but as they certainly did not 
know he underftood them, he thought it b^. 
not to nptice them. 

Having arrived before dinner, the Ba— 
ronels and her friend went to the play.— ^ 
Clement attendeil them to the theatre 5 but 

as 
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«thc evening was remarkably fine, preferred 

taking a walk in the environs to following 

Arir example ; returned in time to fee them 

bome> and waited upon her, as ufual, at fup- 

pcr:— though, as there were i^-.rty of other 

Attendants, his con fide rate miftrefs would 

fcavc difpenfed with his fervices; but Cle- 

lUent could not rclinquifh fo favourable an 

^portunity of entering into converfation 

^rkh her, as (he never failed to addrefs him. 

lilc he was placing the deflert upon the 

the fervants of the inn having retired, 

flie aflced him if he knew who thofe two 

young men were that had flared at her fo 

nidely as (he alighted ? 

•* I can't fay I do, Madame ; — theirdifcourfe 

informed me they were Englifhmen ; but 

their manners were of fb low a ftamp, that 

I was not tempted to make any enquiries 

concerning them." 

" Why I can't lay I fhould have confidcr- 
cd them as gendemen. They were at the play 
tluscvening, and came into our box^ I believe 

tlicy- 



112 ELLESMERE. 

they were rather in liquor ; that is the only 
€xcufe I can find for their rude behaviour." 

Clement felt his colour rife, and his blood 
boil. 

" I am very forry, Madame, two Englifli- 
men fhould have afforded you fuch room foi 
cpmplaint, and only willi. any of the gende- 
men prefent had taken the trouble to teach 
them better manners. I fhould prefume 
they are Britifh wine merchants' clerkj 
come hither to make purchafcs during the 
vintage." 

" Mott likely," fhe replied ; and thus the 
matter dropped, though it gave Clement a 
great wifn to give the two impertinent fel- 
lows a fevere drubbing. 

Next morning he faw them taking theii 
ufual exercife up and down the Court; andj 
wifliing to find an opportunity to quarrel 
with them, he placed himfelf upon a bench 
in the fhade, afFefting to be confulting hii 

pofl 
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poft book. They were laughing at the 
hAidviouT o( the JquearniJ/i prudes over night. 

" Oh, d — mme, fhe fancies we are (uch 
ninnies as to imagine fhe k^eps that fellow to 
look at," turning cowards Clement ; " a fa- 
mous joke, 'pon my foul! Suppofe we fend 
Mm to his miilrefs, with our baifemains this 
njorfting, and rcqueft the favour of an inter- 
view?" 

*' That won't do," rejoined the other; 
? Ac buck will be jealous ; — twig the altera- 
tkm in his drefs^ and the confequcntial air he 
aflumes !" 

Clement, who longed for nothing fo ar- 
dently as to knock both their heads together, 
rather wifliing they fhould fuppofc he under- 
ftood them, put his book into his packet, 
croffed his arms, and eyed them from head to 
foot with the moft fovereign marks of con- 
tempt, whenever they paffed him ; but they 

were only amufed, and faid, ^^ His airs are 

to 
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to be attributed to the privileges he no doubt 
enjoys/* 

He was upon the point of lofing all pa- 
tience with them, when the Baronefs and her 
friend crofled the court. He was upon bis 
feet in a moment, and took off his hat with 
more than ufual refpeft, while his raiftrcls 
laid, " Wc arc only going to take a Ihort 
walk." 

Clement bowed, and remained ftandmg 
till they were out of fight. His coimtrymcn 
turned fooner than they had done be- 
fore, as if to avoid being polite. He was. 
undecided whether or not to follow the ladies : 
as he had received bo orders, he lat dowa 
again, in purfuance of his firft defign. 



€€ 



Mind that," laid one of the peripateticks ^ 
they dare not go out without aj^riziog that 
feUgw of their intentions." 

" D — mme,*' faid the odier, " I think 
that hint was meant for us i I take it to be a 

feir 
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fir challenge — let's follow them — who*s 
afiaid ?" 

^ You arc right ; the fwect creatures have 
certunty got it," and away they went. 

Clement, more enraged than ever, ftarted 
^ when the rcfledtion that he was a courier 
%tber calmed his tranfports. Determined, 
lOwcvcr, that even that circumftance (hould 
t«C prevent him from chaftifing them, if they 
tllKd coinfuit his fair miftrefs, he hurried 
An them, and faw them each, when^ near 
WMigh, put an arm round the two ladies* 
fmBMy who, wholly unaccuftomed to fuch 
neatment, and really frightened, made a 
iiddcnftop, endeavouring to difengage them- 
blvcs. In turning round, the Baronefs 
might fight of Clement ; overjoyed at the 
dca of having fuch a proteftor fo near, fhe 
X)ld the gentlemen, " if they did not chufe 
Doiufier her to purfue her walk in peace, fbe 
rouft defire her fervant to teach them their 

diftance." 

They 
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They thought proper, upon this ferious 
remonftrance, which was ftrongly enforced 
by the menacing looks of the highly offended 
courier, to leave their hold — one of them 
faying, in Englifh, " I have a great fancy to 
cut off that puppy's ears; how fhy the 

b s are this morning! their bully was 

not fo handy laft night." 

*^ Let's leave them, alone now, however," 
replied the other, while Clement, in a com- 
manding tone, and with a moft indignant 
look, addreffing them in French, defired 
they would take Ibme Qther road, or they 
might learn, to their coft, that low fallows 
were not allowed to infult ladies in France 
with impunity. 

'' Indeed, Monfieur," replied the Idaft, 
" you had beft keep a civil tongue in 
your head, if you have any regard for your 
bones." 

" Aye, pray keep your trap (hut," cried the 
other, " left I fliould be tempted to lay my 
cane upon your fhoulders." 

His 
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His miftrcfs's prefence alone rcftriined 
hitn from kicking them both to the o:!:jrr 
end of theftreet ; and this he fignified to them, 
protefting they fhouki notcfcape iinpuniilieJ, 
notwithftanding his prefent forbearance. 

"■ Why, what an infolent r^.fcal 'tis I*' re- 
fumed the lead, in English : '^ I have a vr.ll 
mind to cool his cour.i^e in tha: foiiiKain," 
pointing to a very large one in fight. 

"No, no, let him fv-e th-j pi*ouJ b s 

home, and then we will cluck him in the 
ftone ciftern in the courc or* our hotel.*' 

This bright thought let them both a laugh- 
ing, and they ctercrinined to put him into a 
fine fright, at allcvcncs. As thtfy prudendy 
kept at fome diltancc, the Baronels loft great 
part of what th.y l^iid^ but fearful her courier 
might get into a quarrt:l upon her account, 
(he hurried forward, tiiough he requcfted Ihe 
would not alarm herfelf, as he tIiou';!ic hiin- 
fclf perfectly able to preve/.t thole impu- 
dent fellows from again attemuiing to infult 

hcrj 
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her; had he followed her, he trufted (he 
-would not have been (b impercincody at- 
tacked. 

*' I will not venture out^nattended in fu- 
ture," was her reply, which afforded the 
bucks a new fund for their fcandalous com- 
menis. Clement was branded with the moft 
degrading epithets, which inflamed his ire to 
fuch a degree^ that the dread of terrifying his 
miflrcfs alone withheld him from knocking 
the two daftardly wretches down, who, to his 
great relief, at hft thought proper to turn 
down another ftreet. 

The Baronefs expreffed her joy, and 
thanked Clement for his attention, acknow- 
ledging (he had been very much alarmed, 
which induced her to fliorten her walk, and 
retire to her. room as foon as ftie reached their 
hotel. 

Clement feated himfclf as before; the two 
bucks were not returned, and he rcfolvcd 

tbejr 
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they fhould have rcaftw to Tq>ejit hiving af- 
fronted Madame de Grand- Pre. His anxiety 
would not permit him to fit for anyjength 
of time; he therefore took fcveral turns in 
the court, till he faw them advancing. He 
then approached the ciftern they had men- 
tioned, afFefting to be looking into it, pur- 
pofely to fee if they would notice him ; they 
infliantly burft out laughing, and then faid, 
** One would almoft fuppofe that fwaggering 
hraggadocia undcrftood our intentions." 

" 1 muft frighten him a Httle," continued 
the Icaft : " how he will fkip and roar, I 
warrant me ! All Frenchmen are cowards, 
and I don't think the dog is a Swifs." 

" No, no, let him alone j there might be 
a piece of work about it, if one was to lay 
hands upon him." 

The leafl: could not give up the idea ; — 
therefore advanced towards Clement, mak- 
ing figns that he was going to put his former 
threats into execution, when, to his infinite 
difmay, he was feized by the collar, and, 

3 with 
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with one jirk, brought clofe to the ciftern, 
caught round the waift by Clement's other 
arm at the fame moment, and oyer head and 
ears in the water before he had time to at- 
tempt to fave himfelf, and was twice re- 
plunged as he rofe, till the friend forced his 
antagonift to turn towards him, by giving 
him a fmart blow over the fhoulders. 

'" What, two to one !" exclaimed the un- 
daunted youth in Englifli, to the infinite 
furprife of his adverfary, whofe cane was 
twifted out of his hand before he could re- 
peat his blow. His companion feized the 
opportunity to emerge frcMii his bath, while 
his friend and the courier had a round witTi 
their iifts. Clement gave the firft knock 
down blow, and feizing his antagonift, who 
fell with his face to the ground, by the waift- 
band of his breeches, and the collar of his 
coat, he dragged him to the ciftern. Un- 
able to ufe his hands againft his conqueror, 
he caught hold of the fide of xhe trough, and- 
thus unintentionally facilitated Clcment^&j 

defign. 
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dcfign, who, leaving go of his collar, tripped 
up his heels, and fent him head fcremoft into 
the water. 

During this fcuffle, the leaft had feized the 
pole of. a carriage, which he now levelled at 
their common enemy, who avoided the blow, 
and was going to fcize the delinquent a fe- 
cond time, when they were furrounded by 
four or five females, the only people who had 
YTttnefled the tranfaftion, who all placed 
,1 themielves as a guard before the conqueror, 
makinor the air ring; with their loud and re- 
peated fcrcams of murder, which brought 
every foul in the houfe either to the windows 
Of the fcene of aftion : among the reft, the 
Baronefs, her friend, and maid -, — the former 
inftantly guefled what had happened, and 
rejoiced to find (he had been fo amply re- 
venged i while the two half-drowned heroes 
were vowing they would prefer their comr- 
plaints to the Commandant. 

VOL. I. G Clement 
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Clement very calmly aflured them, whe 
it was known whom they had fo grofsly in 
fulted, that they were more likely to be fer 
to prifon than himfelf, informing the by 
ftandcrs how they had offended him. 

*^ Injulter des Barnes*^ was a charge fron 
which there was no appeal in France. Evci 
the fervant maids were eager to repeat thei 
ducking. ^ 

The Baronefs, anxious to exculpate he 
champion, told the gendemen from her win 
dow that they very richly dcferved the pu 
niihment her fervant had inflifted upoi 
them; in confideration of which, fhe fhoul( 
not, as (he had intended, prefer her complaint 
to the Commandant. 

" The lady was too good," all the by 
{landers obferved j " the forry fellows wen 
let off much too cafily.*' 

Finding 
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Finding they had no chance of meeting 
with any redrefs, they raved in French, 
curfed and fwore in Engliih; and at lad, 
obfcrving they excited general n^irth inftead 
of commiferation, they retreated to their 
apartment to change their clothes, when un- 
fortunately their fcrvant (for they kept one 
between them) was not to be found, and he 
kept the key of their trunk. At laft he 
made his appearance, and was not among the 
leaft diverted by their misfortune; but they 
felt themfelves fo completely humbled, that 
they gave immediate orders for their depart- 
ure, and left Dijon before dinner, vowing 
vengeance upon Clement, fhould they ever 
meet him in England, and curfihg the whole 
French and Swifs nations. 
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CHAP. XL 

JL HE Baronefs exulted in her courier's 
courage, which fhe confidered as an addi- 
tional proof of hi& noble extraftion, Madc- 
moifelle Dcnefir alfo expreflcd her approba- 
tion of his behaviour, declaring, fhe thought 
they were peculiarly fortunate in having {o 
able and zealous a protestor : this the Ba- 
ronefs repeated to Clement at dinner, aflliring 
him fhe alfo felt herfelf very much obliged.— 
He confidered it apart of his duty to prevent 
his miftrefs from being infulted^ the of- 
fenders, being his countrymen, was an aggra- 
vation of their crime : in fliort, he made fo 
light of what he had done, that fhe thought it 
added to the obligation. 

They 
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They fpcnt five days at Dijon, during 
which time Clement often ferioufly reflefted 
upon his folly. As a fervant, he was treated 
with particular diftindlion by his miftrefs ; — 
but (hould he prefume to difcover the views 
which had induced him to enter her fervice, 
flic would probably make him very feverely 
feel the difference Fortune had placed between 
them. Then what would be the refult of 
the abfurdity he had committed ? Why, was it 
tD'be known, he (hould be defervedly laughed 
tt. However, he could not leave her till 
ftib reached Paris, left (he fhould be expofed 
tb-any frefh infults upon the road. So fa- 
lisfaftory an excufe for prolonging his ftate of 
fcrvitude put reafon to the flight, and left 
hiin at liberty to think of nothing but her 
beauty, condcfcenfion, &c. 

On the day they left Dijon, they had not 
reached Pont de Panis before the 'Baronefs 
xnifled her car-rings, which Ihe recoilefted 
having left upon her toilet, Jeannette was 
chid for her negligence ^ Mademoifelle 

G J Dcnefir 
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D^nefir confounded hcrfelf in excufes for her 
inattention; but as they were of value, and 
a prcfent of her late father's, Clement was 
called, and requefted to devifc fome means 
of recovering them. They were not above 
eight miles from, Dijon ; he therefore in- 
ftantly propofed returning in fearch of them, 
telling the coachman what inn to go to at 
Roqvrai, where he fhould overtake them. 
He fet off back again, found the baubles where 
his miftrefs faid (he had left them ; and 
pkafed at having fucceeded fo well, he made 
the beft of his way to Rouvrai. She received 
them with a fmile, cxpreffive of her appro- 
bation, and aflured him Ihe was very forry 
he had had fo fatiguing a ride juft in thd heat 
pf the day; fhe had given Jeannette orders 
•about his dinner. 

Clement only wiflied {he oftener put his 
zeal to ferve her to the proof^ and was highly 
gratified to find feveral delicacies had been 
rcferved for him. 



Having 
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• Having rode pretty hard back, his horfe, 
which was very fat, began to flag before he 
left Rouvrai ; and when he came to mount 
him again, the beaft, having taken it into his 
head he had done his day's work, abfolutely 
refuicd to follow the carriage. Clement was 
an excellent horfeman, and of courfe deter- 
mincdj at any rilk, to -oblige him to proceed ; 
but the Baronefs, having perceived this trial 
of fkill from the coach window, called out 
to the coachman to ftop : ordering the door 
to be opened^ (he inftantly alighted^ and ran 
bick, calling out, ** For Heaven's fake dif- 
mount^ Clement ! what is the matter with 
flic obftinatc beaft ?" 

Perceiving his lovely miftrefs pale and 
trembling, he inftantly alighted, entreating 
(he would not be alarmed. 

** Don't attempt then to mount him 
again," putting her hand upon his, uncon- 
fcious of what fhe did, fb great was her ahx- 
icty. His heart beat high, but he checked 

G 4 the 
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the rifing hope, certain he attributed ht 
agitation to a wrong motive, as fhe had dil 
played equal humanity and feeling during 
their firft interview ; therefore recalling his 
fcattered fcnfes, he alledged the only excufe 
he could find for his horfc's obftinacy. 

'^ He is a very vicious animal ; pray fell 
immediately for whatever he will fetch, 
and purchafe another; the money is no 
objeft when put in competition with your _ 
(Ihc coloured at the ftrength of her own cx- 
prefiion, and foftened it by adding), or any 
perfon*s life,'* 

The courier felt his cheeks glow from a 
very different motive, and readily promifed 
to comply with her wifties ; but obferved he 
fbould not be able to fell him for any thing 
where they were, after what the people had 
fcen. 

•• Then let Peter lead him, and do you 
ride wich the coachman, or mount the other 

horfei. 
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horlc, if you prefer it, and let the groom get 
upon the box ; you can tie that mulifh crea- 
ture to the back of the carriage." 

Clement preferred her firft propofal ; — 
therefore, having once more helped her into 
the coach, he mounted the box ; and, being a 
very tolerable whip, took the reins. The 
horfes, having had fo much reft, were in ex- 
cellent fpirits, and proceeded with great ala- 
crity. The old coachman grumbled j they 
would run reftive in their turns, if they were 
over drove. 

The Baronefs foqn perceived they went 
quicker than ufual, and looking out, faw who 
was driving, and thought he brandilhed the 
whip with far more grace than her ancient 
chariotteer. She complimented him upon his 
(kill when fhe alighted, and renewed her in- 
junAions to have his horfe foldi he obeyed 
her commands, and the next morning pro- 
cured another, which was every thing he* 
could wifli. 

G c chAp. 
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CHAP. XII. 



JL HEY flcpt the next night at Auxerre ^ 
and here Clement, for the firft time fince he 
had left Grand-Pre, - experienced the jnoft 
Icrious dread of being recognized, and of 
coiirfe expofed, as he conceived, to the con- 
tempt of his miftrcfs, and the derifion of his 
friends:— r for, in the morning, as he was, ac- 
cording to cuftom, arranging the baggage in 
the coach, a young Baronet (with whom he 
had been particularly intimate during his re- 
fidcnce at Geneva, and who had been of the 
party at Laufanne when he had firft con- 
ceived the whimfical fcheme he had fince put 
in execution) ftopped to breakfaft on his 
road to England at the very inn where they 
had taken up their lodging. He had efcaped 

notice 
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notice from being ill the coach when 
his friend drove up, and inftantly put 
up the blind on the fide he favv Sir William 
alighting; but unfortunately he was fhewn 
' into a front room, and took his ftation at a 
window, fo fituated, that he efteflually pre- 
vented Clement from daring to put down his 
blind, and kept him in this awkward predi- 
cament for fome time. 

Terribly perplexed as he v/as, in mo- 
mentary expedtation of the coach-door being 
opened by one of his fcliow-fervants, or of 
being fummoned to attend his miftrefs, he 
ftepped out on the other fide, and without 
looking behind him, walked forward, and 
out of fight of the inn. To be difcovered by 
this gentleman, mull lead to an expofure of 
his folly; to put him in his confidence, 
would be ading ftill more abfurdly ; — yet 
fhould Sir William learn that the carriaore in 
fight of his window belonged to the celebrated 
beauty Mr. Haller had fo much extolled in 
his hearing, there was every reafon to b'^licve 

G 6 he 
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he would poftpone his departure to obtain a 
fight of her. 

In this difagrccable ftate of perplexity, hk c 
fixed himlclf at the corner of a ftreet ^l\ 
fome diftance, wherie he could fee whoever 
went in and out of their hotel ; and never 
was his patience put to a more fevere triai. 
The coachman and groom came feveral times 
to the gate to look for him j but he dared not 
quit his ftation for more than an hour, though 
he was often upon the point of returning, 
at all rifks; but the abfolute certainty of 
being recognized, and of courfe accofted by 
Sir William — an event which would certainly 
cccafion his inftant difmiflion from the Ba- 
ronefe's fcrvice, rivctted him to the fpot 
where he flood. At laft, to his infinite joy, 
the Baronet's poft-chaife rattled off, and he 
haftened back, having framed a very plaufible 
cxcufe for his abfence. 

The horfes were put to the carriage, and 
every thing was ready for their departure i — . 

they 



V 



ELLESMERE. I33 

they were only waiting his return, the coach- 
man told him. Froni an upftairs room his 
miftrefs had watched all his motions, and had 
cafily gueffed he wiflied to efcape the notice 
of the gentleman who had juft left the inn, 
^hofe equipage and fuite proclaimed him a 
man of rank. 

Highly diverted, and yet very much flat- 
tered to find him fo anxious to prefer ve his 
irjcognitOy fhc paid no attention to her com- 
panion's remarks, who thought it inexcufabld 
in the courier to abfcnt himfelf fo flrangely 
at the moment of their departure, as if to 
keep them waiting his pleafure ; in the Ba- 
ronefs's place, Ihe fliould highly refent fuch a 
liberty. 

" Very pofTibly,'* that lady replied; — 
^^ butas fhe did not feel herfclffo grievoufly 
offended, and did not fuppofe their time was 
of fuch amazing confcquence, flie could 
make allowances for a man, who had hitherto 

4 only 
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only given her reafon to praife him, keeping 
her waiting a few minutes. " 



* The moment (he caught fight of him, fhe 
beckoned him to her, in expeftation of un- 
dergoing an examination, if not receiving a 
reprimand. Clement, having given the 
coachman fome orders, obeyed her fum- 
mons. 

*' Why, we thought we had loft you/' 
(he exclaimed, in a gay tone ; " I proteft I 
fancied your countryman had frightened 
you." 

Dreading the conftruflions he now fore- 
faw it was liable fhe might put upon his difap- 
pearance, he never felt himfelfmore atalofs 
for an anfwer. His evident confufion amufcd 
his miftrefs, and ferved to heighten her willi 
to difcover who he really was 5 but not to 
diftrefs him, Cnc faid, ** Come, let's be 
going; every thing is ready, I believe/* 
leading the way down ftairs. 

Cleraenr, 
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Clement, completely mortified, flowly 
followed her, cpnvinced he had given her 
room to fuppofe he was afraid to face Sir 
William Melvin ; and^ in his fituation, to 
what could fhe attribute his dread, but to his 
being confcious he had either wronged, if 
not robbed that gentleman, or fome of his 
friends ? 

Loft in thefe gloomy reflecflions, wifh- 
ing he had never entered her fervice, 
and determined to quit it the moment fhe 
reached Paris, they arrived at Vermanton, 
where they were to dine ^ — he opened the 
door of the carriage, and prefented his arm 
to affift her to alight, but could not meet her 
looks with his ufual confidence. The houfe" 
they flopped at was in unifon with his ideas — 
it was mean and gloomy to a degree. Hav- 
ing been informed at Auxerre how they were 
likely to fare, the Baronefs had giv^n her 
courier orders to make a provifion accord- 
ingly J but behold, as he had not feen the 
baiket he had ordered to be packed (after 

paying 
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paying for the various articles) put into 
boot, he Icarched the carriage in \ 
turfino; the wilful forp;ctfulnefs of the 
terefted innkeeper. 

" Well/' thought he, •' I fhall fee 
fhe will bear the difappointment 5 (he 
moft likely think me very carelefs, if 
does not fufpeft me of wilhing to im 
upon her." Refolved not to place the 
gotten provifions to her account, by wa 
convincing her intereft had not induced 
to feek her fcrvice, he went in to lay the c 
for dinner. 

" What does this miferable pug-hol( 
ford in the eating way, Clement ?'* afkec 
miftrefs. 

'^ Nothing very tempting, I am afi 
Madame." 

" Then we are in luck, as we came fo 
prepared/' faid Mademoifelle Denefir. 

** I am very forry you depend upon t 
Madame -, for I really forgot the bafket, 
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the people at the inn were not honeft enough 
to remind me of it." 

Contrary to his expecflations, as lie glanced 
his eyes towards his miftrefs while he was 
fpeaking, to fee how fhe bore - her difap- 
pointment, (lie burft out laughing, exclaim- 
ing, " Excellent ! I hope you paid for what 
you packed up ?" 

" I did indeed, Madame.'* 

" Better and better ; fomebody will be a 
gainer by our lofs, and Ihort commons at 
dinner will give us a better appetite for our 
fupper." 

<« Was there ever any thing fo carelefs?" 
cried MademoifcUe Denefir. — *^ You may 
well look crofs, Clement ^ if I was the Ba- 
ronefs, you fhould Hand to the lofs." 

" I fhould efteem it as a favour if you 
would not give your opinion unafked, Ma- 
demoifcUe," retorted the Baronefs, " nor in- 
terfere between me and my fervants : you 
have lefs to think of than Clement, and yet 
could not remind me of my ear-rings. I 
don't perceive he was at all to blame." 

Ckmcnt*s 



138 ELLESMERE. 

Clement's countenance brightened 5 (he 
certainly did not fufpeft he wifhed to impofe 
upon her. Madertioifelle Denefir, v^ith her 
accuftomed dexterity, inttantly transferred 
all the blame to the innkeeper j " but Clement 
feemed to fet fo little (lore by money, that 
fhe did not prefume he would have thought 
it a very fevere punifliment, though it might 
have been unjuft to have made him pay for 
other people's negligence.'* 

" You are, in fome refpefts, very right, 
Mademoifelle," faid he; *' I do fet very 
litde ftore by money, when put in compe- 
tition with the favour of Madame de Grand - 
Pre." 

The Baronefs coloured 5 but affedling to 
laugh, defired him to fend in what the hotel 
afforded; and thus the matter dropped, very 
much to the courier's fatisfaftion. 



Next morning the Baronefs alighted at a 
hill, and took the highly- favoured Clement's 
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arm to aflift her progrefs ; Ihe feemed un- 
ufually gay, and jocofely hoped he had not 
again forgot their provifions* 

" I was informed where we flept, Madame, 
we fhould find a very good inn where we are 
going ; therefore I thought it unneceffary to 
.make any/' 

" You were in> the right ; I only hope we 
fhan't meet with anymore Englifli Baronets; 
for I pofitively place our bad dinner yefterday 
to the fcore of the one who breakfafted ^t 
Auxerre." 

Notwithftanding this remark was made in 
a very gay tone, it rather confounded Cle- 
ment, who faid, with fome hefitation, " Im- 
probable as the aflertion muft appear, Ma- 
dame, owing to my education having been 
far fuperior to my birth, I have been in ha- 
bits of intimacy with Sir William Melvin ,;-— 
different deftinies have placed us in different 
ftations ; I muft therefore entreat you would 
only attribute my abfurd conduft yefterday 
to a very common error — rniftaken pride.*' 

cc Why 
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" Why, I believe that not unfrequently 
leads us into errors, Clement ; but I am 
really angry to think that, having fuch friends, 
and brought up as you doubtlefs were, you ' 
did not try to pufh your fortune in ibme 
of the liberal profeflions. I don't mean 
to be curious i but I prefume your family 
havemet wi th misfortunes." 

" An unfortunate accident^ Madame, de- 
prived me of my mother during my infancy^ 
A lady, of a difpofition fimilar to your own> 
.to whom my misfortune recommended me, 
adopted me, fuperintended my education, 
and, with a degree of generofity fcarccly ta 
be paralleled, provided for all my early wants. 
It was once her intention to have fent me 
out to India. Had (he lived, 1 (hould cer- 
tainly never have adopted a life of lervitude ; 
yet I can affure you I am not deficient ia 
point of pride. Indeed I am but too fre- 
quently tempted to repine at the obfcurity of 
my origin,'* 
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So candid an explanation, it might have 
been prcfumed, would have diflipated the 
airy ftrufture the Baronefs had (b anxioufly 
built; but, like many more of her (ex, fhe 
was too tenacious of her firft opinion to re- 
Jinquilh it fo eafily. 

" This little ftory was a mere fidion, refult- 
ing from his wifli to preferve his incognito \ 
becaufe, was there that difparity of rank and 
fortune between him and the Baronet, he 
was far more likely, notwithftanding any paft 
intimacy, to be overlooked, than noticed by 
the latter." She affefted, however, to credit 
his account of himfelf ; and, as an excufe for 

1 

the increafing familiarity with which Ihe con- 
tinued to treat him, told Mademoifellc De* 
ncfu" fome very ftrange misfortunes muft 
have induced him to enter upon a way of life 
fo very much beneath his former profpefts, 
as he had acknowledged having been ac- 
quainted with Sir William Melvin : it would 
therefore betray a great want of feeling to 
place him upon the footing of a common 

fervant, 
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CHAP. XIIL 

JuLAVING fpent the preceding day at 
Fontainbleau, they made it late before thejr 
reached Paris; and as the Revolution had 
not yet taken place, the number of carriages 
they met in the Fauxbourg St. Anloinc ra- 
ther alarmed theBaronefs, who was naturally 
fearful, particularly as her coachman was un- 
ufed to drive in a town, and fhc was going 
into the Rue des Petits Auguftins, having 
been recommended to take up her abode at 
the Hotel du Prince Edouard in that ftrect. 
They had juft turned upon the Beau Boule- 
vard, by Clement's direftion, to avoid the 
narrow flreets, when the old Swifs, who found 
himfclf rather embarrafled with four in hand, 
particularly as the horfes were fatigued, en- 
tangled 
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tangled himfelf with a fiacre, and but for the 
afliftance of Clement, and.feveral foot paf- 
fengers, would have overturned the coach in 
endeavouring to extricate it from the wheels 
of the other carriage. 

The moment he found the danger was 
over, the courier, who had really, at the rifle 
of his life, difcngaged his miflrefs's coach, 
flew to open the door, to aflure her flie had 
nothing more to fear ; but too much terrified 
toftand upon punctilio, flie flung herfelf into 
his arms, declaring flie would ride no fur- 
ther. 

Never did Clement tread fo light : not-^ 
withftanding his burthen, he carried her to 
Ibme diftance, and then placed her upon one 
of the walks refcrved for pedeflrians. " She 
was convinced he had fived her life -, flie 
faw how raflily he had endangered his own, 
which increafcd her fright; her coachman 
was the awkwardeft being upon earth. But 
where was Helen and Jcannette ?" 

While 
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While fhe was making the, enquiry, they 
joined her, efcorted by the groom. 

" Thank God, we are all fafe!" fhe ex- 
claimed, " and mofl: likely are indebted for 
ourexiftence to your exertions, Clement, — 
For my own part, I don't think I (hould have 
furvived an overturn." 

" Then I have been the means of prc- 
ierving a life much dearer to me than my 
own," rather whilpered the enamoured Cle- 
ment, leaving her under the care of her fe- , 
male companions and the groom, while he 
went to fee if the carriage had received ^ny 
material injury. His fpeech was only heard 
by the Baronefs, and funk deep in her heart. 

^^ Was it the dread of a refufal which had 
induced this young man to aft fo ftrange a' 
part f Was it poflible he was, as he had told 
her, lowlv born?" 

. Her reverie was broke in uppn by the ap- 
pearance of the coach. She had rather walk 5 

fhe 
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fhc was really afraid to venture. Clement 
could' not recommend a fiacre, but he would 
engage one to precede the carriage, which 
would effeftually clear the way, beckoning 
to one for that purpofe ; and if fhe would al- 
low him to drive her, he would be anfwer- 
able, for her fafety. 

His late ipeech was freili in her memory ; 
fhe therefore fufFered him to hand her into 
the carriage, upon condition he took the 
reins. The old coachman v/as half affronted 
to think his fkill Ihould be called in queftion, 
' but knew it would be in vain to appeal againfl: 
hismiftrefs's decifion: he therefore mounted 
the courier's horfe, who took his place upon 
the box, and, preceded by the hackney coachj> 
they dalhed through Paris, and foon reached 
the Hotel du Prince Edouard. Underftand- 
ing the firfl: floor was difengaged, Clement 
turned under the gateway, in the middle of 
which was the grand ftair-cafe. He flopped 
at the bottom, and, putting the reins into the 
coachman's hands, jumped down .to afiTifl his 

VOL. I. H in Tirefs 
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miftrefs to alight.-r-The refpeft with whkli 
the old fellow feemed to treat him, the 
groom having addreflcd him as Monfieur, 
when he went to inform him, before the car- 
riage had turned in, that there was an apart- 
ment vacant likely to fuit, added to Cle- 
ment's handfome travellino; drefs, fine fiRure, 
&c. led the poor landlord (who waited 
with alight to precede them up ftairs) into a. 
very f^reat error, as he fct him down for the 
mafter and hufband of the beautiful lady he 
had handed out of the carriage. In conle— 
quence, underftanding, from a fpeech o£* 
Mademoifclle Dcnefir's, that the lady wa3 
Madame La Baronefs, he ^ddreffed ClemcnC: 
as my Lord. 

Startled at an appellation he was fo unuftcJ 
to, he abruptly allied the man what he 
meant ? The landlord was fhorked j " he had 
taken Monfteur le Baron for an Engliib 
Nobleman, and begged a thoufand pardons 
for his miftakc." 
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^' I am Madame La Baronne de Grand- 
Pre's courier. Sir," replied Clement, in an 
impatient tone, " and muft beg you will ad* 
drefs your difcourfc to that lady." 

Thunderftruck at thisr unexpefted expla- 
jiation, the poor man was again forced to 
confound himfelf in excufes to the highly 
amufed Baronefs, who, prepoffefled with her 
former chimerical notions, was convinced he 
had iccn Clement before, and had firft ad- 
dreffed him by his real title. This, as Ihe 
deemed it important difcovery, put her 
into fuch ipirits, that (he declared herlelf 
very much pleafe^ with the apartment j and 
defiring (he might have fupper early, as fhc 
was rather fatigued, difmifled the landlord. 
Clement retired with him, to fee that his fel- 
low-fervants had eveiy thing they wanted. 

Mine hoft thought it neceflary to make 
more apologies to him than to his miftrefs. — 
*^ He could hardly now fuppofe him a fervant, 
&c. &c/' 

k 1 The 



148 ELLESMtRE. 

The courier cut all his compliments very 
fliort, defiring him to fend for a Laquats de 
Place, while he went into the (tables, where 
he had fcarcely looked round him before x- 
fmart little fellow, about forty, prefented- 
himfelf to attend Madame La Baronne du — 
ring hej^ flay in Paris, or to travel with her, il 
required. / 



The landlord, who accompanied him 
took upon him to be anfwerable for him i 
every refpeft. Clement prefumed he wa 
perfcftly acquainted with Paris ? 



*^ I know my way to every corner of the" 
city, Sir, as well as to my own bed -room. I" 
can fpcak French, Englifli, Italian, and Ger- 
man ; can ride a hundred and fifty miles irE 
the four-and- twenty hours, and hold it: I 
will drefs either gentlemen or ladies' hair with, 
any one; and I v/ould not turn my back, 
upon half the cooks in Paris, upon a pinch j 
therefore I flatter myfelf Madame La Ba- 

roncfs 
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roncfi might have fought farther, and have 
i&rcd worfe.'* 

" I think fhe ought to efteem herfelf pe- 
culiarly fortunate/* replied the amufcd Cle- 
ment ; " though I don't think fhe will put 
lialf your extraordinary talents to the proof." 

" Monfieur is joking; I pre fume you arc 
Madame's valet ?" 

" I have no pretenfions to any other title 
than that of her courier, but conceive it my 
duty to do every thing fhe'delires. You are 
likely to prove of far greater utility than my- 
fclf i yet I hope you will equally conform to 
her orders, and fomctimes condefcend to 
obey mine/' 

" You are the gayefl Englifliman I ever 
met with, Camarade, I have ferved many a 
one in my time, and they all difmilTed me 
with regret.'* 

*^ No doubt, few people are greater judges 
of merit ; but now, be fo obliging as to aflift 
the porter in carrying the baggage up flairs.'' 

" Leave every thing to me, Mr. 

pray what is your name ?" 

H 3 « Clement, 
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CHAP. XIV. 



W: 



HEN Clement retired for the night, he 
reflefted that he was now arrived at the end 
of his propofed journey, and could form no 
plaufible excufe in his own mind for prolong- 
ing his ftate of fervitude. The Baronefs cer- 
tainly treated him with infinite diftinftion,* 
confidering his ftation ; yet ftiould he, pre- 
fuming upon her courteous affability to her 
courier, venture to folicit her favour as Cle- 
ment Davenport, how mortifying a repulfe 
might he meet with ! Befides, admitting 
(which he dared not hope) her heart ftiould 
plead in his behalf, how could ftie, without a 
ftrange deviation from the laws of prudence 
give her hand to a man fo every way her in- 
ferior, and whom all her houfehold had con- 

fidered 
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" You feem to entertain a higher opinion 
of Montagne's flcill than I do, Clement; 
however, he fhall make another attempt. 
But I am curious to lee the original you 
defcribe.'* 

Clement foon introduced him -, and while 
waiting at fupper, Parifien (the laquals*s 
name) ran over every curioficy worth 
feeing in Paris, with a volubility truly amu- 
fing to his fair miftrcfs, who paid him feveral 
ironical compitments, which fervcd to 
heighten the good opinion the fellow enter- 
tained of himfelf. 



H 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



VV HEN Clement retired for the night, he 
reflefted that he was now arrived at the end 
of his propofcd journey, and could form no 
plaufible excufe in his own mind for prolong- 
ing his ftate of fervitude. The Baronefs cer- 
tainly treated him with Infinite diftinftion,. 
confidering his ftation ; yet ftiould he, pre- 
fuming upon her courteous affability to her 
courier, venture to folicit her favour as -Cle- 
ment Davenport, how mortifying a repulfe 
might he meet with ! Befides, admitting 
(which he dared not hope) her heart ftiould 
plead in his behalf, how could ftie, without a 
ftrange deviation from the laws of prudence 
give her hand to a man fo every way her in- 
ferior, and whom all her houfehold had con- 

fidered 
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ed in the light of their fellow-fervant. — 
flight pretenfions to the title of gentle- 
would be funk by all her father's friends, 
would be as much inclined to condemn 
or parting \yith her liberty in favour of 
)W-born I^avenport, as, were they to fup- 
(he had been equally condefcending to 
:ourien his di%iife muft be attributed, 
i^ery difinterefted perfon, to the word of 
ves : regard for the Barcnels, and for his 

reputation, therefore^ ought to induce 
to fly. her prefence. Yet Ihould a fa- 
able opportunity occur, he might furely 
* his fimple ftory ; acknowledge his im- 
ence, but afiiire her the obl::quy of his 

would ever prevent him from abiriiiq; 
rhand. Thus undecided, ihLig'.;e cluicd 
yes, and he awoke, determined to return 
eneva in the courfe of a fortnight, with- 
xpofmg himfclf to her contempt. The 
1 allotted him was in one of the v/ings of 
lotel, and upon the fame floor with his 
•efs's ; indeed, ov/ing to its fituation, 
/indows were nearly oppofice, 

H 5 Having 
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Having waited upon her at breakfaft, and 
learned fhc meant to take a walk, attended 
by the laquais, to view the Thuilleries, 
not being in his ufual fpirits, he retired to his 
apartment, and fell into a reverie upon the 
paft events of his life. Of all people, he had 
the leaft reafon to complain of the difpenfa- 
tions of Providence ; to repine was therefore 
as ufelefs as ungrateful : — the felfifli am- 
bitious hopes, which had induced him to ac- 
company the Baroncfe to Paris, deferved to 
be difappointed ; the more he admired her, 
the lefs he ought to wifli to lower her in the 
eyes of the world, which muft prove the na- 
tural confequence of their union. He Ihould 
never think of any other woman. What 
then ? He had often determined upon a ftate 
of celibacy ; he only wifhed Ihe might meet 
wirh a man as fenfible of her worth, and as 
anxious to promote her happincfs : he would 
cxprefs thefe wifhes in a letter, and deliver it 
at parting, when perhaps (he might regret 
the diftance birth had placed between them. 
At that moment, raifing his eyes, he caught 
6 thofe 
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ihofe of his miftrefs full upon him, who in - 
ftantly withdrew thein upon finding herfclf 
obicr^ed. 

Clement, actuated by a fimilar motive, re- 
treated to the other end of his room, blaming 
himielf very feverely for having undertaken 
this journey, which could only tend to make 
him miferable -, for was he convinced his 
paflion was returned, he would never take ad- 
vantage of a prepoffeffion which mufl render 
the Baronefs de Grand-Pre contemptible, 
even in the opinion of her beft friends. But 
even to fuppofe (he could feel any fentiment 
bordering upon love for her courier, was fo 
truly abfurd, that he placed every fuggeftion, 
which had hitherto fometimes led him to 
form fuch an idea, to the fcore of a moft in- 
ordinate fhare of vanity, and ftrongly repro- 
bated the romantic but ungenerous notion 
which had ever induced him to form the moft 
dift'ant h6pe of obtaining her hand under his 
prefent difguife. His frequent want of pre- 
tence of mind, and fome of his myfterious 

H 6 acknowlcdor.. 
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acknowledgments, might have excited her 
curiofity — therefore the fboner they parted^ 
the better. Still he dreaded the moment \ — 
and under pretence of fmoothing the road to 
it, in fpite of his own judgment he framed 
fome fredi excufcs for procraftination. 

He attended her, as ufual, at dinner ; but 
was fo much difturbed by the refult of thcfc 
ferious refleftions, and fo abforbed in admira- 
tion of her elegant form, graceful movements, 
&c. fo more than 'commonly enchanted by 
the found of her harmonious voice, that 
whenever the idea of their approaching ft- 
paration cane acrofs him, he was almoft 
bereft of his fcnfes, and inwardly curfed the 
capricious goddefs for riot having put it in his 
power op/cnly to afpire to the poffeflion of 
fueh a trcafure. 

During cnc of his unpleafunt reveries, for- 
getting where he was, he ftamped his foot 
with fuch violence, that both ladies half 
ftarted from their chairs. Roufcd by per- 
^ ceiving 
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[ cemng the efFeft of his unthinking aiflion, 
I' he haftily (looped down to conceal his cqn- 

fbfioo^ entreating their pardon; alledging, 
. as an cxcufe for his rude behaviour, fome-. 

thing had ftung him fo violently, that he was 

not aware of what he did. 

*^ Why I muft lay you ftartled me,'* re- 
plied his miftrefs ; " but even the flies are 
'^ ycry troublefome at this feafon/' ■ 

Determined to be more circumfpedt, Cle- 
ment endeavoured to banilh his late gloomy 
ideas from his mind, at leaft for the prefent, 
and tried to recolleft that he was a man, and 
ought not to give way to fuch ufelefe regret. 
The effort coft him a figh, which the Baronefs 
alone overheard; who, in confequencc of that 
and his recent behaviour, endeavoured to 
difcover the reafon of his unufual agitation 
in his exprelTive countenance.. 

" Perhaps he had received fome bad news 
from England**'— Continuing in her former 

error* 
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error, fhe recollefted having heard her mo- 
ther obfcrve, that the Britifh Nobility, proud 
of their extraftion, and ftill more fo of their 
country, were generally averfe to their de- 
fcendants marrying foreigners of any rank. — 
She would not permit herfclf to fuppofc him 
any thing lefs than a Patrician. 

Clement retreated with the dinner, con- 
foling himfelf with the trite idea, that love 
levelled all diftinftions, and that his inde- 
pendent fortune muft acquit him of intercftcd 
motives in his prefent purfuit. Romance 
thus overturning all the wife refolution^ he 
had formed in the morning, could he once 
be affured he was beloved, he fhould better 
know how to decide. Again he thought the 
rejedtion of his fuit would of itfclf promote 
his cure, therefore determined foon to bring 
the matter to that iffue : for lowly born as 
he knew himfelf to be, nothing fhort of the 
idea of being beloved would have induced 
him to give his hand even to Madame ..de 
Grand-Prc i and nothing but a very ftrong 

prepo'ffcffion 
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^ptrepol&flion in his favour could induce her 
t6 accept his offers. 

As he ate very little dinner, his fellow- fer- 
yants thought him unwell. He left them in 
Acir error, and foon retired to his room, 
Vhere he had recourle to his flute, to calm 
his agitation, having as high an opinion of 
the efficacy of mufic as Congreve's Mourning 
Bride. His window was open a little way ; fo 
was the Baronefs's, upon which he kept his 
eyes, though he fat fo as not to be perceived, 
^and was loon gratified by a glimpfe of her 
figure, though fhe alio chofe to keep out of 
fight. However, it was fufficiently flattering 
to fuppofe Ihe was liftening to him, while he 
endeavoured, in a ftrain of the moll fafcinating 
harmony, to improve the impreflion he 
hoped (for who can abandon the lover's 
ftaflf?) he had made upon her mind. When 
he carried in the lights, Ihe addrefled him 
with a half fmile — 
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** Had you come in a few minutes fooner, 
you might have been able to defend yourfelf 
againft a very ferious charge which has been 
brought againft you.'* 

Clement, rather confiifed, begged to know 
whom he had been unfortunate enough to 
offend. 

" Why Jeannette has been complaining 
that you (hun her company, under pretence of 
being ill, though in reality to fliut yourfelf 
up in your own room, to praftife upon the 
flute, which fhe prefers to Parifien s inceflfant 
prate. Nov/ as I thought it very pofTible you 
might be of her opinion, I only laughed at 
her chagrin, and have fent her with the gal- 
lant laquais to view the Pont Neuf '* 

** With all due deference to Mddemoifelle 
Jeannette, I am convinced fhe will derive 
more amufement from her walk than from 
my mufic ; though I am confcious I may, in 
her eyes, appear capricious, if not deferving 
of greater cenfure/* 

The 
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The Barotiefs gueffed his meaning ; and, 
r afFefting to laugh at his gravity, rcquefted 
him to let her know what plays were to be 
aAed at the different theatres on the morrow, 
f as Ihe fliould, upon his report, decide which 
fhe fliould viiit. 






f, CHAP. XV. 



x\ WEEK foon flipped away at Paris.— 
Clement's ftation exempted him from ever 
attending his miftrefs, except when flie vifited 
the environs, when he always followed her 
on horfeback. The laquais at all times 
mounted behind the carriage, to direft their 
movements ; and every fuccecding day the 
courier regularly refolved fliould prove the 
laft he would Ipend in the Baronefs's fervice. 

One 
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One morning, as he was going to his 
banker's, in expeftation of finding a letter 
from Dr. Lewis, he was overtaken upon the 
Pont Royal by Sir William Melvin, who had 
occafioned him fuch a vexatious hour at 
Auxerre. Ic had never, till this moment, 
entered Clement s head that he would moft 
likely make fome ftay at Paris, or he would 
have been more upon his guard. The Ba- 
ronet declared himfclf very happy to fee 
himi thought him ftill buried at Geneva, 
which was one of the dulleft places in all 
Europe. Paris was the only city where a man 
of fpirit could amufe himfeJf on this fide of 
the Alps, afking Davenport's opinion, as 
they walked forwards, firft, of the theatres j 
then where he lodged ; how long he had been 
there 5 with a fucceffion of other queftions too 
numerous to repeat. 

Very much embarraffed, Clement informed 
him he was but juft arrived, and Ihould fet 
out the next day for Bruxelles to meet a 
friendi who was coming upon the Continent. . 

^^Then 
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'^ Then he was very happy they had met 
opportunely," the Baronet rejoined -, •" he 
uft go home with him." 

Clement alledged a multiplicity of bufinefs 
an excule for not accepting the invitation ; 
: was then upon the road to his banker's, 
licre he fhould find letters, which would 
quire immediate anfwering^ befidcs a 
ricty of other places he had to call at, 
d different commiflions he had promifed 
execute : but all he could fay was pf no 
a3. Sir William was going to dine at St. 
bud with a few more countrymen, and 
bmcnt fhould join the party, for he would 
rt quit him till he had received his promife. 

Finding he had no other alternative, anx- 
js as he was to get rid of him, and fearful 
cryfucceeding moment might bring Pa- 
icn in his fteps, he agreed to the propofal, 
omifing to be at the Baronet's hotel by two 
clock, but urging his former plea of bufmels 
an cxcufe for his prefent hafte. 7;:^ 
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This matter being fettled to the Baronet's 
latisfaftion, he no longer wilhcd to impede 
his progrcfs ; they therefor* feparated in the 
courts of the Louvre, and Clement hurried 
forward to the Rue des Deux Portes St. 
Sauveur, taking care to obferve whether his 
friend v/atchcd him j but foon found he was 
going quite a contrary road, 

Vaftly pleafed to find himlelf once more at 
liberty, his conftant reflcftions upon his con- 
tinued imprudence recurred to him more for- 
cibly than ever, and, for the ninety-ninth 
time he determined to quit the Baronefs with- 
out declaring the reafons that had prompted 
him to enter her fervice. He would tell her, 
upon his return, that he had accidentally met 
with his former matter, who had fo ftrenu- 
oufly infifted upon his once more entering 
his fervice, that he had been forced to agree 
to his propofals. 

Thus rcfolved, he arrived at their hotel ; 
but before he reached the faloon, had reflefted^ 

that 
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that he. could not leave her at a moment's 
framing ; no, he mull only tell her he had 
met a friend, afk her permiffion to fpend 
Ac day with him, and poftpone his other 
declaration till evening, and then give her 
fbme time to provide herfelf. In purfuit of 
diis plan, he requefted her leave to Ipend a 
few hours with a friend, whom he had acci- 
dentally met with, and who was upon the 
point of leaving Paris. 

*^ Certainly,'' was the reply. — *' I had 
thought of going to Vencennes this afternoon ; 
inftead of which, I will go to one of the! 
theatres. You will be at home, I prefume, 
by the time I return ?'* 

The condefcenfion with which flie granted 
His requeft, though (he evidently had pro- 
jfK>Ied going into the country, but gave up 
the idea rather than difappoint her much 
favoured courier, made fuch an im- 
preffion upon Clement's mind, that he 
haftily retired, after returning her thanks, 

and 
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and promifing not to make it late, fearfi 
encouraging finiles (hould tempt him t 
at her feet, and expole his (lender prcta 
and himielf to her contempt. 

As he generally drefled as much of a 
temoon as he did for this vifit, having 
fcveral purchafes of clothes at Paris, th( 
vants made no remarks upon his appean 
and at the appointed time he reachec 
Baronet's, who introduced him to two 
young gendemen upon their travels, who 
had never fcen before — men of the firft 
and fafhion. An Earl, whom he had be( 
intimate with at Geneva, completed the p 
and exprefled his fatisfaftion at thus ii 
peftedly renewing his acquaintance with 
Davenport. They foon proceeded tc 
Cloud, where it was expefted all the 
folks would aflfemble in the evening, to 
the fountains play, &c. ; they therefore 
pofleffion of a very commodious room a 
Suiffes's, from the windows of which 
could have a very good view of the 

th] 
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rong which was expefted, while they en- 
yed themfelves over the bottle. An excel- 
nt dinner exhilarated their fpirits, and re- 
f pcated bumpers of Iparkling Champagne had 
? railed them quite in a/to by the time the gar- 
! dens began to be crowded. Juft as the fun 
was going down, they fallied forth, Clement 
■'having, for the moment, forgot the Hotel de 
Prince Edouard, and all its inhabitants ; but 
as the evening began to clofe in, he remem- 
bered his promife, and was the firft to pro- 
pdfe returning to Paris, which his party 
tfcadily agreed' to, as they had all engage- 
p'ments for the evening. A very elegant poft- 
coach and four, belonging to the Earl, and a 
phaeton belonging to one of the other gen- 
tlemen, had conveyed them to St. Cloud, 
and were in waiting to take them back again. 
As they ftodd in the ^ranks, they walked to 
them, when, to Clement's infinite confterna- 
don, he perceived the Baronefs's well-known 
coach at no great diftance from the Earl's. — 
Fortunately, as he thought, neither the coach- 
man nor Parifien were with it. 

Intent 
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Intent only upon concealing himfelf, h: 
ftepped the firftinto his Lordfhip's equipage, 
wondering how his miftrefs came there, 
merely attended by her laquais, and con- 
foling himfelf with having, as he hoped, 
efcaped unobferved. One of the other gen- 
tlemen and the Earl feated themfelves, and 
away they drove, followed by the phaston, 
and feveral outriders. 

The Baronefs had obferved Clement w^lk 
down the ftreet, and thought flie had never 
feen him look fo well. She would have 
given a tolerable bribe to any perfon who 
could have inf()rmed her where he was going, 
and whom to fee, as this might have led to a 
difcovcry of himfelf ^ but flie knew of no 
one to whom fhe chofe to entruft fo important 
a commiflion. More reftlefs than fhe had 
ever before felt herfeif, fhe altered her inten- 
tion of going to the play. The v/eather, fhS 
faid, was too warm j and Parifien was afked, 
at dinner, whether there would be much com- 
pany upon the Boulevards ? 

"All 
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*' All the h€au monde would be at Su 

. Cloud," he told her, expatiating very 

' warfilly upon the beauties of the place, and 

^thc various fights it would afford. There 

would be a fair in the Grand Walk, and all 

the jets d'eaus would play, with various 

it ceteras too numerous to mention. 

Owing to the perfuafions of Mademoifelle 
^ Dcnefir, thither they drove foon after din- 
ner, .and had fcarCely entered the gardens, 
before, (landing fideways near a large win- 
€km^ the Baronefs recognized her courier. — 
Hitherto fhe had confined her fufpicions, re- 
^fting his rank in life, within her own 
bofoni i but (he now, after pointing him out 
' to her friend, confeiTed the * romantic ideas 
fhe had fo long cherilhed, and acknowledged 
the <:uriofity (he felt to fee his companions. 



The primum mobile of all Mademoifelle 
Dentfir's aftions was felf-intereft ; (he there- 
fore judged Element by the fame ftandard. 
Admitting he was, as the Baroneft fu|>pofed, 

VOL. I. I in 
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in difguile, that lady's fortune was a temj 
ing prize, and he might have adopted t! 
plan to lead her at Icaft into imprudem 
which would put her completely in 
power. 

While the Baronefs was expatiating up 
the various circumftances which were to \ 
iuch ccnvincing proofs of his iiluftrious 
gin, fhe was confidcring whether it would 
moil: to her intereft to aflift or counter 
him in thedcfigns (he gueffed he had form< 
Were (he to adopt the latter plan, (he (hoi 
have her friend's inclination to contend wit 
for (he was not now to be told the Baron 
had unconfcioufly cherifhed a very tenc 
fentiment in favour of her courier from t 
moment he entered her fervice. She ther 
fore thought it more prudent to flatter [ 
folly, and declared, in reply, that (he h 
long entertained fimilar filfpicions refpeftij 
Clement, and thought the prefent (eemed 
mod: favourable momerit to difcover who 
was : in confequence, though they mixed 

6 t 
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the crowd, they contrived to keep the win- 
[; dow always in fight, and thus had a very 
, good view of all the party in turns. 



i 



*' They were certainly men of fafhion," 
flic obferved ; " (he wifhed they would come 
out, that Ihe might h^ve a better view of 
them." 

Her wi(h was very foon gratified, ias they 
came out, and joined the m'otley group, 
which efFeftually fcreened the Baronefs from 
their obfervation. " They were all Englifh- 
taen," Mademoifelle Dencfir remarked, " and 
fo'me of them titled men, as Ihe had caught 
the found of my Lord more than once."' Ma- 
dame de Grand-Pre alfo recognized Sir Wil- 
liam Melvin, and repeated to her confidant 
her former converfation with Clement re- 
ipefting that gentleman j but (he was now 
anxious to fee them fet off^, prefuming they 
would return to Paris when it grew dulk, 

12 By 



172 " ELLESMERE. 

By the dint of a bribe, they got pofleffion 
of an upper window of the houfe (though, 
it .was now literally crowded from top to 
bottom), from whence they had a very good 
view of the road where all the carriages flood. 
The elegant coach and phseton had caught 
their attention before Clement realized all the 
Baronefs's moft fanguine hopes, by ftepping 
firft into the former ; and even Mademoifelle 
Denefir was daggered at this confirmation of 
her friend's romantic ideas. The Baronefs's 
mother had always taught her to confider the 
Britifh Nobility as far fuperior to thofe of 
any other nation ; and to unite her deftiny, 
therefore, to a Britifli Peer, had long been 
one of her moft ardent wifhes. That Clement 

« 

was one of thefe envied mortals, and that 
he meant to make her an offer of his hand^ 
ihe would have confidered it facrilege .to 
doubt ; for his getting firft into the car- 
riage was more than prefumptive proof he 
was the greateft man of the party. 

4. Her 
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Her curiofity being thus perfe&ly and unex- 
pcftjcdly gratified, fhe propofed returning 
home the moment the phaeton drove off. — 
Pariiieii, who had been regaling himfelf below 
ft^, was therefore fummoned, and in a few 
minutes they were upon their road. What 
Had firfl: induced this Nobleman to feek her 
icrvice, the Baronefs was anxious to fathom. 

** Love, all-powerful love/' replied her 
complaiiant friend. 

To fall in love he riiuft have fcen her ; — 
and (he never recollected, having met him 
any where previous to the accident which had 
befel him when coming to Grand-Pre ; though 
flic refleiled he might have met her during her 
airings, yet fhe wondered fo fine a figure 
ihould have efcaped her notice. However, 
convinced he now pofTeffed every virtue, and 
every requifite to adorn any ftation, fhe ar- 
dently longed for the moment that he would 
put it in her power, by accepting his hand, 
XQ unite their deftinies. It then ftruck her, 

I 3 though 
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though a Peer, that he might be poor. She 
hinted it to her friend, who replied that Ihe 
had money enough for both. She agreed. 
But perhaps- his parents were, or would be 
averfe to his marrying a foreigner ? 

Mademoifclle Denefir argued that he 
appeared to be wholly his own matter ; in 
the Baroneis's place,/ fhe would tell him the 
difcovery Ihe had made, which muil bring 
him to an explanation. This idea by no 
means coincided wich that lady*s notions, as 
.fuch a ftep muft occafion their immediate fe- 
paration 5 no, fhe would continue (and dc- 
fircd her confidant to follow her examjple) 
to treat him as before, and to leave ^vcry 
thing to chance. 

Clement had taken a final leave of his 
friends upon the Place Louis Qiunze, and 
reached home juft as the coach turned under 
the gateway. *^ Now," thought he, ^* I fhall 
be able to judge whether fhe faw me at St. 
Cloud.*' — She was agreeably furprifed whten. 

(he 
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flie perceived >yho opened the door of the 
carriage, as ic was peculiarly flattering to find 
him punftual tb his word at fiich a moment. 
Her hand trembled when flie put it upon his 
arm ; but as Ihe addrefled him with- even 
more than her ufual complacency, and told 
him where flje had been, at whofe recom- 
mendation, and made feveral remarks con- 
cerning what (he had feen, the fears he had 
entertained foon fubfided. Yet he paffed a 
very reftlefs night ; for though almoft con- 
vinced that he was no longer an objeft of in- 
difference to his ^"^ydy miftrefs, ftill he 
thought her pride ^rrfuft revolt at the idea of 
giving her hand to the fpurious offspring of 
a common foldier j — for if he owed his birth 
to any creditable people, he mufl long fince 
have been claimed ; nay, even had his mo- 
ther been married, his father, or (bme of her 
relations, would have made themfelve3 
knoWn, in hopes of partaking of his bene- 
faftrefs's bounty : (till the fooner his doom 
was fixed, the better it would be. Suppofe 
he declared himfelf, in a letter to the Ba-' 

I 4 . ropef?. 
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ronefs. Th<* fear of being defpifed made 
him give up the idea ; — no, he would leave 
her in ignorance of the ftigma which was at- 
tached to his birth, and more efpecially of his 
love, if (he parted with him without reluc- 
tance. His vanity had ftrangcly miQed hiai. 
She had certainly not fcen him at St. Cloud 
any more than his fellow- fcrvants : — ilill to 
expofe himfelf to any unforefcen difcovcry, 
would be little Ihort of madnefs 5 and wheo- 
ever he rode out in future, be muft have that 
dread upon his mind. An honourable rci* 
treat was now in his poi'trr^ and he ought w' 
feize the prefcnt opportiri-.fy. Neverthelcft, 
he could not fummon courage enough to 
mention his refolution to his miftrefsat break- 
fall* It was poftponed till evening. 

At dinner (he was unufually impatient, and 
he found Mademoifelle Dencfir particularly 

tedious. 

" The difhes got quite cold — had they a- 
iire below?" with many other attentions fo 

flattering 
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flattering to the deluded Clement, that the 

|; • evening pafled. away without coming to the 

* intended explanation. The following day 

came ; other little incidents increafcd his 

hopes, and afforded him frefh excufes to pro- 

craftinate, and thus another week flipped 

' away ; till the Baronefs, who, as well as her 

confidant, was far more anxious than himfclf 

for the intended explanation, determined, by 

Mademoifellc Denefir's advice, to mention 

hi?r intention of going to England j-r--thither 

he certainly could not attend her ; therefore 

he muft neceflkrily declare himfelf. 



15 - CHAP. 
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N the evening they had formed 
foludon^ by way of forwarding thi 
Mademoiielle Dcnefir complained < 
throat. 

•' Don*t think of being illjuft no 
the Baronefs, *' for I am tired of Pari 
towns are not defirable refidences in 
My mother frequently ufed to e 
amufements of the Englifh water- 
nlaces: the frafon is narticniarlv n 
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- Clement was inftantly roofed from his ftate 
of delirium, and forefawit would no longer 
depend upon himfelf to prolong his folly. — 
|. The farce was drawing to a conclulion, and 
* he muft refolve to part from this fafcinating 
enchantrefs, who noticed his change of coun- 
tenance, and hoped what flie had faid would- 
induce him to declare himfelf. 

Confcious of the dire neceflity, Clement 
fpcnt a fleeplefs night, forming arid rejefting 
various plans, and concluded by refolving to 
be guided by cirtumftances. When the bell 
rang in the morning, he, as ufual, carried in 
breakfafb. The Baronefs was alone, and in- 
formed him, with apparent concern, that 
Mademoifelle Denefir v/as' very indifferent, 
Clement was fbrry to hear it. 

'^ Why, it is particularly unlucky jufl now," 
rejoined his miftrefs. 

He went to fetch the tea-kettle, by way of 
concealing his perturbation, guefUng fhe 

I 6 ^ alluded 
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alluded to their departure, and fenfible he 
rauft now or never decline attending her; — 
yet fearful, as the moment approached, his re- 
folution would fail him. Summoning all his 
fortitude IQ his aid, he returned with the 
water, and was immediately ordered to pour 
fome into the tea-pot ; inftead of which, he 
poured it into the cream-jug. 

The Baronefs affefled to laugh, though Ihc 
was little Icfs agitated than her courier, as the 
moment approached, (he thought, that would 
decide both their f^es. 

" What could I be thinking of!" ex- 
claimed the confufed Clement i " but I will 
foon get feme more." 

*^ No, ftop, it is merely clear water ; by 
making the tea rather flronger, it will be 
nil the fame." 

" I won't be two minutes, Madame," 
tr.king up the jug. 

She fcized it at the fame moment — " I 
tell you this will do very welL" 

He 
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' He bowed, and left his hold ; and having 
placed every thing before her, quitted the room> 
happy to obtain even this momentary re- 
prieve; but the bell foon fummoned him 
again into her prcfence. As fhe did not 
immediately Ipeak, he began to put the 
breakfaft things together. Atlaft (hefaid> 
" If Mademoifelle Denefir is well enough, I 
fliall leave Paris in a^couple of days, Clement : 
you will tell the coachman to have every 
thing in readinefs, at all events.** 

^' Certainly, Madame ; in two days you 
think of fetting off?*' putting the tea things 
together, without looking up. 

*' Yes,'* faid the Baroaefs, " if Made- 
moifelle Denefir is able to travel. There is 
little worthy of notice between here and 
Dieppe, I underftand, though I may perhaps 
fpend a day at Rouen ; and I rather think I 
(hall leave the horfes on this fide of the water — 
they can return home again ; and in England 
I (hall be at no lofs for a travelling carriage.*'- 

** No, nor for any thing elfe that money 
can purchafe,^ Madame. 1 am only extremely 

forry 
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forry it is not in my power to accompany 
you." 

Having made this eflFort, under pretence of 
putting fomething into its place, he walked 
to the other end of the room. That he 
would hot attend her thither in his prcfent 
capacity, (he was prepared to expe6t; but 
did he really mean to leave her wichout 
coming to any further explanation ? She had 
been too precipitate ; hardly knowing what 
(he faid — *^ Not accompany me, Clement ! 
I thought — I underftood/' 

" You will very eafily fupply my place at 
Paris, Madame. — Your prefent laquais feems 
to poflfefs every neceflfary requifite, and has 
been much more accuftomed to travel than 
myfelf J or, if you prefer an Englifhman, I 
will provide you with one properly recorii- 
mended before evening.** 

" Very po(ribly,*' anfwered the difap- 
pointed Baroncfs ; " but I have fuch a dif- 
like to new faces, and had made myfelf fo 
fare of your attendance, that I rather think I 

(hall 
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(faall return home again. Your friends, I fup- 
pofe^are averfe to your retaining your pre- 
.fent fituation ?" 

** My only friend certainly would be, Ma- 
dame^ were he acquainted with it ; — fenfible^ 
therc^^re, of the imprudence I have been 
guilty of, reafons, which merely concern my- 
fcl^ force me to quicyour fervice.'* 

'. Her agitation and curiofity fcarcely per- 
mitted her to breathe ; ftill Ihe was ferioufly 
dilpkafcd to find the man, who had. made 
fuch an impreflion upon her heart, (liould 
mean to leave her without giving her fome 
fatisfaftory reafons for fuch conduft, which, 
if he fuppofed Ihe ftill confidered him in the 
light of a fervant, muft ftrike her as very 
ftrange. With no fmall degree of hefitation, 
flic ventured to exprefs her furprife. 

** I am confcious, Madame, I never ought 
to have entered your fervice 3 but repentance 
comes too late i the beft thing I can now do 
is to leave Pari§ within the hour," 

'' Pride 



i 
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*' Pride prevents him from difcovering 
himfelf/* thought Ihe. " He means to leave 
me in my error ; — well, let him go ; and may 
he ftill more feverely repent having made 
love fubfervient to ambition !'* — ^Affuming, 
therefore, as flie hoped, an air of calm dig- 
nity, " Your difcourfc is too enigmatical^ 
young man, for my comprehenfion. All 1 
underftand is, that you wifh to leave my fer- 
vice — your reafons can't concern me. Reach 
me that box,*' pointing to one in which Ihe 
kept her money and jewels. 

Clement, as (he juftly imagined, diftra<5ted 
betv/ecn pride, which led him to fear ftie 
would defpife him were he to declare him- 
ielf, — and love, which prompted him to fall 
at her feet, and difclofc his paffion, trcmbkd 
fo much, that he, with difficulty, obeyed.-— 
rrefuming fhe was going to fettle with him, 
he determined not to^take any moneys.- — 
therefore feizing hold of the tea things, he 
was rufaing out of the room, . refol ving to 
leave tlie hotel diredly s but upon turning his ' 

head. 
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[• iiead^ juft as he reached the door, to take a 
^" fcft lingering look, he met the eyes of thq 
•beautiful Baronefs, and Was defired to return. 
Hardly knowing what he did, he mecha- 
nically obeyed her. - 

*^ Where were you going ?" ftie enquired, 
in a tremulous accent, prefenting him a pifrfe. 

No longer upon his guard, he caught her 
haod^ and carried it to his lips, filing upon 
his knees^ almoft at the fame moment, to im^ 
plore her forgiveneis; and fixing his eyes 
-"upon her expreffivc countenance, which indi- 
cated the perturbation of her mind, the hand 
he continued to hold, trembled. The words 
** Fare ye well !" lingered upon her lips, and 
a burft of tears relieved her throbbing heart. 
Convinced, beyond a doubt, that he was be- 
loved, the traniported Clement prefled her 
to his bolbm, murmuring, " I muft leave 
you before my reafon quite fbrlakes me !" 

*^ You ama^e me I"—" You delight me wa^ 
upperraoft, but flie fupprcflcd the word, and 

requeftcd 
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rcqucfted him very earncftly to rile, while 
her countenance forbade his giving way to 
dcjpair. 

With equal modefty and fincerity, he novf 
related his " plain unvarnifhed tale," expatia^t:- 
ing, with equal warmth and gratitude, upon 
the unbounded obligations Mrs. DavenpoJ"^ 
had conferred upon him, though he fuppreflfcc: 
her having made him her heir, wiftiing h^ ^ 
to fuppofe his fortunes as humble as his birth 
therefore concluded by declaring that h^ 
dared not prefs her to accept the hand of ^ 
man fo.much her inferior in every refpeft. 

This eclairciflement certainly did not an- 
fwcr her expeftations, having been a Britifti 
Countefs in imagination for fome time ; ftill, 
as Clem.cnt once hoped, love, that univcrfal 
leveller, pleaded fo ftrongly in his favour, 
for the firft time in her life, fhe < began to 
think a coronet was not indifpenfibljr neiief- 
fary to her future happinefs. Clement's 
difintcreftednefs alfo had its due weight, and 

his 
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le figure helped to make the fcale pre* 

crate in his favour. Thefe were her re- 

ons while liftening to his ftory. To 

aerate would be ungenerous to the laft 

ree: Clement Davenport, Ihe law, had 

Ici and (hould he fufpeft that fhe hefitated, 

ild inftantly withdraw his ftiit j — flie there- 

^, with a very good grace, laughed at what 

termed his humility, and prefenting him 

• hand, told him that he already poflefled 

t* heart. 

Clement's unfeigned tranfports perfeftly 
^^onciled her to his want of birth and for- 
t^e, and he left the falooh the happieft of 
^^n J while the Baronefs went to commu- 
^x:atc what had paffcd between them, and 
^r refolution in confequence, to the fuppofed 
Ivalid, who had feigned ficknefs to afford 
Element an opportunity of laying an Earldom 
4 the feet of the fair enthufiaft. It was there- 
ore rather mortifying to acknowledge ftie 
lad long parted with her heart, and meant to 
lilpofe of her liberty in favour of a man of 

obfcurc. 
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obfcurc, if not dillionourable, birth and dc- 
pendaiiC fortune. She dwelt fo forcibly upon 
his refined manners, elegant perlbn, and 
amiable qualities, that Mademoifelle Dcncfir 
eafily perceived ambition was warring againft 
love in her mind i — flie therefore inilantly de- 
cided to promote, by every means in her 
power, this (as flie juilly deemed it) impru-p 
dent connexion, which fhe forefaw would 
place the Baroncfs wholly in her pow^r, 
eycept that lady, rifipg fuperior to- narrow 
prejudice, fliould make no fccret of Clement's 
deficiencies in point of birth and fortune. 

To forward her fchemc, (he thought ic 
prudent to flatter her prevailing foible ^-^ 
therefore, when fhe extolled her lover's fincc^ 
rity in having dared to rifle her fevour, rather 
than palliate the humiliating circumftancee to 
which he owed his late bcnefa<5trefe'fi fiivour, 
flie faid, with an exprefljve fmile, " I am not 
inclined to put fuch implicit faith in his fin-' 
cerity, Baronefs.'* 



cc 
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" To what then can you place his late 
confeffion?*' 

** To a romantic wifh to prove the fincerity 
of your love, my amiable friend. His man- 
ners, accompli fliments, appearance, and con- 
nexions, all militate againft his ftory. Have 
you fo foon forgot the adventure at St. 
Cloud ? Confider the company he was then in, 
the equipage which conveyedhim from thence, ^ 
afnd reconcile all thefe circumftances to the 
pretty fiftion he has amufed you with. Hi^ 
Mrs. Davenport is a very well-drawn cha- 
rafter, rather too good for this worlds — he 
ihould have kept probability more in view ; 
for let her Rave been ever fo charitably in- 
clined, I much doubt whether Ihe would have 
beftowed fuch an education upon the off-* 
fpring of a beggar, Befides, if Ihe did not , 
leave him a fortune, and I think he did not 
mention that in his improbable talc, upon 
what does he fupport the appearance he 
maintains ? Not upon his wages : take rny 
word for it, he is a Peer at laft. Were I in 
your place, I would give into his fancy s — let 

him 
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him fuppofe you his dupe ; and when he dif- 
cbvers the mighty iecret, afFeft great fur- 
prife. He wifhcd to owe your hand to love; 
condefcend to flatter the handfome fellow's 
vanity ; — that he adores you, is moft evident 5 
' and as he might, without incurring the charge 
of duplicity, have concealed the lownelsof 
his extraftion, I am convinced the acknow- 
ledgment was a mere fubterfuge, and I muft 
fay he has managed the bulinefs with infinite 
dexterity." 

The Barpnefs was deluded by tbefe Ipc* 
cious arguments, and Clement was again my 
Lordy and a thoufand times more amiable 
than ever. She would difpofc of all her Swifs 
landed property immediately : for, after all, 
if he (hould not be a man of family, (he (hould 
prefer refiding in England. 

** Why, if I mufl alfo afFcft to credit what 
you have been liftening to, Baronefs, I fliould 
advife the purchafing a feat in France, which 
would confer Nobility even upon Clement 

Davenport 5 
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Davenport ; and thus it would only be gene- 
rally known in Switzerland that you had mar- 
ried the Marquis, Count, or Baron of . I 

dare lay he will prefs for an immediate union; 
and as I can't fee how you can retain your 
lover in his prefent humble ftation, why I 
think the fooner the knot is tied, the better ; 
and take my word for it, notwithftanding his 
confeQion, he turns out to be a great man ;" — 
a conclufion the Baronefs was but too ready 
to believe. Meanwhile, Clement forefaw 
that, blefled with fuch a wife, he (hould be 
the happieft of men ; — to make her all the 
amends in his power for the difparity of their 
fortunes, he determined to refide wherever ttxt 
chofe, and to fettle every fhilling of her own 
uponher and her heirs, asfoon as he became of 
age i as he was more anxious than ever to con- 
vince her that love alone had prompted him 
' to a(pire to her hand, and hoped to occafion 
her an agreeable furprife when (he vifited 
England, and found him mafter of Fairfield, 
where he flattered himfelf they (hould fpend 
fomc very happy hours. 

In 
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In the evrcning Mademcifellc Denefir re- 
tired early, to afford the lovers a tete^a-tett^^ 
having admoniflied her friend not to give 
his LordJIiip room to think flic doubted his 
finccrity. 

The Baronefs was not implicitly guided by 
her advice, as flie eveh mentioned having 
feen him at St. Cloud. Clement very truly 
accounted for the circumftance. " Mrs. Da- 
venport's generofity had led him to form ac- 
quaintances of very fupcrior rank to himfclf," 
mentioning his accidental meeting with the 
Baronet, and his being forced, in a manner, 
to accept his invitation, to get rid of him. 

cc Well, but how came he to get into an 
Earl's carriage firft ?" 

Clement as truly accounted for this fole- 
cilm in politenefs, rather aftoniflied at the 
numerous queftions of hisfeir enflaver. But 
did ever a >oung man of twenty perceive any 
failings in an adored objed ? Had fuch a thing 

been 
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been in nature, he poffibly might have dif- 
covefed that even love could hardly palliate 
his low origin in the Baronefs*s eyes. That it 
Ihould ever remain a profound fecret, was 
now her only care ; for even romance was 
forced to furrender to the conviftion of rea- 
fon, and, fpite of her friend's arguments, (he 
could no longef" doubt his Jincerity. 

She next mentioned her intention of part- 
ing with her Swifs eftates ; to facilitate the 
difpofal of which, though (he was by no 
means averfe to an immediate union, flic 
'W^ilhed their marriage to remain a fecret till 
they were fold. The enamoured youth in- 
ftantly acceded to her requeft, confcious it 
would not redound to Madame de Grand- 
Pre's honour, were it to be known in Swit- 
zerland (he had married her courier. So 
long as (he did not wiih to poftpone the cere- 
mony, he was amenable to all her de fires ; it 
was tilt re fore agreed they Ihould be married, 
with all due regard to privacy, in the courfe of 
a few days. 

VOL. I. K Mademoifelle 
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Madcmoifellc Dencfir and Jcannettc 
ncccffarily be in the fecret : the latter flioi 
told Clement was a man- of family in 
land, who had fallen in love with tb 
roncfs, &c. Davenport made no obje<5i 
though he did not think it abfolucely n 
iary to enter into fuch minute details t 
maid. 

It was next decided that the Barone fs fl 
lend all her own horfes, and two Swiis i 
iervants, home, as it would be far 
agreeable to profecute their travels poft , 
as (he was averfe to vifiting England ti 
had converted her land into ready m( 
they agreed to fpend the winter in ] 
which would afford her fteward time t< 
matters in train for the intended fale, v 
fhe would return home to conclude, ' 
Clement procured them another habita 
cither in France or England. They wc 
travel as Mr. and Mrs. Davenport ; yt 
meant her fteward's and Banker's lettei 
be addreffed to Madame de Grand- Pr< 
and as Mademoifelle Denefir would b 
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heir party, and they Ihould fee no company, 
he might be fuppofed to be that lady, as (he 
xrould inform her fteward that (he had joined 
an £nglifh party who were going the tour fhe 
had fixed upon. All they had to guard 
a^inil, was being cither of them known ;— • 
9Dd as they could eafily learn the names of 
At Englilh . or Swifs of any note who rcfidcd 
iin Italy, they muft take their meafures ac- 
cordingly. 

\ 

.' Every thing ftie propofed'met with Cle- 
l>iciit*s approbation, who refolved to write to 
MsGcnevian hoft to difcharge his apartment 
•I valet, upon whom he meant to beftow 
ibt part of his wardrobe which he had left 
fachbd him ; and as he found his wife took it 
fcr granted he was as much a dependant upon 
Dr. Lewis as he had been upon the late Mrs. 
Hwcnport, he refolved to leave her in her 
onir till flie had feen Fairfield, which he 
dbtrmined greatly to embellifh previous to 
*at event, with the money he (hould be able 

«» iparc out of his income. 

1^ 2 MademoifcUe- 
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MadcmoifcUe Dcnefir ftill maintained her 
firft opinion ; and if fhe did fccm to waver in 
deference to the Baronels's judgment, fhe pro- 
tefted Davenport was fo elegant and fo hand- 
fome, that he would eclipfc every beag at Ver- 
failles, fliould Madame de Grand-Prc purchai'e 
a feat in France j and treated him with a degree 
of refpedt from the moment fhe was ac- 
quainted with the Baronefs's determination, 
particularly flattering to her friend. The 
coachman and groom were fent home the day 
before the wedding, neither of them forry 
their travels were drawing to a conclufion.— 
An Englifh clergyman joined the hands of 
the happy couple, who left Paris immediately 
after the ceremony — the Baronefs, Made- 
moifelle Denefir, and Je'annette in the coach, 
the happy Clement, mounted upon a poft- 
horfe, attending them as their courier. They 
had once been inclined to put Parifien into 
their fecret, and retain him to fupply the bride- 
groom's place, who got into the carriage at 
the end of the fecond Itage, engaging a 
poftillion in his ftead ; but the laquais had fo 
pften commented upon the freedom with 

which 
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which his tniftrels treated Clement, and been 
ib larcaftic in his remarks, that they did not 
chuie to continue him in their fuite* 



CHAP. XVIL 



Th]^ 



happy couple bent their fteps to- 
wards Avignon, where they made a fhort 
ftay, and provided themfclves with one man- 
iervant, not chufing, as their greateft objeft 
was privacy, to increafe their fuite till they 
acknowledged their marriage. 

Having fcen every thing worthy notice in 
the French Papal dominions, they proceeded 
to Nice, where- they embarked on board a 
Fellucca for Genoa, meaning to fix their abode 
upon the banks of the Arno, in the vicinity 
of Florence, and foon thought themfelvcs as 
completely happy as mortals can be in this 
vale of mifery. The Baronefs forgot her 
hufband's extradlion in the contemplation of 

K 3 his 
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his many amiable qualities ; and his gratitude 
for the facrifice (he had made at the fhrinc of 
love was as unbounded as his affeftion. 

MademoiftUe Dencfir, who had not abfa- 
lutely intended to promote their happinefi 
when fhc advifed the Baronefs to marry Da- 
venport, grew envious of their conjugal feli- 
city, and began to prefume very much upon 
the mighty ifecret fhc had been cntrufted 
with, and frequently gave her ojnnion with a 
degree of freedom the Baronefs could but ill 
brook, confidering her former fubmiffion}-— 
but die artful confidant knew how much fhe 
dreaded her imprudent cluncc coming to 
the knowledge of her father's friends, and 
not unfrequently in their tete-a-teteSy la^ 
tticnted the infetuation which had fed the 
herrcfs of the Houfe of Grand- Pre to give 
her hand to a bafc-born adventurer ; for fhe 
no longer afFefted to believe Clement a pa-* 
trician. " She had been moft egregioufly de* 
ccived in her former conjcftures j indeed^ 
had fhe feen the young man in the charafter 

of 
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of a gentleman before his marriage, (he 
fliould not have been fo ftrangely mittaken/* 

' Madame de Grand -Pre, often pro- 
voked beyond endurance, retorted at fuch 
times fo (harply, that fhe was forced to 
-qualify her terms, left that lady (hould ac- 
knowledge her marriage purpofely to get 
rid of her intereftcd confidant* As for Cle- 
ment, he merely laughed at her continual at* 
tempts to lower him in the eyes of his wife, 
and frequently gently remonllrated wii:!i the 
tatter for allowing her ill-natured farcafms to 
affeA her temper, fenfible it would be impru- 
dent to quarrel with her till the Baronefi, who 
was now often indifpofed, had completed the 
£ile of her eftates. Bcfides, he thought ihe 
would be a neccffary evil during his vvitc's 
confinement ; and as that lady continued bent 
upon concealing her marriage, and difpoiing 
of her landed property, he the lefs wondered 
at her confidant's behaviour, who fecmed to 
think (he had them both completely in her 
power, which afforded her a fort of malignant 
triumphj and made her ample amends for 

K 4 J 
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her former mortifications, which Ihe now re- 
torted with intereftupon Davenport whenever 
(he found an opportunity. 

He continued to correfpond with Dr. 
Lewis, though he had not informed that gen- 
tleman of his marriage, who faw nothing ex- 
traordinary in the long ftay he feemed in- 
clined to make at Florence, knowing the 
amufements that city afforded travellers of 
every denomination. 

As thefc letters mutt have informed his 
wife he was matter of a very elegant villa, 
which was undergoing various improvements 
upon her account, he never (hewed them to 
her, though he was fometimes tempted to 
requeft (he would remove thither, to free 
herfeifat once from the impertinence of her 
prefuming confidant, who never failed to ex- 
patiate, when alone with the Baronefs, 
upon the myftery he made of his Englifh 
letters : a man of honour (but when was 
that quality found in plebeians ?) never had 
any fccrets that he dared not trutt to a beloved 

wife. 
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wife. If the Baronels filcnced her in a pe- 
remptory manner, (he artribut;ed her zeal 
tocxcefs of attachment, and behaved with- 
fuch humility and contrition, that (he foon 
obtained her pardon, and as conftantly re- 
peated her offence, invidioufly undermining, 
the happinefs of her friend by refleftions 
upon the pad, and anticipations of future 
evils* 

• 

*^ Davenport, was uj^on his good behaviour 
now y but let him once have poiTefTion of her 
fortune, and (he would difcover what had 
been the god of his idolatry : all that re- 
ipained for her to do was, to place the be(t 
.partof it in the hands of a tried friends thus 
flie would always have a refburce/* Her 
prognoftics fometimes affefted the credulous 
Baronefs i but a Ihort tete-ci'tete with her 
hu(band ever reftored her to her wonted: 
cheerfulnefs. 

Unconfcious of the real malignity of her 
di(pofition, he confidered Mademoifelle De- 
nefir with contempt inftead of dread ; and, by 

K 5 perfcvcring 
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perfcvering in his filence rdpctfKng the 
ample ^Mtunc he pofleflfed, fiirni(bed a never- 
fia&ng fund for her mifchievous propenfitics« 

The Baronefi^ by way of regainii^ tte 
confequence fhe bad loft, propofed, as has 
been before menticxied, by die advice o? her 
fubde confidant, as ibon as fhe had diipofed 
of her Swifs eflates, to make a purchafe in 
France, which would ennoble her beloved 
Clement; but this was a plan that hy no 
means met his approbation, as he very 
juftly alledged flich titles conferred ridicule 
inftcad of honour, upon the purchafcr; and, 
in his opinion, an eflate.in England would be 
far preferable. She would be *a Baronefs in 
any country, if fuch an addition to her name 
could increafe her felicity; and he would 
rather be an Englifh Commoner than a 
French Duke by purchafe ; otherwife no one 
relpefted the real ancient Nobility of every 
country more than himfclf. 

MademoifcUe Denefir openly efpoufed the 
Baronefs's fide of the qucflion. ^^ Her will, in 

the 
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the prefent cafe, ought to be law ; her mar- 
riage made it neceflary (he ftiould part with 
her hereditary family feat, and fhe alone 
ought to decide where (he chofe to fix her 
future refidcnce." 



€C 



It grieves me much,*' retorted Daven* 
port, with a fmile, — " who fpcaks fo well, 
Ihould ever fpeak in vain." 

The Baronefs laughed out, and faid fhe 
would vifit England before (he came to any 
^cifion. This was all that her hufband 
wiflied, who had too much good fcnfc to feci 
hurt at the air of fuperiority (he fometimes 
aflumed, particularly after a private con- 
ference with MademoifcUe Denefir. 

At the expiration often months (he laid in 
of a daughter — an event that increafed the 
mutual love of both hufband and wife. It 
had been long decided they (hould leave 
Florence as foon as the young traveller, who 
had been for fome time cxpedted, (hould be 
thought able to bear the fatigue of a journey ; 
and as flic was not to be fccn at Grand-Pre, 

K 6 fhe 
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fhe was to remain with her father and 
Jeannette at Chamberry, while the Baroncfs 
and Mademoifelle Denefir purfued their route 
into Switzerland, where the former fnppofed 
flie fhould be obliged to fpend fix weeks or a 
couple of months. They were then all to 
meet again at Lyons, and proceed together 
to England. To Davenport's great ado- 
nilhment, this plan met their confidant's ap- 
probation, and he determined, once arrived 
at Fairfield, he would foon put it out .of 
her power to difturb his domeftic tranquillity 5 
certain his wife would even leave her in 
Switzerland, if he exprefled fuch a wi(h 5 — 
but he rather enjoyed tkc thoughts of con- 
vincing her he was not the abfolute depend* 
ant upon his wife flie fuppofed him to be. — 
The young Maria being turned of four 
months, and pronounced ftrong enough to 
under:ake the journey by Jeannette, who was 
become her nurfe, they had agreed to fet out 
for Turin in the courfe of a week, when Da- 
venport receii'ed a letter from Dr. Lewis, 
requeuing his immediate return to Eng* 
land, upon bufinefs of rather an im- 

portant 
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portant nature ; — he did not think it pru- 
dent to be more explicit, yet requefted he 
would not endanger his health by a too hafty 
journey, as a ftiort delay would not be of any 
material confequence. Clement was afto- 
nifhed beyond meafure. What could this 
mean, and why was the Doftor fo referved ? 
he certainly had no good ^ news to conimu- 
nicate. Some one had perhaps appeared to 
claim Mrs. Davenport's fortune. Surely no 
one had appeared to claim him ! Well, he 
could not fink lower in point of birth than he 
had ever flood in his own efl:imati6n ; but his 
firft eonjefture was far more probable than 
his lafl:. How foijunate it was, therefore, he 
had never mentioned Fairfield to his wife ! 
and ftiould his fufpicions be realized, he 
would become a French Marquis, if Ihe 
chofe ; and furely he ought not to murmur 
while he poflelTed fuch a treafure. 

At that moment the Baronefs joined him ; 
and, perceiving his agitation, eagerly en- 
quired what had difl:urbed him. He ftill held 
the letter in his hand, ro the receipt of which 

he 
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he placed the emotion his countenance dU^ 
played, without offering to (hew it her.— 
Mademoifclle Denefir had followed her into 
the room, and prefumcd, with a fiieer, that 
he was fearful ofaffeftinghis wife, fincc he 
chofe to be fo myfterious. 

** Nothing very di&greeable has occw- 
red, I hope ?" afked the now curious Ba- 
roncfi. 

Unwilling to keep her fai iufpenfe, he in* 
ftantly gave her the letter to read, as it merely 
contained the laconic rcqueft which had fo 
much furprifed him. 

" You guefs, I prefume, Davenport, to 
what this hafty fummonis is owing, thou^ 
your friend is fo concife ?" 

" Upon my word I do not, though I 
mean to obey it, as it will make no material 
alteration in our plans. I fhall only proceed 
to England inftead of remaimng at Cham- 
berry, while you go into Switzerland 5 and I 

wiU 
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win equally give 70U the meeting at Lyons- 1 
therefore, fuppofe we fet off to-morrow." 

The Baronefs rcadify agreed, and evenr 
the confidant made no objearionsj on the 
contrary obferved, that it was rather a for« 
tunate circumftance this fiimmons for Mr,, 
Davenport did not arrive fooner. 

The following morning they left Florence^ 
and reached Chamberry without any acci- 
dent occurring to retard their journey i — there 
Clement took leave of his wife y they parted 
with mutual regret, but each anticipated the 
pleafure of their next meetings The Ba- 
ronefs would have forced fomc money upon* 
her hufband at parting, but he abfoluiely re- 
fufed to take ^ny, afluring her he was in no 
need of any pecuniary fupplies. Indeed he 
had been particularly delicate upon this ar- 
ticle ever fince his marriaorc, and had Ions: 
fince determined to confine his own expences 
to his own income, ever fearful Ihe fliould 
fuppofe he fought to gain her afFeftions 



through intcrefted motives.. 
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It had been decided that the money^ ariCn^ 
from the intended fale, ihould be placed in 
the Englifh funds till they -fixed upon their 
future refidcnce , and Ckmcnt, at parting, 
renewed his promife of fetding it all upon his 
wife and her heirs, upon her laying flie 
hoped her whole fortune would be in England 
in the courfe of the enfuing three months;— 
(he only meant to fpcnd one day at Cham- 
berry, to fe'ttle Jeannette and her daughter ; 
and he might depend upon, her being as ex- 
peditious as poflible, confidering the mo- 
mentous concerns which carried her into 
Switzerland, as fhe fhould be all impatience 
to be upon the road to Lyons^ 

Thus, after repeated adieus,, and mutual 
promifes to write often, they parted, and 
Clement purfued his journey, to Calais, at- 
tended by their man-fcrvant, whom he was 
to difcharge there ; while the Baronefs, hav- 
ing placed Jeannette and her daughter in a 
private lodging, and provided for their pre- 
fent wants, fet out for Switzerland, having 

agreed 
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agreed with her confidant to tell her houfe- 
hold that her courier and Jeannette had oiade 
a match, which had induced her to retura 
thus unattended. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

Davenport, naturally very impa- 
tient, travelled with all imaginable fpeed 
through France ; and, after a very Ihort paf- 
fage, fet off with the fame expedition for 
London, where he merely flopped to change 
horfes before he proceeded to Fairfield. — 
When he came in fight of the houfe, his heart 
funk within him upon perceiving the front 
windows were all fhut up. 

^^ 'Tis as I fufpefted,'* thought he;— . 
*^ fomebody has claimed Mrs. Daven- 
port s 
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port's fortune, an J have begun by taking 
pofleflion of this beloved retreat, where I 
vainly hoped to ipend fo many happy days 
with my Maria/* 

As the chaife advanced,, he caught a full 
view of the windows of the apartment which 
Dr. Lewis had occupied from the firft mo- 
ment of his refidenec there. The (butters 
were not quite clofed like the reft; and one 
faih was up a little way to admit the air,— 
This incrrafed his anxiety, as he had ever 
been particularly attached to his worthy 
tutor i and if this good man had not been: 
forced to remove, as his firil fears had led 
him to {urmifc> he was certainly confined t» 
his room, if nothing worfe had befallen hiniw 
He had the door of the chaife ready to jump 
out the moment it flopped, and would have 
inftantaneoufly ruQied into the houfe, had the 
door given way to his hand i but it was faf- 
tened within fide, and his former fufpicions 
recurred more forcibly to his agitated mind. 

Having 
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Having knocked very hard, he was (hot 
gaining indant admictance) going to run 
round to another entrance, when he heard 
footfteps advancing acrofs the hall, and, in a 
few feconds, the door was flowly opened by 
an elderly man-fervant, who had lived with 
Mrs. Davenport from the time Ihe took 
up her refidence in Hertfbrdfhirc. William 
had feen the chaife advancing, and had gueff- 
edy from his being expefted, whom it con- 
tained I but felt fuch a repugnance to be the 
hetl^d of bad news, that he had increafed his 
mailer '& agitation by his unwillingnefe ta 
enter upon his afflifling taik, well knowing 
the fincerc and mutual cfteem which had 
long fubfifted between Davenport and Dr» 
Lewis^ 

" For Heaven's fake, William, what i& 
the matter ?" enquired the petrified youth,, 
gazing upon the domeftic's forrowful coun- 
tenance, ** which, like a tide leaf, foretold 
the nature of a tragic volume." 
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" Oh Sir/' was the reply, '* would to 
God you had arrived fbur-and- twenty hours 
fooner ! However, it is very fortunate — ^you 
arc yet in time to give every neceflary order/* 

The truth inftantly fiafhed upon Clement's 
mind ; and to have found hb firft (i^geftions 
realized, would have given him a much leis 
fhock than the one he received, when the 
fervant confirmed his fufpicions, by inform- 
ing him that the worthy Doftor was no 
more. He haftened into the firft darkened 
room that prefented itfelf j and having (hut 
himfclf in, gave way, for fome time, to the 
overflowing of his grateful heart. We are 
never, perhaps, fo truly fenfible of the real 
worth of our friends, as at the moment we 
learn we have loft them for ever ; fo it fared 
with Davenport, who was more than ever 
imprclTed with a deep fenfc of the numerous 
benefits he had received at the Do6tof*s 
hands. 

Having 
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' Having rather overcome his firfl. emotion, 
he rang the bell, wifhing to learn the parti- 
culars of the event he fo much deplored. — 
William foon made his appearance ; and, in 
anfwer to his enquiries, informed him that 
the Doftor had departed this life about eight ' 
o'clock the preceding evening, having, to 
the laft moment, expreflfed a moft anxious 
wifh to fee ^nd blefs his beloved pupil. — 
** He has given many things into my charge. 
Sir," he continued j '^ papers which he told 
me were of great confequence i — Ihall I 
fetch them?'* 

*' Not juft now,*' replied the affli(5):ed Cle- 
ment s '* I am not fufficiently compofed to 
examine them with proper attention. How 
long had the Doftor been ill, and why was 
not I apprized of his dangerous ficuation ?'^ 

" He was taken very fuddenly. Sir, about 
five days ago, though he has been very un- 
well for fome time. I would have lent for 
youexprefs, as foon as I was apprized of his 
danger i but he forbade me, affuring me he ex- 
pcded you very fpcedily in confequence of 

his 
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his laft letter; and that, at all eirentSj the 
news of his approaching diflblution would 
moil probably mils you upon the rpad^ were 
I to write ; — and as I did not know where to 
addrels you, Sir, I was forced to abide by his 
decifion -, and I hoped, as he did, you would 
arrive in time^^ which would have been a great 
confolarion to him in his laft moments/' 

Clement now difmifled the ftrvant with 
orders to bring him the papers he mentioned, 
in half an hour, thinking it might be necef- 
fary to examine them immediately. When 
he was once more^left alone, he blamed him- 
fclf very fevercly for not having left Florence 
the moment he received the letter which 
had brought him to England, and for having 
fpent near a day and night at Cham^berry, as 
thclc delays had prevented him from taking a 
lall leave of this kind friend. He next re- 
verted to the furpmons which had induced 
him to undertake this journey, and prefumed 
he ihould find an explanation of this enigma 
among the papers he was going to examine i 

and. 
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and, at the appointed time, William ap- 
peared with tea, lights, and the parcel which 
. had been encrufted to his care. 

Davenport had hitherto forgot he had 
Scarcely allowed himlelf a minute upon the 
road to eat a fandwich, and fwallow a glals 
of negus. The tea rachcr revived his fpirits; 
and as loon as he had finilhed, he broke the 
feals of the packet. The firft thing he opened 
was his friend's will, who he found had ap- 
pointed him his fole executor, and bequeathed 
him all he had to leave, which, though 
trifling, compared to what he derived from 
Mrs. Davenport's bounty, excited fcarcely 
Icfs gratitude in the bofom of Clement, and 
made him more than ever regret he had not 
reached Fairfield the day before. 

He next pcrufcd a letter of feveral fheets, 
addreflcd to himfclf, which had been written 
at intervals after the worthy Doftor had be- 
come fcnfible of his immediate danger ; in 
which he acknowledged ho had purpofcly 

endeavoured. 
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endeavoured, under the pretence of requiring 
his prefence In England upon bufinefs of 
importance, to draw him from Florence, 
where he had learnt, through rhe means of 
an old friend, and conftant corrdfpondent, 
that he had formed a connexion which he was 
afraid would prove as fubverfive of his morals 
as ruinous to his fortune. The privacy in 
which he underftood he lived in fo gay a 
city, and the recent increafe he was informed 
this foreign lady, whom he permitted to bear 
his jiame, had made to his family, cauicd 
him fuch uneafinefs, that he was deter- 
mined to reprefcnt the probable conft- 
quences of fo imprudent an engagement to 
him, in every way likely to recal him to a 
fenfe of what he owed himfelf, and more 
particularly the memory of his deceafed be- 
nefaclrefs, which would be ferioufly dilgraced, 
were he to make an improper life of 
that fortune fhe had fo gencroufly bc- 
ftowed upon him, out of which he agreed 
he ought to make a proper provifion 
for the unfortunate infaiit which was the 

fruit 
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fruit of this private amour ; but if the mo- 
ther was not of that defcription of females 
which a. man of honour might coqfer his 
name upon without difgrace, he adjured 
him, in the moft folemn manner, to feize the 
prefcnt opportunity to break off his ac- 
quaintance with her, advifing him to remove 
the child through the agency of a friend, that 
he n^ght not again expofe himfelf to the faf- 
• cinating fmiles of the beautiful fyren his friend 
had defcribed. 

How feverely did Clement repent having 
concealed his marriage from this worthy man! 
becaufe a circumftance, that rnufi have done 
him honour, owing to his diffimulation to- 
wards this bed of friends, had thus had the 
cxaft contrary efFe6t. How often had he 
enjoyed the idea of prefenting ' his lovely 
wife to his kind tutor ! and he was not only 
deprived of this pleafure, but was alfo con- 
vinced the imperfeft knowledge he had ob- 
tained of his fituation had embittered the laft 
moments of his only remaining friend's life, 

VOL. I. ' L who. 
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who, notwithftanding what he muft fuppofc 
proofs of his want of principle, had nominated 
him his heir, in hopes, no doubt, to reclaim 
him from his evil courfes. What a farisfac- 
tion it would have afforded him, had he been 
permitted to exculpate himfclf in his befte- 
fa(5lor's eyes ; yet, in conformity to his ex- 
cellent precepts, he did not venture to mur- 
mur at thofc difpenfations it would bjMm-- 
pious to arraign, and confidere<l * himfclf 
hardly fufficiently punifhed for having with- 
drawn his confidence from his venerable mo- 
nitor; determining, as the only atonement 
now in his power to make for the paft, to re- 
gulate his future condud as near as pofliblc 
by thofe rules the Doftor would have been 
moft likely to recommend : and every tiling 
that remained for him to do, evinced at once 
the liberality of his fpirit, and the refpeA he 
bore the dcceafed* 

As foon as the funeral, was over, sind 
he had executed every wifti as nearly as 
he could imagine it poi&ble that the 

3 Do&or 
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Doctor might have formed, he wrote 
a / long letter to his beloved Maria, in- 
forming her he had been recalled on ac- 
count of his only furviving friend's illnels, 
who had unfortunately departed this life for 
a better before he arrived ; expatiating upon 
his impatience to he^r flic had terminated all 
herbufmefs in Switzerland, and promifing to 
fet^jjt for Lyons as foon as he received her 
anfwer, where, from being fo much nearer 
Grand-Pre, he fliould pafs his time more 
pleafantly than in England, admitting'flie was 
obliged to prolong her intended flay there. — 
This done, he fet about completing thole 
alterations Dr. Lewis had already, by his de- 
fire, put in train ; anticipating, widi infinite 
dplight, while beautifying his truly elegant 
villa, the agreeable fijrprife he had in ftofe 
for his amiable Baroncfs. 
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CHAP. XIX. 



a 

JLf he had not been thus fiilly employecL|he 
would probably have thought the time longer 
ere he received an anfwer from his wife ; who> 
though fhe expreffed herfelf in the kindeft 
terms, could not, to his infinite regret, fix 
any time for their future meeting, which 
fee requefted might t^ke placfe at Paris 
inftead of Lyons, as firft propofed, to 
avoid any fcandalous ftories which fuch 
an event, fo near home, might dccafion. 
She meant to report, nay, had already, that 
fhe Was going to refide in Germany, Hcj;. 
father had been fo long in the Pruffian fer- 
vice, that the (lory had pafled current ; and 
when llie thought fit to declare her having 
married an Englilliman, which could not be 

done 
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done till the fale of her eftates were com- 
pleted, her friends might fuppofe him a Ca- 
tholic Nobleman in the Imperial fcrvice, 
which would prevent their confidcring the 
match as either improper, or beneath the 
hcirefs of the Baron de Grand-Prc j conclud- 
ing by informing him, that a recent letter 
from Jcannettc had brought affurances of the 
youiig Maria's health. 

Clement felt hurt by the boaft his wife 
fcemed to make of her fuperior rank and 
femily J but confoled himfelf with reflcfting 
that it was her only filing, and was at this 
time, he was convinced, particularly en- 
couraged by her humble friend ; — and he had, 
perhaps, helped to promote it, by allowing 
her to fuppofe, if he- had not married as he 
did, that he muft have earned his daily bread 
cither in her's, or fome other perfon's fervice. 
He had certainly afted wrong ; ftill he could 
not relinquifti the plan he had formed -, no, Ihe 
Ihould remain in ignorance of his circum- 
ftances till Ihc reached Fairfield, when' he 

L 3 would 
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would put the management of every thing 
into her hands, and be wholly guided by her 
wifhes with refpeft to their mode of living, 
as he fliould never pretend to controul her in 
the expenditure of her fortune ; — his own in- 
come would be ever far more than fujSicicnt 
for his private wants, and he was determined, 
if he could not greatly enrich, he would not 
impoverifli the " heirejs of the Houfe pf 
Grand-PrS.^^ 

Having come to this rcfolution, he wrote 
her word that he readily fubfcribed to all 
her arrangements, an4 (hould therefore fct 
out immediately for Paris, and meant to take 
up his abode at the Hotel d*Angletcrre, in 
the Rue de Richilieu, where he hoped to 
find a letter, if Ihe could not, as he feared, 
give him the meeting in perfbn. He then 
thought it neceffary (having occafion to give 
various orders, which might otherwife ap- 
pear very ufelefs) to difclofc the purport of 
his journey in confidence to William, as he 
wiflied him to make a proper addition to fiis 

houfehold 
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houfchold during his abfence, and to have 
every thing ready for his wife's reception, 
promifing to give him tiniely notice of their 
arrival. This done, having no longer any 
thing to detain him at Fairfield, he beg^n his 
journey, merely attended by a fervant out of 
livery, whom he had engaged foon after his 
return intoHertfordlhire; and reached Paris, 
without any thirfg occurring worthy notice, 
the firft week in January. - 

A fecond letter from the Baroncfs, which, 
he received a few days after his arrival, put 
his patience to rather a fevere trial, as fhe 
informed him fhe was fearful fhe fhould not 
be able to join him before the latter end of 
\ the month at foonefl, though fhe fhould molt 
probably fet out before fhe could receive an 
anfwer to her letter -, therefore beggec^ he 
would not hazard one, left it fell into other 
hands, and thus prematurely difcovered their 
connexion. 

, L 4 Whatever 
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Whatever might be his wilhcs, Clement 
had now no alteraative but to abide by her 
decifion, nor any refourcc to charm his ^nnui 
except the frequent excurfions he took in the 
beautiful environs of this then gay metro- 
polis, though the feafon was not the moft 
propitious for fuch jaunts. His evenings he 
Ipent at one or other of the Theatres ; and thus 
the time, in his opinion, crept flowly on, 
without his either feeing or hearing from his 
wife, though he had been a month in Paris, 
and had daily, nay hourly, expeftcd her for 
the lafl: week. His valet had, like old Wil- 
liam, been of neceffity put into his confidence j 
the man therefore eafily gueffed fome un- 
forefeen circumftance had prevented his mif- 
trefs from joining them : — his mailer's anx- 
iety was evident ; and at the expiration of 
another tedious week, which brought no 
tidings of his Maria, it became fcrious unea- 
fincfs. 

As no explanatory letter accounted for fo 
ftrange a delay, Clement v/as convinced fome 
accident mull have befel her, and determined, 

unable 
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unable any longer to bear his prelent anxious 
ftate of fulpenfe, to fet out in fearch of her ; 
tiiough, from her not having given him her 
route, there was a poffibility Jhe might be 
coming one road, while he travelled the 
other. 

This reflcftion fo far conquered his Impa^ 
tience, that he refolved to wait the event of 
another week, though every hour feemed an 
age. Mademoifelle Denefir might have 
wrote, admitting the Baronefs was unable j 
and what but illnefs could occafion her 
filence and delay ? * .' 

Such were his refleftions, as he continually - 
paced his faloon, liftening, with trembling 
cagernefs, for the welcome found of his wife's 
travelling equipage ; but more than three 
weeks having now elapfed flTlce, according 
to her own appointment, fhe had taught him 
to expeft her, he fet out for Lyons in a light 
cabriolet, leaving his valet in pofTeflion of his 
apartment to receive his miftrefs, if they 

L 5 fhould 
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ihould mifs each other upon the road, and to 
give her a letter, fully explaining the reafons 
of his prcfent journey. An exprefs was to 
follow him with the welcome news, admitting 
fhe did arrive during his abfence. Without 
fcarcely flopping for refrefhmcnt, and with* 
out once pulling off his clothes, Clement 
reached Laufanne ; and though it was near 
midnight, he was fo impatient and fo angry, 
that he was half inclined to proceed, without 
Hopping, to Grand-Pre. 

Fatigue, however, and the latenefs of the 
hour induced him to feek that repofe he fo 
much wanted, and had, for the laft fortnight, 
courted in vain, giving ftri<5t orders to be 
called, fliould an exprefs from Paris arrive 
during the night. His reft was not fo agree- 
ably interrupted, and he awoke between nine 
and ten the next morning, unrefrefhed, and 
as much bewildered as ever in various con- 
jectures. At Grand 'Pre he ftiould certainly 
gain fome intelligence ; thither therefore he 
relblved to bend his fteps, giving orders fpt 

a faddic- 
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a faddle-horfe while he drefled and break- 
fafted ; and as foon as it wa§ ready, without 
once reflecting that his unexpected appear- 
ance might derange the plan his wife had con- 
certed, he fet out once more for this ancient 
cattle. Though his feelings were very dif- 
ferent to thofe he experienced during his firft 
journey thither, yet he was very unwilling 
to blame the Baronefs; ftill he hardly 
knew how to excufc her, not having informed 
him why Ihe had been forced to portpone 
her journey ; till he reflected, if ftie was, or 
had been ill, her friend had perhaps, contrary 
to her wiflies, nay, even to her orders, pur- 
pofely left him im fo irkfome a ftate of fuf- 
penfe. Should this confolatory conjeCturc- 
prove true, their next meeting would amply 
repay him for all the bitter moments he had. 
pafled. 

Thus he reafoned as he proceeded 6n his* 
journey. It was a delightful frofty morning ;. 
he therefore rode pretty fait, though the agi- 
tation of his mind would have prevented hhti, 

L 6 from 
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from feeling cpld, had he even been expofed 
to the rigour of a Ruffian winter. When 
he drew near the wall which furrounded 
the pleafure grounds, the turn of a corner 
difcovered to him the cxaft Ipot where he 
had met with his accident i and the fubfequent 
fcenes all paffed in inftantaneous review be- 
fore his mind's eye, 

" Shall I meet with the Barbnefs ?*' he 
mentally enquired. '* Surely illnefs alone 
muft have detained her fo contrary to her firft 
intentions. Gracious God ! if fhe fhould be 
no more 1" 

The horrid idea brought a fort of cold 
dew upon his forehead i he involuntarily 
flopped his horfe at the very fpot where he 
had before attempted to catch a glance of her 
face. 

" One moment may perhaps, remove all 
my anxious doubts and dreadful furmifcs,** 
thought he, raifing himfelf in his ftirrups, as 

before^ 
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before, to.takeaview of the lawn; and was 
very near fpringing upon the wall> and leap- 
ing down on the other fide, upon perceiving 
- an elegant female figure flowly advancing 
from the fame fhrubbery where he had firft 
fccn the Baronefs. Was it his Maria ? She 
was carefling a fmall white puppy> which fhe 
put down upon the grals ; while the anxious 
Clenient, holding by the wall to fupport 
himfclf (his horfe being fmall), was alter- 
nately hoping it was, and fearing it was not, 
his wife. The dog ran towards the wall^ and 
as his miftrefs followed him, he foon diftin- 
guifhed a countenance as handfome, but not 
the one he moft wiflied to fee. 

This lady was alfo much younger than the 
Baronefs ; (he might be a vifiter, he thought. 
Her drefs feemed Englilh, More impa- 
tient than ever, he rode forwards, and into 
the back court. From the profound filence 
which reigned in the numerous oiSices, 
and on that fide of the caftle, he was tempted 
4 to 
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to believe it was uninhabited. But there 
whence came the lady and her dog? 

I 
Difmounting, he advanced towards a door 
which led into the fcrvants' hall. Upon knock- 
ing with the handle of his whip, a fervant out 
of livery, and a total iftranger, made his ap- 
pearance^ and enquired his bufinefi. 

" I wiQi^to fee the Baroftcfs, if llie.is at 
home, my friend ?" 

*^ The Baronefs — what the ,Baronefs de 
Grand-Pre, the fete owner of this caftle ?" 

'' The fame/' 

" Oh ! then you are too late. Let me fee,, 
the has been ^one fix.or feven weeks.'* 

" So long ?" cried the aftonilhed Clement, 

** That fhe has. — Why, we have been 
here a month." 

" Then you are not the only inhabitant of 
the caftle ?'' 

" No, certainly ; my matter is an Eng- 
lifhman, and has a daughter." 
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*^ Can I fee your mafter ?'' enquired Da- 
venport, putting a fix livre piece into the 
man's hand, determined 'to gain admittance, 
ifpoffible. The bribe hadies pnoperweight* 

" I will let my mafter know you are here.'* 

*' Do fo y tell him an intimate friend of 
Madame de Grand-Pre's would efteem it a 
particular favour if he would allow him to 
make a few enquiries refpefting that lady." 

" I don't think he knows any more about 
her than 1 do, for the matter of that i but I 
will deliver your mefTage ; let me put your 
horfe in the ftable firll." 

This beinof done, Clement followed him 
into the large hall, with which all the beft 
apartments communicated. 

" Do you fend in any name ?'* 

" I am quite a ftrangcr to your mafter, 
therefore it is of no confequence ^ merely tell 
him, which will be Ihorter, and more to the 
purpofe, a friend of Madame de Grand-Pre's 
wilhesto fee him," 

^^ I fliall 
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*' I fhall remember that better than your 
other meflage. Wait here — I won't be long," 
and away went the prating fellow. 

" Left Grand-Pre thefe fix weeks !" re- 
peated Clement to himfelf; " ftie muft, in 
that cafe, have fct out even before fhe dif- 
patched the, letter I received at Paris, She 
might well defire me not to anfwer it ;— but 
fhe probably made fome flay at Laufanne ; 
Ihe certainly did not leave Switzerland at 
that time/' 

Wearied in forming endlefs, unfatisfaftory 
conjedtures, be thought the five minutes he 
waited in the well-known hall as many ages. 
^^ Who could this Englifbman be ? How 
came he to have taken fo large a houfe, with 
apparently fo limited a fuite of fervants;'* as 
he had only feen the one who had opened 
the door, and was gone to announce his vifit. 
At laft the man returned. 
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*' My mafter will be glad to fee you. Sir ; 
pleafe to walk this way." 

". Pray what is his name ?" alked Clement. 

'" Maynard^'* opening the door of the fame 
parlour into which Davenport had been car- 
ried the firft time he was ever within the 
walls of this ancient manfion. The fofe upon 
which he had been laid, ftill flood at the upper 
end of the rooms and the fcene recurred fo 
forcibly to his memory, that he allowed Mr. 
Maynard, who had rofe to receive him, full 
time to examine the handfomeft fet of fea- 
tures which had ever fallen under his obfcr- 
vation. 

The ftriking graceful elegance of his figure 
was not lefs noticed ; and, laftly, his drefs, 
which befpoke him a countryman, convinced 
the ftranger he was a man of fafhion. As 
the pafl- faded from the memory of Clement, 
he became fenfible of the ^bfence of mind he 
betrayed, to which he attributed the earneft 
gaze of Mr. Maynard, who, at the advanced 
age of fixty, bore evident marks of having 

been 
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been a very fine figure ; and at once apolcr- 
gized for his intrufion and late reverie, by 
placing them both very truly to the (core of 
the late inhabitJint of the caftle. 

Mr. Maynard requelled him to take a fear, 
and difmifled the attending fervant j then, by 
way of leading to the objeft of his vifit, faid, 
" You did not know the Baronefs de Grand- 
Pre had'left Switzerland, Sir, I think I under- 
flood my fervant?'* 

*' I rather fuppofcd Ihe had, or was upoa 
the point of lb doing> Sir; but can you 
diredt me where to find her ?" 

** I wifh it was in my power to oblige you> 
Sir; but I am totally unacquainted with the 
lady in queftion. Ill heakh drove me fron> 
England, and I learned, through the medium 
ofmy banker at Laufanne, where I arrived 
about fix weeks ago, that this caftle was to be 
Itty furnifhed as it ftood. The fituatioa 
pleafed mc ; I therefore immediately hired it 
for three years, and almoft inftantly removcld 
to it. The late owner had left Switzerland , 

before 
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before I arrived here y I therefore never had 
the advantage of feeing her." 

*^ I am afraid I fhall appear impertinent. 
Sir; but may I enquire of whom you took 
this houfe ?" 

*^ Of a Mr, Monvel, late fteward to the 
Grand-Pre family, who has himfelf hired it, 
with the adjacent land, for a term of years, 
of the gentleman who lately purchafed it of 
the Baronefs — a Mr. Dubois. As I was rather 
aftoniflied fo ancient a family feat Ihould 
have been difpofed of in fuch a hafty manner 
(a circumftance I learned from my banker), 
I exprefled my furprife to Mr. Monvel, who 
informed me, in purfuance of her late father's 
wifhes, that the young lady is gone to re- 
fide in Germany, as (lie is upon the point of 
marriage with a Nobleman of that country, 
who is averfe to fpending any part of his time 
in Switzerland." , 

" The very ftory flie informed me fhe 
meant to circulate," thought Clement; " but 
where can fhe be at this moment ? Upon her 

roid 
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road to Paris, moft likely ; and I have been 
running from, inftead of cowards her.> Had 
I waited a few days longer, no doubt this 
apparent myftery would have been eluci- 
dated i perhaps an exprefs is now following 
me to Laufanne, which will terminate my 
anxiety." 

During his gueft's reverie, Mr. Maynard 
had rung the bell, and given orders for va- 
rious refrcfhmcnrs to be brought in. Lx>ve, 
he prefumed, had drawn his handfome coun- 
tryman to the cailles and if he neither knew 
of the Baronefs's departure nor intended 
marriage, his difappointmcnt but too well 
accounted for his abfence of mind. He now 
prefled him to piirtakc of what his holpitality 
induced him to offer. Clement bad no ap- 
petite ; but he drank a few glafles of wine. 
Though his mind was far more at eafc than 
before he faw Mr. Maynard, as he now 
found the Baronefs had certainly difpofcd of 
her eftates ; and though he was convinced fhe 
had merely reported that (he was going into 

Germany, 
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Germany, to miflead her father's friends, he 
thought it very poffible flie might have found 
it expedient to take a very different, and a' 
much longer route than (he had at firft in- 
tended ; when the idea that fhe was at Cham-f 
berry with their daughter darted acrofs his 
mind, and he no longer doubted but either 
the child or herfelf had been ill, and refolved 
to proceed thither without delay. 

He had been fo much abforbed in thefe, 
and various other refleftions, that he found 
himfelf again obliged to apologize to 
kind entertainer for his abfence of mind, 
who replied, " He was afraid he had been 
unintentionally the herald of very baci 
tidings. He had heard the young Swiflefs 
was a very beautiful woman ; perhaps " 

"You muft very naturally, my dear Sir, 
from my behaviour," interrupted Clqment, 
*^have fuppofed me an unfuccefsful lovers but 
believe me, I knew the Baronefs was en- 
gaged before I entered the caftle i nay, as [ 

faid at firft, I rather thought fhe had left 

Switzerland. 



